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Componénts of Health Information Technology

- from the view point of health information interoperability
Okada Mihoko
President, Japan Association for Medical Informatics

Japan Association for Medical Informatics (JAMI) promotes academic research. JAMI is also responsible for healthcare
information infrastructure for the real world healthcare delivery, and that the association has long been involved in practical
activities in collaboration with clinical, academic societies, industry and government. Firstly I will introduce the action plan
of the association, which is rather near-term and is intended to be practical for enhancement of health informatics
infrastructure. Secondly, I will talk about promotion of healthcare IT in the context of quality care. An overall picture of
elements of healthcare IT is presented in relation with healthcare, from the view point of patient information sharing. Then
discussion will be made on questions including what is healthcare IT for, what should be IT enabled, for whom and how.

Keywords: healthcare information technology, clinical information 1nteroperab111ty, quality measures,

performance measures
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A questionnaire survey for the users of the regional health Information

systems
ISHIDA HAKU" WATANABE SUNAO? SHIRATORI YOSHIMUNE®
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"'Dept. of Medical Informatics & Decision Sicences, Yamaguchi University Hospital
"St. Luke’s MediLocus, St. Luke’s International Hospital Brach Clinic
“Medical IT Center, Nagoya University
“Dept. of Health Informatics, Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare

[Purpose] To clarify the users" evaluation of the usefulness of the regional health information systems on securely
connected network using such as VPN, in which clinical information of the patients were shared among relevant medical
professions including clinicians, nurses and pharmacists.

[Methods] We conducted a questionnaire survey regarding the regional health Information systems inquiring such as the
contents, purpose and frequency of their usage of clinical information, the permissible upper limit of payment for usage and
so on to all users of five typical systems.

[RESULTS] The recovery rate of the questionnaire was 30.4% (296 replies /974 sent) and respondents facilities were
breakdown to clinics 65%, pharmacy 18% and hospitals 12%. More than 50% of users in these three types of facilities
browsed the information of prescription, clinical history, images and its reports, and 40% more of them referred the
discharge summaries. The users of the medical facilities reported that the main reasons of the reference for were the
confirmation of detailed clinical information which was previously roughly written on the documents of the introduction and
the resolution of clinical questions related to the patients, while the proportion of learning about tests or treatment were the
less than in a half of the cases. More than a half of users desired that the system should be maintained even they have to pay
the fees to use it and many of them answered that they would be willing to pay from ¥3,000 to ¥5,000 per month.

[Conclusions] Those results of the questionnaire survey regarding regional health information systems suggested the users
put relatively high valuation to them, although low frequency of their usage. To sustain the systems, it is necessary to reveal
the clinical effectiveness.

Keywords: regional health information systems, questionnaire survey
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