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Taiwan Policy Overview to Cope with COVID-19

KOJIMA Katsuhisa!

1.National Institute of Population and Social Security Research (IPSS)

In 2020, COVID-19 are widespread in the world, and we still have been struggling this infectious
diseases in prevention care and other aspects. Taiwan also has suffered from it, but it has taken some
policy measures at the earlier stage only to lead 602 infected persons and 7 deaths (15" Nov. 2020). It has
attracted the attention from the world. In general, the faster in taking some policy measures to cope with
emergency like pandemic and natural disaster, the better in making the subsequent impact on society as
small as possible. It will be easier for us to reconstruct our life. What kinds of policy measures has Taiwan
taken in this pandemic, especially in health care and long-term care? We can find health and long-term
care policy implications to cope with emergency with huge impact on society by learning from Taiwan
experience. This article has overviewed (1) timeline of policy measures under COVID-19, (2) the
framework of policy measures, and (3) policy measures in detail with focus on health care and long-term
care in Taiwan.

As for (1), in January 2020, the focus is on grasping the spread of infection and the set-up of the
governmental system against this infectious disease. In February, Taiwan took policy measures to establish
special laws and form special budgets for it. With these, the policy framework against this disease was
completed. Since March, the surgical mask distribution system with registration using IC embedded
Health Insurance Card has been implemented, and the special budget has been increased. Taiwan has
taken prompt policy response. As for (2), the "Special Law for the Prevention, Care and Support against
COVID-19" was enacted in February. In addition to it, Taiwan has utilized existing laws like “Infectious
Disease Control Law” and “National Health Insurance Law” for disease control and health care cost
finance. To finance some parts of the cost of these policy measures, a special budget “Central Government
Special Budget against COVID-19” was organized too.

As for (3), Taiwan has taken some policy measures in health care provision (ex. Quarantine,
health care in designated hospitals), supports to health care institutions and personals, securing health
care expenses, supports to infected persons and their family. Furthermore, the surgical mask distribution
system has been implemented. In this system, IC embedded Health Insurance Card has been used for
reservation and sales management to distribute surgical mask as equal as they can. For the long-term care
provision, Taiwan government has issued the guidelines to prevent infection in providing long-term care
service both of facility and home visit care. It also carried out flexible policy operation in long-term care
system and foreign born care worker employment. In economic policy, Taiwan has taken financing support
measures for manufacturing and service industries, and issued “Coupon for Daily Consumption with three
times premiums” for consumption promotion policy.

In this way, Taiwan has taken various kinds of policy measures against COVID-19 promptly.
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