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10 Labor Migration in Japan: a 20-y
ear review 20

This study aims to show trends in
inter-prefecture migration in Japan
from year 1991 to 2011; and investig
ate reasons of migration for Japanes
e teenage, middle aged, and elderly,

respectively. Using nationally repr
esentative repeated cross-sectional
data, the National Survey on Migrati
on (

(

)), from 1991 to the lates
t 2011, we FTirst show trends in migr
ations. Specifically, we stratify in
ter-prefecture migration into three
types: the U-type migration, the I-t
ype migration, and no migration.

We denote U-type migration for a r
espondent who currently lives in the

prefecture of his/her birthplace, a
nd has an experience of out-migratio
n to other prefectures. Put another

way, a respondent migrates U-type if
he/she has moved from his/her prefe
cture of birthplace to other prefect
ures but returned back. No migration
is defined for a respondent who is
living in the prefecture of his/her
birthplace and has never been out of
this prefecture. I-type migration,
correspondingly, represents a respon
dent migrating from his/her birthpla
ce to another prefecture, say prefec
ture i, and currently lives in this
prefecture i.
We confirm that people migrating i
n different type follow different re
asons, in particular U-type migrants
are more likely to come back to the
ir hometown for work or co-residence
with family members. These reasons
indicate that policy on promotion of
employment, health care services, a
nd long-term care services ought to
be strengthened in these destination
prefectures of U-type migration. Th
is finding reveals a hint for policy
makers in lower GDP prefectures who
have been dedicated to attract immi
grants to solve the severe depopulat
ion issue.
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