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A STUDY ON RESIDENTIAL AND VOCATIONAL FACILITIES FOR PERSON
WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES

— Changes in residential services under the services and supports for persons with disabilities act —

Yuji MATSUDA™

* Assoc. Prof., Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences, Ochanomizu University, Dr. Eng.

In this research, how residential and vocational facilities for person with physical disabilities adapt the new service
system of Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act started from 2005 is investigated. At the same time,
changes that are caused by this new system on residents living in these facilities are studied. 170 residential and
vocational facilities for person with physical disabilities are identified, by WAMNET and other web pages. Most of these
facilities switched to the support for person in residential care as a residential service, and care for daily life as daytime

activities.

Then, fifteen facilities are selected for farther research, according to their location, types of services so that variety of
characteristics of facilities is guaranteed. The researcher visits each facility, and conducted interview research. Facility’s
managers or staff who know what happened when they adapted the new service system very well are asked how they
corresponded to the change of service system, which services they chose as residential and daytime service, what was
challenges at the service transition, what they think is important for the residents to social inclusion, and so on. Besides
this interview, the research by questionnaires is done in order to acquire the physical and communicational abilities of

residents.

The results are summarized as follows.

1) Most of facilities changed into the support for person in residential care and care for daily life: As residential services,
they do not have other options but the support for person in residential care, because physically disabled people were
excluded from the user of group homes and care homes for disabled people until 2009. From the survey on the physical
and communicational abilities of residents, it appeared that some residents are not only physically disabled, but have
disabilities in communication. This means these residents require careful observation and adequate help in decision-
making. For these kinds of people, living away from the facility with caretakers is almost impossible.

2) Some of facilities were originally established as housings for workers with physical disabilities: Some facilities,
especially established in 70’s, are started as a dormitory of working place for physically disabled people. In these
facilities, working is means of earning their income. What is problematic is, by Services and Supports for Persons with
Disabilities Act, that working is included into daytime service. This means they cannot earn as much as they did in the
previous system, and some fell this that their dignity is violated.

3) Because support for persons in residential care didn't admit users to use working programs, some of people had to quit
working: If the facility chose the support for person in residential care as a residential service, they cannot chose working
services as daytime services, until 2011, Because of this restriction, facilities whose residents are eager to work had
serious trouble in choosing residential service. If they chose to work, residents cannot stay the same facility, and have to
find other place to live. As a result, there are some residents who want to work but have to give up working because they
cannot find the place to live.

4) Social inclusion thorough Group homes and Care homes for person with physical disabilities are difficult: Even after
physically disabled people included to the user of group home and care home, it is not easy to move to group homes or
care homes because physically disabled people require accessible environment, which is almost impossible to find from

existing houses.

(20144 3 B14HEFSH, 20144F 6 A 13EHME)
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