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HTLV-1 Infection and Rheumatic Disorders

Kunihiko UMEKITA, MD, PhD*

Human T-cell leukemia virus type 1 (HTLV-1) is the causative agent of adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma
(ATL) , HTLV-1-associated myelopathy, and HTLV-1-associated uveitis. Kyushu-Okinawa are HTLV-1
endemic areas in Japan. The number of HTLV-1 carriers is approximately 0.5 million in this area. Because
the prevalence of HTLV-1 infection is higher in females, it is reasonable to assume that some Japanese
patients with rheumatic disorders (RDs) are infected with HTLV-1. We have performed the Nagasaki-
Miyazaki HTLV-1-positive rheumatoid arthritis (RA) cohort study since 2012. This cohort study suggests
that HTLV-1 infection may be one of the factors modifying the pathogenesis of RA as follows: i) the values
of inflammatory biomarkers in HTLV-1-positive RA patients were higher than those in HTLV-1-negative RA
patients, ii) HTLV-1-positive RA patients showed an inadequate response to anti-TNF therapies compared
with HTLV-1-negative RA patients. These findings indicate that HTLV-1 may play a role as a factor
worsening the pathogenesis of RA. In addition, recent debate has focused on whether immunosuppressive
(IS) agents for HTLV-1-positive RA patients increase the risk of developing ATL. Several case reports
indicated that the development of ATL in HTLV-1-positive RA (RA-ATL) patients during anti-rheumatic
therapies including methotrexate (MTX) and biologic agents. However, it remains unclear whether IS
agents impact developing ATL in patients with inflammatory RDs. Because of the lack of evidence for
answering clinical and research questions associated with HTLV-1 infection in RDs, we established an
outpatient department for HTLV-1-positive RD patients in 2017. In this article, I would like to introduce our
research projects to clarify the interactions among inflammatory conditions of RDs, HTLV-1 infection, and IS
therapies, and contribute to improving daily clinical practice for HTLV-1-positive RD patients. [Review]
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BRDENDN, —HTY U A [EEE B EES
H R G hE 72 & i IR IR O & T &
ROHK EORE S FHET %, HTLV-1 13k A T il
o Mg (ATL) A&de HTLV-1 1E BB 05 H o Ji (K
TANATHDN, BEHY v<FHEREEEOH
WIRIT BN T HTLV-1 Y IR R e B & A 5 b
ERHDDEH 5 ? KR TIE HTLV-1 BEHEIC
DOWTHESL L. 30T HTLV-1 J&§ %2 & 0F LBV
7= F (RA) 2O TOEA DHROI & HE RA
BRITBIT 2 HTIV-1 BGDOT v Ay b = AT 4 h
e ==RIZONTlikizn LB S,

I. HTLV-1 239E & BERE

HTLV-1 13 B R TIZ IR RN (BEVRR, B
H) TORMBRHET D, BYEHIEIIR SN TEY .,
HRANCIZT 7V . k., Z LU TR HAR
FERREM L S B, 2007 SEOHETIX. BN
DEJeE BT LEIZH 108 TN RS h Tz
25, 2015 4EDF T2 AR FAETIZ 90 T ABL TR L HEE &
N, HTLV-1 QORI R RENL Y, F#HE
TIEILM - TR & W o T2 1 IR sk oD SR e
BOWMER AR E NI, —J5 TREHE O
FEBIL LARIMERTH Y. 2FETIZEMY
4,000 NOFBELERTREE LTI ENH L
Lot Y,

BT AN AITEGT D & iR lE U ERE 5
¥ U7 &b, HTLV-1 &G0 £ KE1% CD4 15
PET U 2 SER (A~ 8= T HIIE) TH Y. HTLV-1 1%
7 RKTHAREN (Fa gLV R), RECDTR
VIEERFHET D, AR TIZ7Y) -0y
AN AR SRR, BREZLDT AN A
BITKE S EAR DM, R X 5 HTLV-1 B4
FTRR TR TN ZABRBLNEHESRTNS Y,
HTLV-1 JEHR R & S b pifgicid. ATL BIAkC
HTLV-1 B8 & #4i5E (HTLV-1-associated myelopathy:
HAM) & BPiZh 5 ik s <2 HTLV-1 5 & 5 I %
(HTLV-1- associated uveitis: HU) & X315 28 6% P
IREER D D, EfEMME HTLV-1 v U 71281 %
ATL OEEFRERITRE X Z 5% TREELF IS
WwWeEhd, —7., HAM R HU |3 R8RS, ol
FREANTHORKA S THIIET D LEZHNT
BY. FORMEITH A 02~03% & ATL LV %
vy, ATL, HAM. HU 0j5#81% HTLV-1 &3 & o
BIRAHIETH V. —D HTLV-1 ¥+ U 7IiZRB N
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TRIZZERSCEREER OFLEN D 5BiET 5 L
HENTNDR, ZORIE A B =X LT SR
%\, £z, 2 HTLV-1 EHEB#EE BRIz hn 2 T,
Vx—F LV UEBRERR EORBERS RA DFRE L
HTLV-1 J& % & O B# 23 5k T & 7223, HTLV-1
BYRZ N HEBOHEBRE & 72 0B D50 EPIETAR
HTH 5,

