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3 Studies included in review
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*Consider, if feasible to do so, reporting the number of records identified from each database or
register searched (rather than the total number across all databases/registers).

**If automation tools were used, indicate how many records were excluded by a human and how
many were excluded by automation tools.
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# 1 Characteristics of the selected studies

Authors and year of publication Aims Design Location Study population Data collection period
Long-distance caregivers with siblings (n =
22) from associate professors or full
To address aspects of professors in a public university in
caregiving including: Phenomenological study southeastern United States of America
coordination of care, using interviews United Inclusion criteria
Roff et al., 2007 division of lavor, distant Content, context, and States of providing care to elderly parents Uncertain
siblings' views of caregiving | comparative approaches of | America (Care included regular, tangible instrumental
activities, and caregiving interview transcripts assistance, emotional support, advice and
and sibling relationships reassurance.)
living at least one hour’s travel time from the
parents
Families of the elderly living alone (n = 6)
inclusion criteria of the elderly living alone
TO understand the family Qualitative study using
age greater than 80 years
dynamics in face of the interviews
Perseguino et al., 2017 Brazil living alone for more than two years Uncertain
reality of the eldrly living Thematic analysis of
living in the city of S&o Paulo,
alone interview transcripts
having relatives living in the same city or
nearby
To examine whether the
use of home-based LTC Participants: pairs of caregivers and care
Cross-sectional September 2012 to
Chen et al., 2017 services is associated with Taiwan recipients (number of pairs = 598, response

the health of elderly and

younger caregivers, and

questionnaire survey

rate: 60.8%)

January 2013
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compared the factors
related to caregivers' health

between both age groups

to assess the attitudes and

beliefs of Spanish families

Qualitative study using

Participants: family members of the elderly

living alone (n = 33)

Molina-Mula et al., 2019 regarding their elderly family Spain Inclusion criteria of the elderly living alone Uncertain
group discussion
members aged 75 years aged 75 years and over
and over who live alone living alone in Mallorca, Spain
Sweden
Recruited
To study which factors are from 3
associated with family specialised
members’ sense of support palliative
Participants: family members of patients
within the closest family in home care
Cross-sectional currently receiving palliative home care (n =
Milberg et al., 2020 the palliative home care units and 3 Uncertain
guestionnaire survey 209)
context, and to develop a primary
care recipients, who live alone were 98.
model care-
that predicts their sense of based
such support palliative
home care
units
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To understand distance
careing in the UK

What are the experiences?

Participants: carers to families and friends
from a distance (n = 128)
Inclusion criteria:

Were aged 18 years or over

What care activities do they | Cross-sectional United Cared for another adult
White et al., 2020 April-November 2017
undertake? guestionnaire survey Kingdom Both lived in the UK, separated by distances
What dificulties, challenges, necessitating travel time of one or more
rewards and satisfactionso hours (each way) when visiting
do they experience? Had provided care and support from a
distance during the previous 2 years.
Recruited from VA outpatient clinics
Inclusion criteria of patients
1) a diagnosis of congestive heart failure with
an ejection fraction of <40%
2) a New York Heart Association symptom
To examine classification of Il or Il
whether HF patients with 3) at least one VA primary care visit in the
depression received more Cross-sectional past 12-months June 2009 and
Lee et al., 2020 USA

or less assistance from CPs
living outside their

home

guestionnaire survey

4) speak English

Inclusion criteria of care partners
(“CarePartner”)

1) individuals with the highest total functional
support score on the Norbeck Social Support
Questionnaire

or

January 2012
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2) specifically requested by patients as their

CarePartner

Li etal., 2021

To examine the relationship
between geographic
distance and CSlI, including
the interaction between
geographic dis-tance and
care-giving intensity for

caregiver social isolation

Cross-sectional

questionnaire survey (2012

Canadian General Social

Survey)

Canada

Family caregivers to ageing people (n =
2,881)

inclusion criteria:

1) the main care recipients of participants
was aged 65 years and over who resided in a
private home

2) participants were still providing care when
the survey was conducted

3) the survey was completed with a non-

proxy interview

From 2012 Canada
General Social

Survey:
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Kitamura et al., 2019

To assess the
experiences and
perceptions of dementia
care before
and after implementation of
HVN in persons with

dementia who lived alone.

Qualitative research using

semi-structured interviews

Japan

Family caregivers of older adults with
dementia who live alone (n = 5)

Inclusion criteria

1) a biological or non-biological adult family
member

2) gave unpaid support to persons with
dementia who both lived alone in their own
home and regularly visited the hospital while
having received home-visit nursing for more
than 12 months

3) recognized their role as that of family
caregiver

4) lived within 30 minutes of the recipient by
car

5) had face-to-face contact with the recipient

at least twice per week

June and July of

2016
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