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ANALYSIS OF LABOUR ACCIDENTS OCCURRING IN DISASTER
RESTORATION WORK FOLLOWING THE GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE

Kazuya ITOH, Seiji TAKANASHI, Tomohito HORI, Yasumichi HINO,
Naotaka KIKKAWA, Hiroki TAKAHASHI, Katsutoshi OHDO,
Satoshi TAMATE and Yasuo TOYOSAWA

Labour accidents in disaster-relief and disaster restoration work following the Great East Japan
Earthquake (2011) were researched and analysed in order to raise awareness of the risks and hazards in
such work, over a time period from the occurrence of earthquake up to a 18 months afterwards. In the
construction industry, the characteristic accidents resulting in deaths and injuries are “Others,” which
includes disposal of rubble and demolition of buildings. In the building work, the predominant type of
accident is a “fall to lower level,” which increases mainly due to the fact that labourers are working to
repair houses and buildings. And in the civil engineering, the predominant type of accidents is a being
“caught in or compressed by equipment,” due to the fact that working areas are limited in terms of space
and subject to over-congestion. congested and limited. In addition, the number of the accidents classed as
“fall to lower level” in the building work correlates closely with the number of partially damaged houses
in disaster-affected areas.
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