II. HTLV-1 B &5 T HlaDREZE L

HTLV-1i2 J&%: U7z ~ L3 — T fllflaix, HTLV-1
BEE E Th B Tax R HBZ Iz & 0 2 O#kEEME
fixih 3 ¥, Tax ix NFxB &% OiE AL 2125 L.
HBZ % Foxp3 O#EAEAM K=o T il s A 3 £ IR+
TdH D NFAT O b #FET 5, Tax H D WX
HBZ BI5T%#EA Lz~ 2Tk, %, BiE%.
U YR E N o TR AL, HTLV-1 Bz
FEIESIERCIEEALICIELS BIS L T D b o & #El
S5 ¥, HTLV-1 3+ U 7 RMIMA & 208 L7z K
RS M AL Bk 2 B 4 B L K3k B o IFNy, IL-6
<> TNF & oA 58 i, ik HTLV-1 /&
e THINOEM AL ZRIE L Tnd, LI - T,
HTLV-1 51 RA OBIfiKIcB8 W T, A bAoA
#EE DT Lz HTLV-1 &3 T #i 2 25 RA o 13 #fi
JFT~Y 7 v —hENDZ EITE Y. RA DRIER
B EAL T B A REME R HER S D, TIRFERIC,
HTLV-1 &% D % 5 RA B#H O RGITHT &0~ D3
WD BNDDIEA 55 ?

III. HTLV-1 514 RA & DORKE

RA ZBFR Y 7~ FHERBRORKIELRD 1D
Thd. EITHEMEEOL BN THY . B
I & AHREREEBIIA I TH D, — AN
BT RAEWRKIZ0S5~10%BRETHY., K
HORANNIHT0 HANEHESND, Liedsio
T, HTIV-1 %+ U 72 B} 5 RA HHER KA
HOZ &% L GET UL, AR D HTLV-1 Bk
RA BHIZ 7,000 NIZEFIET D EE2 BND, ok
i3 HTLV-1 51k RA BB DR IR I 21 &AM
57, HTLV-1 [k RA B x4 & Licak—
MR 2 RIRER S - BRSO & U THED
TWb, ik HTLV-1 B3tk RA 28— b izid 800 4
Ll o RA B3 (HTLV-1 B3 : #9 6%) 85 fk S
TH Y. HTLV-1 b5 RABE L Fa Pk RABE A 0f 4 &
L 7 BRI B D Helie it 27 - 7 ¥ Wik L &
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P DEIE AT < HTLV-1 Btk RA B8 L etk RA &
BT TR hr o T2 ps, HTLV-1 Btk RA B33 TI1R4E
WS WEASFED S fe, HTLV-1 &g DE#
AT ONWTOFRILE P> B DF—2 /15 L. BlE
DEMIERFZEDOE — 71X 0@ R -oTEY Y,
HTLV-1 1% RA OB RRE N L1 Z OEY L4
BoEite XML TS b LEbhd, Eiz,
RABLERCHETH DV v~ b FERF-RLPUERIR
¥ MV UAEE EPUE (Bt CCP Pik) oRyERIX,
BECHZECH W, HTLV-1 &Y% RA O I 55
PRI BELAVEEZ R Y,
5T, AEWFEREF OB A D NE L FR RIS
T RA B F 2 xS L UTERRBFZZIZB W T,

HTLV-1 [k RA B 13 &1k RA /B & T CRP
REDRIE<S—T—BREMETH . WA D
125 Cd 5 TNF BB R Z &2
IS M Lo 7Y, TNF Bk A §f o HTLV-1
Ptk ® & ORatE RA BEITRBIT ALY A A1 v
DGR 21T o 72 & 2 A, HTLV-1 51 RA #
F DM IL-6 R XM RA B IR THMET
HAHMHABRED STz, M4 IL-6 JRE O & i,

PLTNFo HIEEAITH DA v 7 ) F o< T ~Dih
BIEPIEZ PHT IS L= —LHESI TN
%7, L7eh-oT, HTLV-1 B3k RA & ic 81T %
45 IL-6 JREE OBEINIZ, TNF B2 S~ AR
ZRTERND 1 OTHIWEEERH D, ZD X 51z,
HTLV-1 & 441X RA O RIEREDOEALLHLY v~ F
IO NI BT DR H D03, S HITK
2 BRIR I FE oL Z2 1T X B e RBFR A R e L
5.

