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Child-Resistant Does Not Mean
Childproof

In the United States more than two million possible poisoning are reported
to poison centers each year, with approximately 90% happening in the home.
jority of those reported poisonings involving children.

There are several products in the home and garage that are potentially toxic
and could be poisonous if ingested, inhaled or is sprayed or splashed on the
skin or in the eyes. Each year the media reports on stories of children dying or
suffering serious injury because a child accidently ingested a product that had
child-resistant packaging. Either the child was able to open the product or it
was not secured properly.

Children are curious and like to imitate adults. They learn very quickly how
o open products by watching adults. The mistake people make is thinking that
child-resistant specialty packaging is childproof.

According to the Consumer Products Safety Commission and the Poison
Prevention Packaging Act,

“The term “special packaging” means packaging that is designed
or i for children under five years
of age to open or obtain a toxic or harmful amount of the substance
contained therein within a reasonable time and ot difficult for normal
adults to use properly, but does not mean packaging which all such
children cannot open or obtain a toxic or harmful amount within a
reasonable time".

Child resistant packaging should not be the first line of defense to prevent

B i poisonings from should be the last. There is a reason
about it , rather 3
at www.talkaboutrx.org able to open it. For this reason experts caution people to lock up all medicine
November and hazardous material out of the reach of children.
« National Family Week, Unintentional poisoning is an avoidable public health problem when proper
November 21 - 27, Alliance | Precautions are taken. Here is a list of recommendations to prevent unintentional
for Children and Families medicine poisonings.
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