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hospital is also very common, with approximately 1() %o of
p:mems being readmitred within 30 days ofdlscharge These

ortality and readmission rates are hlgher than those for acute
coronary syndromes and have attracred increasing attention
because of the heavy burden hearr failure places on the health

Heart Centre/University of Tovornto,

2 Mortality From Administrative Data:
1 It Be Improved?
V. Tu, MD, PhD, FRCPC*?

Sciences (ICES), Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Tovonto, Ontario, Canada

saki et al., pages 1055-1061 of this issue.

Medicare patients aged 65 years or older.” These data have
demonstrated that heart failure mortality rates vary widely
across US hospitals.

A critical issue involved in comparing hospital performance
for heart failure outcomes focuses on the need to stadstically
adjust for differences in the types of patients being treated in
various hospitals. It is important that these differences (eg,
demographics, clinical characteristics, patient acuity) be
accounted for in any comparison of outcomes across hospitals.
Several statistical models have been developed o predict heart
failure outcomes from both administrative and clinical dara
sources thar potentla]]v could be used for case-mix adjustment

In an effort to improve
patients with heart failure, pg
developed in both( anada and |/
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