IV. Vo FHEREREPIZEITS
HTLV-1 EEREDRIERIIZ DT

VAR, SIEEIIR T DY < TR BB FIC B
I} % ATL 2 HAM & \ - 7z HTLV-1 B 8% 5 D 3¢
EFINTE R IND. Elefkiix. JEATER U
Bl Bh A #EVA MR S 5 IR 92 25 3% THTLV-1 Bl
T DB MR T 31 B REPRAIFZE oD 4z [ e B & FEA
BFICBWT, 2E0HAY 7<F 2245 (JCR) #
B AE % 560 fifk 2 k4 & Ui HTLV-1 B &
DEREFIA % FEi LTz, 251 fitizk &V [MI% 2157208,
ZORERA N ML FH— N (MTX) LW 210 S5
TYRFETIT HTLV-1 BEEE 8 2 R 8R L 2 iRk o~
13 filidd v (ATL 10 fiz%. HAM 3 fig%) . #E Dk
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% C RA Z9E vz HTLV-1 BRI B O R ORER A
HHZEBRHLRERSTY,

N o< F MR BB ICISIE LT ATL OFEFIR
IZDOWT, ZN 5 DERIRINFHE % % & 7z (Table
DY, MR LEHETIZIEARSSH, 75
B 1FIOTEFERER D V., FEEEEEIZRANS
B, BREMEBFHELE DS LI CTH -7z, 241 TMTX R
WA RN X DA B O RIELIRIRB I S
Tz, ATL OFFENTAMA 141,V > iR 2 4,
12HA 3 BT, 20N 1 FITEaHEHRA~BIT LT
5. 4T ATL FERHIZ 22 ik S
TR, ZO% ATL I T DB FES il S
TREBNZ 4 Bl REBBIZIX 2 61 TH 7. ATL 4 4
th 3 FIRERIZA->TRBY., HTIX3HTHoT,
Hashiba & O Cid, B4R ATL 385E R IZ MTX
BIOA v 7V EFv~=T2hib Lz A K
ML.o> ATL #ifka & i vl stk IL-2 2454k (sIL-2R) 23
WA FO%D ATL OEMBHFHSh TS Y,
Takajo 5i%. MTX hikiz & - T— B Y > R FifEik
IR L. sIL-2R KT LS, # 1 4ERITEH
Y RHIERSEFE L. sIL-2R b EFUNICHEIN L
BT UTeiefl (U > RBEEATL) 235 L Tnd
0 Okamoto 5 D 4EEF b Takajo & D4 12 K
LR GEEZ R LTBY, MTIXHikick-T
U R BAGPEE B (LPD) 238tk U 7= B4 4412 LPD
WHERL., ZOBRIZEMEATL LZHshTnd
11)

Mm¢mmiéum&ﬁu‘M1&ﬁﬁﬁ4w

&G B 595 Epstein-Barr 7 1 /L A (EBV) B
HDT 2D 5D, RAZFEHIZIEERT S LPD ©
#)40% 23 EBV B# LPD L E SN TR Y., 20
R E L T60 ~ 70 % fRomEins. RA FEREIRIA
10420 . MTX @ = Tl BRI AE L. MTX
KRB TEMEETHEFRD D, RERDITF LN
2 W9 e MTX 72 L e X B 4 gk e s
EBV Figith ik & EBV BYHIa OMEIE DR & 722 0
LPD 2FfET 2 LEX LN TWDMR, FEMIR A D
=RBEIARETH D, £z, EBV B LPD DlF &
ALBRAREZELTOTHLOMETH Y. EBV
&Y & LPD FIE I I3 I k0 im0 S b S
REPS LAWY, HTLV-1 L EBVIZE D 5
DIBMET AN AERPIETH V., RYSIL OBIFEIXE
FORBEBREIC L > TR SN, £ < ORYeE I3
FEMRMETH DM, —HD T A )V ARG TG
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Table 1 The clinical features of adult T-cell leukemia patients with rheumatic disorders, and a review of the

