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Investigate and Respond to
diffuse food poisoning

Takuri Takahashi, Ph.D.

National Institute of Infectious Diseases,
Japan

Legal basis for food poisoning
in Japan
. 'I;ood poisonings are covered by “Food Sanitation
ot’

— deteriorated, or are rotten, or immature
— toxic or harmful substances
— Pathogens
- contamination or the addition of foreign substances
« Any cases physician diagnosed as food poisoning,
may be treat as food poisoning case
~ food allergy are not included

- Some diseases are also covered by “infectious
disease controf law”

5(02/24

QOutline

* local government and health center

+ Who'’s going to be a leader?

+ Food poisoning or infectious diseases ?
= Cooperation

* For the future

* (Recent situations of enterohemorrhagic
Escherichia coli: EHEC in Japan)

| l\_oéal, gbVernmenf and
health centers

Detection

Investigation

Elimination
Local autonomy

Detection

+ A physician notify the director of the
nearest health center to that effect
immediataly when diagnose food
poisoning

+ A compliant from customers

* Regular inspections

+ Information from other local
government, police, school, media etc.

Investigation
« Heailth center conduct investigation
— Epidemiological investigations
— microbiological or physicochemical tests or
tests using animals

(Order for Enforcement of the Food
Sanitation Act)

NIID Field Epidemiology Training Program
(FETP-J) could help investigation

( by local government requests)
2015702,




Elimination of the hazards

- the Minister of Health, Labour and
Welfare or a prafectural governor may
order the business person to dispose or
to take any other necessary measures
to eliminate the food sanitation hazards.

Who is going to be a
leader?

Restaurant

HQ of restaurant chain
Processing plant
Patients

First case

MHWL

Mesh style

Star style

Combination style

Combination style

Balance




Food poisoning and notifiable
diseases

¢ Salmonella spp.

< Clostridium botulinum

- ergerchemorrhagic Escherichia cofl EHEC
* Yersinia enterocolitica O8

« Campylobacter jejuni / coli

o Vitwio coleras

= Shigella (Dysentery)

v Salmoneila Typhi

« Salmonella Paratyphi A

« Other Chemicals

Reds are covered as food poisoning but also pathogens of noifable diseases

diffuse food poisoning

» Local government and health center
takes main rolss in food poisoning
investigation and response

 Food poisoning section and Infectious
disease section

It happened at many places
Therefore, cooperation is important

Food poisoning or notifiable

diseases?
targets investigation .fOOd. nqtrﬁable
poisoning disease
symptoms, health check 0] e
contact tracing B O
Patient  action history o] A
meal history o A
stool or other inations o
sanitary check [e]
Cooking facility biological test, equipments and Io) )
ffood
workers lhealth check o] A
stool or other ination: o
other related |health check (o] @]
persons  istool or other examinations

Cooperation between...

« Food poisoning sector and Infectious
disease sectors ( at local government or
Health center level)

* Many local governments

* Local government and MHLW
( Including NIID)

For the future

« Diffuse outbreak
epidemiological
investigation
guidelines (March
2014 released)

» Now revising

Contents

» Basics of epidemiological survey

« Introduction of actual diffuse food
poisoning (domestics and foreign
cases)

Case study
+ Basic information of Pathogens




Revising

= More easy instructions for
epidemiological survey

- Clearer investigation algorithm
» Application of guidelines

°

summary

Local governments and HC are
important player

Two different side - food poisoning or
infectious disease

Importance of management and
cooperation

Guidelines for better diffuse food
poisoning investigation and response
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