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Cancer Treatment for Patients with Dementia: Asao Ogawa (Division of Psycho-Oncology, National Cancer Center Hos-
pital Fast)
Summary

Cancer is a disease associated with aging. In Japan, the rate of aging is estimated to be over 25%. Further, the prevalence of
dementia also increases with age, and cancer patients with dementia are becoming more common. Dementia is a progressive
condition characterized by impairment in memory and at least one other cognitive domain (language, praxis, gnosis, cr
executive function), as well as a compromised ability to perform daily functions. Impairment of short-term memory and
executive function in particular are assaciated with an increased risk for functional decline and mortality. Assessment of
cagnitive furction is necessary to ensure that cancer patients can provide informed consent and anderstand the risks, benefits,
and alternatives of therapeutic treatment. The health care team needs to ascertain whether patients have the menta! capacity
for cancer treatment, will comply with the treatment schedule, and will understand when to seek help. Eloerly cancer patients
undergoing treatment need to be assessed for vulnerability with the comprehensive geriatric assassment (CGA). Key words:
Cancer, Geriatric oncology, Psycho-orcology, Dementia, Corresponding author: Asao Ogawa, Division of Psycho-Cncolo-
gy, National Cancer Center Hospital East, 6-5-1 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa, Chiba 277-8577, Japan
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