literature
- s IL-2
e | 3EHE |F8%|  DMARDs A . o
W Al MR ATL ji#l | 25844 ATL ¥ L
|| (MTX 3 5-5) s
MTX.
Hashiba Y, w4 | RA | 8 MTX (6 4F) i 2400 A 7VF =7k 1t
etal” A7V X< ’ !
%2334
34,881 .
’ (2573
. o] L MTX i if:
Takall‘l’o)l’ % | RA |5 | MrxGH Y 66 l mﬁk )
eta - J L L o
73,208
FAXES |k + IGU
CPA (forIP) |, . .
Oki?iﬁﬁbd’ 70 | % |RA+IP| 22 1GU !)’;é‘ﬁi 11,066 41#3 A
TAEETE {251 (THP-COP)
N LPD E%%(I/\'G Iéﬁ’l;X ok ﬁirk
amoto M, . o . 69 ilK
ot 2l 71| B | RA | 4 MTX (2 %) AERY N | T -
b5k i
. MTX.
NakamuraH, | oo | o1 po |y Mk @2 | B eyt
etal” MVAST | e | N J
Ak + SRR
. TEY ATk
Bitencasthle | 4g | % | A [fmi| THYavT | wben | ! i
et IFNa +V R7 Vv

DMARDs: & B EitkPi U 7~ F 3, ATL: iE A T AIIEE IR, RA: B Y v~ 5. 1P: [BEMENG%.
AS: SREMEBTHESR, MTX: AV R FH—h, CPA: > 27 a7 277 X R, IGU: £ 5 F%E K,

LPD: U » SHEFEERE, IFN: f > X —T7 =1y

M7 v —JF i, LPD OFENR R 5D &
WHIRBIZILE T 230535 5. Hiln# Iz LPD 23
FIE LTV RIZRB W T D, BRI X B T8 TS
RO TRIEERD 1 e Ex b5, Fh, &
IR R 2 2 0 T IR IT 3T ATL <> EBV B
O LPD 23F$HE LCTR Y. SEMGilRkiE Y A L R
B LPD SIEIC BN S D LEL HND VY, L
oS- T, HTLV-1 I&YE &2 &0k LIZBER Y 7~
FHEBBF BT, BEAEEEDOEL, B
P JERE RIS IR AS HTLV-1 Bl o 15l &
BERR DR T v RIT B % RAZ T I REME RS H D3, —
EF YV RZZ LOWORBRTH D, =ik HTLV-1RA
R — MFZEORE TIid, MTX W22 554 %
BT BRI Y v~ FREIZ. ATLREY A 27 K
FTdH D HTLV-1 7 1 7 A b ARl i il Ak IL-2
ZRBBIEICHEREEE S X RVERTH -T2
AV Y BRI VA IESE O HTLV-1 J& e =2 ATL %8 i
ANOFBINZONTIX, I HILEL ORGE L +07%
BRYRIC X DRASHELEZ B,

L7z > T, BiEE S TRA HE2 HTLV-1 (M
H2EGE. MTX thORBEFHNRREEX D L%
RIETBHIETV RZENR, ATLZIZCH LT
% HTLV-1 EHRE B DA PRIIE DT B 2 ik L
TEEREWBHESLE L B b,

V. RAZRIZEITS
HTLV-1 BRDT7 v 4y b=—X

HTLV-1 & 4 13 A3 D RA 2 I 3B W THIR MY
MELRABINTNDIDOTHA I kL
EEEEFEICBNVT, T U<FHRBEIIBNT
HTLV-1 Jitk e+ REP | #FR L 25, Yes:
21%. No: 12% iIZxf L Tlhh b0 ] & 5 [[l%
M 66% T THoTc. JLMTIL Yes: 43% L2 D
L IEE R o T2, LAy UTHTLV-1 Bk B o s
BRI B O TERESBENE D | & ORWZIZ
52% DHiH B Yes]. 45% ORI h B2 ]
LREIZELTWE, iz THTLV-1 & &) <5
PEIR BRI OV T ORI D LEEYE ] 12 DN T
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Figure 1 The interaction between inflammatory rheumatic disorders, HTLV-1 infection, and immuno-

suppressive therapy.

HTLV-1 &0 H S BFEW - U 7~ FHREDOBE TIE, NG, HTLV-1 EKGE & S22 H IR
DOHEAEABTET D L EZ DN D BARWRERL W, HTIV-1 8ERE Lle~A " — THiRIZ. A
CUAREHUE R S0 S 28 L. BN Y 7 < F R ORI E T D ek b 5. — 4. %
PEMBIHERLHIT A b A > B2 B LR ENNRIRIZ. BE OREERRICIEM L. HTLV-1 EYE 2
MHIT DHT A NV AAIERLHURL AL ~EE T DWREIER H D, LIedS - T, SSEERIRIER TN
Y27 WFEHEZ SN D\MIEDN. A T flla s z2 & ¢ HTLV-1 BB ORI ED &K 5
R 52 5 DT ONWTIE, KEBZRERIRIZEIC & 52 R A BETH 5.

