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Child Abuse in Japan (Part 1): The Number of Child Abuse Cases in Which Public Health
Nurses Are Involved

Yoshiko Qzasa', Chie Nagahiro®, Hisako Saito’, Chikako Furugen®, Kayoko Nakashima®, Kazuhiko
Yoshinaga

'Schoal of Health Sciense, Faculty of Medicine, Universily of the Ryukyus, International University of Heaith and Weifear, “Saga
University “Naha C ity “Sagakenrity Sougou Kangogakuin, "Facurity of Medicine Fukuoka Unversity

PURPOSE:The purpose of this study is to clarify the number of suspected and actual cases of child abuse in
which public health nurses are involved and the actual situation of their working with relevant institutions,
METHODS:We conducted a self-administered questionnaire survey of 2,705 public health nurses working for
municipal agencies and public health centers. 1,197 questionnaircs were recovered (44.3%). Questions were
composed ol basic attributes, the number of dealing with child abuse cases, participation in the child abuse
prevention network, and attendance at a training seminar of child abuse prevention. This research was approved by
and conducted under the guidance of University of the Ryukyus Ethics Committee. RESULTS:Respondents were
1,154 females (96.4%) and 26 males (2.2%), whose average length of services and average age were 13.97 and
30.03 years, tespectively. 65.8% of public health nurses received child abuse inquiries by local residents. 50.7%
of them were informed of child abuse cases by medical institutions. 78.95% of them (945 respondents) dealt with
a case of child abuse (including a suspected case): 28.8% for 1 to 2 cascs, 38.1% for 3 to 9 cases, and 33.1% for
more than 9 cases. 84.5% of them reported suspected cases of child abuse to child guidance centers. 50.8% of
them advised other public health nurses to report child abuse cases Lo them. Our statistical analysis shows that as
the number of child abuse cases in which public health nurses are involved increases, the more likely they are to
report them to child guidance centers (s = 0.66, p <0.0001).DISCUSSION: About 80% of public health nurses
are considered to be involved in child abuse cases. [t is also suggested that about 70% ol them make contact with
child guidance centers.
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Child Abuse in Japan (part1):
The Number of Child Abuse Cases in
Which Public Health Nurses Are Involved

Yoshiko Ozasal), Chie Nagahiro2), Hisako Saito3), Chikako Furugend), Kayoko Nakashima5),
Kazuhiko Yoshinaga6)

1)University of the Ryukyus, 2)International University of Health and Welfear, 3)Saga University,
4)Naha City, 5)Sagakenritu Sougou Kangogakuin, 6)Facurity of Medicine Fukuoka Unversity

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this study is to clarify the number of suspected and actual cases of
child abuse in which public health nurses are involved and the actual situation of their
working with relevant institutions.

METHCDS:

We conducted a self-administered questionnaire survey of 2,705 public health nurses working
for municipal agencies and public health centers (Pref.: Okinawa, Fukuoka, Saga, Okayama,
Tokyo, City: Sapporo, Kobe). 1,197 questionnaires were recovered (44.3%). Questions were
composed of basic attributes, the number of dealing with child abuse cases, participation in the
child abuse prevention network, and attendance at a training seminar of child abuse y
prevention. This research was approved by and conducted under the guidance of University of
the Ryukyus Ethics Committee.
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DISCUSSION:

About 80% of public health nurses are considered to be involved in child abuse cases. It is
also suggested that about 70% of them make contact with Child Guidance Centers.
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Child Abuse in Japan(Part 2) Research on Demographic Characteristics of Public Health
Nurse Experiences of Child Abuse Cases
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PURPOSEThe purpose of this research is to identify problems in child abuse by clarifying how public health
nurses recognize and respond to it METHODS: We conducted a sell-administered questionnaire survey of 2,705
health nurses working for public health centers and other municipal agencies in 7 prefectures. 1,197 nurses
participated in it (44.3%) and yielded 955 valid responses. Questions are composed of basic atiributes, the
experience in handling child abuse cases, coordination with relevant organizations, and knowledge on child
abuse. RESULTS:35% of respondents stayed in cities with population of 200,000 or more. Their average length
of services and average age were 14 vears and 39 years, respectively. About 50% and 8% of them are in charge of
maternal and child health and child welfare, respectively. The average number of child abuse cases they handled
was 3.6. The size of city's population in which they stayed is negatively associated with the number of child abuse
cases in which they are involved. Those who stayed in cities whose population was more than 200,000 or less than
10,000 were more likely to report child abuse cases to child guidance centers than those who stayed in cities whose
population is over 50,000 but less than 100,000, The sizc of city's population is also positively correlated with the
number of public health nurses who took the training course of ¢hild abuse prevention. DISCUSSION:About 80%
of public health nurses experienced child abuse cases. As the population increases, public health nurses were more
likely to experience child abuse cases, took the training course of child abuse prevention, and read a manual on
child abuse prevention in a workplaces. These findings suggest that it is necessary for cities whose population is
over 50,000 but less than 200,000 to take child abuse prevention measures more actively.
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Child Abuse in Japan (part2):
Research on Demographic
Characteristics of the Experlences
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PURPOSE: . e :
The purpose of this research is to Idenh.fy problems in Chﬂd abuse by clarx.fymg how
public health nurses recogmze and respond to it.

