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TACO

TACO
classified with a TACO (surveillance

reporting criteria  Patients
diagnosis) should exhibit:

1) acute onset or worsening
respiratory distress during or up to 12
hours after transfusion; and

2) two or more of the following:

e Evidence of acute or worsening
pulmonary oedema based on: o clinical
physical examination (see Note 1),
and/or o radiographic chest imaging
(see Note 2)

. Evidence for unanticipated

cardiovascular system changes
including development of tachycardia,
hypertension, jugular venous distension
and peripheral edema (see Note 3)

e Evidence of fluid overload including
any of the following: a positive fluid
balance; response to diuretic therapy
combined with clinical improvement;
and change in the patient's weight in
the peri-transfusion period (see Note 4)
e Elevation in natriuretic peptide (NP)
levels (e.g., BNP or NT-pro BNP) to
than 15

pretransfusion

greater times the

value. A normal
post-transfusion NP is not consistent
with a diagnosis of TACO; serial testing
of NP levels in the peri-transfusion
period may be helpful in identifying

TACO.

20

Notes 1. Clinical findings could include
crackles on lung auscultation, orthopnea and
cough, cyanosis and decreased oxygen
saturation values in the absence of other
specific causes.

2. Diagnostic radiographic Imaging Findings
consistent with circulatory overload could
include presence of new or worsening pleural
effusions, progressive lobar vessel
enlargement, peribronchial cuffing, bilateral
Kerley lines, alveolar oedema with nodular
areas of increased opacity and cardiac
silhouette enlargement.

3. Blood pressure monitoring Often the arterial
pressure is raised, often with widened pulse
pressure; however hypotension may be a
presenting feature, e.g. in patients in a state of
acute cardiac collapse. Blood pressure should
be monitored especially if multi-unit
transfusions are given.

4. Change in the patient’s weight Typically the
patient's weight will increase. However there
may be a decrease following diuretic therapy.

Imputability

The imputability, the causal contribution

of the transfusion, is assessed

separately
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