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Figure 1: Two-dimensional model of the autistic continuum
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AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER

Hideo HONDA
Mental Health Clinic for Children, Shinshu University Hospital

The concepts of autism and its related
conditions have undergone various transfor-
mations since Kanner's original definition,
into its latest form as defined in the DSM-b.
The major changes from DSM-IV to DSM-5
are: 1) change from a category of Pervasive
Developmental Disorders (PDDs) including
several subcategories, to a unitary concept of
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) with no
subcategories, 2) integration of the three ar-
eas of impairment into two core symptom
domains, 3) consideration of ASD as one of
the neurodevelopmental disorders, 4) accep-
tance of comorbidity of ADHD and ASD, and
5) inception of social (pragmatic) communi-
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cation disorder, hitherto considered in con-
junction with ASD, as a new condition under
Communication Disorders. The current revi-
sion from PDDs to ASD is mostly adequate
in light of accumulating evidence in autism
research, although some issues remain to be
resolved in future revisions.
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