Tablel.Demographic Characteristics of experience  Table2. The public health nurse's support when it
y ;s encounters child abuse (two or more answers)

Table3. Public health nurse’s role concerning child
abuse (two or more answers)

RESULTS:

The average number of child abuse cases they handled was 3.632.7. The size of city's population in
which they stayed is negatively associated with the number of child abuse cases in which they are
involved (p<0.001). Those who stayed in cities whose population was more than 200,000 or less than
10,000 were more likely to report child abuse cases to child guidance centers than those who stayed in
cm=-s whose population is over 30 000 but less than 100, 000

DISCUSSION:

As the population increases, pubhc health nurses were more hkely to expenence child abuse cases,

took the training course of child abuse prcventlon, and read a manuﬂ] on child abuse prevention ina -
workplaces, These findings suggest that it is necessary for cities whose popu]atlon is over 50,000 but
less than 200,000 to take child abuse prevention measums more actwely
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Child Abuse in Japan(Part 3) Reality and Characteristics of Child Abuse Recognition among
Public Health Nurses and Nursing Students
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'Division of Fukuoka Nursing School, International University of Health and Welfare, "Fuculty of Medicine, School of Nursing,
Fukuoka University, ‘Saga Sougo Kanngogakuin

PURPOSE: The purpose of this research is to compare public health nurses' recognition of child abuse with
nursing students' one for considering supporters' roles of child abuse prevention. METHODS:We conducted
a self-administered questionnaire survey of 2,705 health nurses working for public health centers and other
municipal agencies in 7 prefectures and 2 cities and of 488 nursing students in 3 prefectures of Kyushu during the
period spanning September through October 2010. Then, we analyzed 1,197 and 387 valid responses. Questions
were composed of basic attributes, the experience in handling child abuse cases, coordination with relevant
organizations, and knowledge on child abuse. This research was approved by and conducted under the guidance
of University of the Ryukyus Ethics Committee. RESULTS:98.0% and 79.0% of public health nurses and 96.6%
and 14.0% of nursing students showed concern to child abuse and handled child abuse cases, respectively.
Public health nurses' recognition scores were higher in sexual abuse, physical abuse, and neglect and lower in
psychological abuse than nursing students' ones at a statistically significant level. Judgments on abuse acls were
classified into 5 patterns, showing the variety of respondents’ reaction to child abuse.DISCUSSION:Our research
found out an interesting variation of respondents’ recognition of child abuse, Those acts that public health nurses
and nursing students do not consider as child abuses and items whose recognition scores are low among nursing
students include acts that are treated as child abuses in Western countries. [t suggests that cultures and social
customs in Japan have a great influence on the recognition of child abuse. It is necessary to build consensus on
child abuse recognition and standardize it for establishing child abuse prevention system.
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RESULTS We analyzed 1,197(PHNs) and 387(Nursing student} valid responses

Tablel. The comparison of PHNs* and Nursing Table2. The Classification Type of Judgments on
Student’ Recognitiop for Child Abuse Abuse Acts
i PHNs Nutsing student Types Judgments on Abuse Acts (rate of Answer)
N=1187 N=387 “Once it happens, T thil of it as abuse” > 80%
pm‘f:'; 1% Prysical sbuse:3 Neglect3 Sevial anticers-Peychivloionl sbnser2
mean=8D mean+ 8D izl i —
“Once it happens, ruu af itas abuse™ :70-50%
e Paitern 2 Physical abuse i Sexual abuse:1 Psychological abuse:3
(}:}hr‘tz‘:f) ahyse 331058 >  285%0.61 “ Zilems Physical abu \-cg]z:l,} PHNs > Nursing student
- abuse:l Psych 3 PHNs < Nursing student r
Neglect iR “Once it happens, 1 think of it s abuse"30% and “IF it is sometimes.
(13 itpms) 313+0.68 >  2.87%062 e s afboning 1Tk ofi s sbuse” 300
e c i Physical abuse:4 Psychological abuse:? Physical abuse:4
Sexual abuse i " PHNs: “Once it happens, I think of it as abuse”
(9 items) 3335052 > 3.08+056 e Nursing student: “If it is sometimes | Lthink of it as abuse”
Psythological i B ! Pattern 4 Pattern 3 and “It may not be proper but I do no think it is abuse™ same
abuse 274081 <  2.86+0.66 ® 7items  Negleet:2 Psychological abuse:s
(18 items) “Not any problems” and ]l may not h: proper but I do not think ms
. N abuse >50%
All (44 items) 3091056 > 290+0.50 * Neglect:1 Sexual abuse:2 Psychological abuse:1
Mann-Whitney U-test **p <0.001 *p<0.0 — *He/she comes hame late, 5o a child always eats dinner alone,

Pattern 5 PHNs 53,5% Mursing student 39.7%
.~ " *He/she goes out of the bath and walk in front of a child in a state
AUOMS  of yndress,  PHNs 52.4% Mursing sudent 61 4%
*Hey/she takes a bath with an adolescent child of the opposite sex.
PHNs 53.8% Nursing student 62. 1%
*He/she forces a child below school age to study for entrance
examination.  PHNs49.0% Nursing studeat 50.7%