OHEMTIX. THETH DL DOBEEN76% THY .
ZIFHIRIC R < EOWEIA THh o o, Rt
FEHTINRE LT MNCERTRE b
WD THIDY o) THRIE SR IX HTLV-1 &3z
HERHDLOP?ITHA RTA UBRBE] LORR
3% <. RA HBF R HTLV-1 i Th 28B4 D
B9 2 B R ERSCHS AR LTV DN
BEBY LRoY,

VI. HTLV-1 [§t4B R
Yo FEMSEDERY $HH

Fekix, HARBERVICH BB R ICE - [E4 5
BRI EM o —B L LT, HTLV-1 ik RA &
HoWICBT 5 Mgt 2 B & L7z THTLV-1 [
PERAET Y v~ F BEDROTI] (Q&A) | Z1ERK L.
2016 #EFRITAK LT, BlE. MBEOTHIE 0K
FTER 2 IR FETI SN TR Y. HTLV-1 OFARMN A
BIUORABHFIZB L THETINEMEARENRN
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iz LdONTND ™, Fi, 201744 H X
D P A i A N S BRI TR IR K A R A b T R e
Iz THTLV-1 BB IR U o~ FE MR 2Bk L
B EAT > T D (FEMHK URL: http:/www.med.
miyazaki-u.ac.jp/home/hospital/outpatient/7918/) , = i}
LA 5 HTLV-1 Bk 0BRSS U w7 < F PR B R
FOBIHHHEARD 1 DIz, YRIE B FIERHZ B
HHESHTLV-1 2@ L Ty, Vy<xFH
Iz HTLV-1 B DR E1T 5 7 — AR b
5. BUE, 2EOITEES T HTLV-1 fitk R 7V —
SV RBRERERENTEY Y, BERY v<F
PR B S E L 72 B 5 5 53 HTLV-1 $iiik kT H
B LERBLTHDLEENRD D, £, KFLOWR
& % %4 & Ufe HTLV-1 ik R oA Tid.

HTLV-1 fii ik Bz b id 50 AR AR Dt T% < 73
HONBEZ ERWEINTNSE Y, LER-T, &
PEIZZWBEGR Y v~ FHREBIZBW T, BEE S
S HTLV-1 Pkt TH 5 Z L #38# L TERIEI
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U < FHMEN HTLV-1 &4 & ) v < F bz B
FTOEAERD NSRRI DAREER D 2
A& OHEMIRITIBNT S HTLV-1 B RA D25
FHIEEFA LR LBH, BEXEET-o-TND
A, BE O TCOEFRERE~DIRFIT b M F 513
ZFE# L, HTLV-1 B0 b 2BIRKE Y 7~ FBE
BRI TV OBV L TN S,

VI. & & &

JBIEUR U v~ F MR BRI B 1) B S 221 iRt
OESITHREE L, 4B OEARFHKELED
FRISABRHEShTWnE, — 5T, MTX %Y
SERVBFINARIE O RA BB ICHHSINE L5tk -
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T2 o Te IR B YE 12 D BB NEE L 72 - T
ETW5b, HTLV-1 EPIEZE &P L7 RA BE TR
W, LAEHRE. HTLV-1 &4 38 X OV 2214 7%
OMEVERABEET D LHBEL TS (Fig. 1),
HTLV-1 & %423 RA O RBCIRIFIZ & D X 5 1Tig
T 200, RIEFREN ATL BIEY 27 N+ %
ST HTIV-1 BYIEICE D L 5 B2 5250
M. RERZOVTOHEMBRTE T Y ARRELTE
Y. BESCERESO TSR FEREA R I TY
ROOPHEIRTH D, 4% D HTLV-1 HigiZhig T
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BIRICBIDBT Ay b AF 4 B - =— X2
et & S BRBHRESCH A FIA v OFKICET S
TEF U RAORAINE IR L Lo e &
z25,

AR TRA UTWREIE, Sk 30 452 224 97 @Rl
WFZe 2 4 Bh < (HEVAPEIR BBURWIZE ). PRk 27 4F
JEE A S BB AR AR SR Tl Bh & (e MR AR BURF 2 3
%), 2015 48 H AR EFTSEBH I RS B RCIF2E (VR
PP RS ALRFSE S 2E) . 2014 4 )8 ~ 2016 4E )% B}
e B R S22 35 T8 (B). 2017 48 )% ~ 2019 4£)%
Rl e B B Rl 2 SLIERTSE (C) . EIRR 22 R 22 bt
BB PRI SR B OB I & v fibhiz,
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