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ABSTRACT

Gene expression profiles of hepatitis B virus (HBV) producing and non-producing cells were investigated to
know how HBYV affects cellular gene expression profiles. In this report, we tested the gene expression profile
of an HBV producing cell line called HB611 cells and its parental counterpart Huh6 cells. The HB611 cells
have been confirmed to express all HBV-related gene products except X gene and produce HBV-like particles
that supposed to be infectious into the medium. ~ Gene expression profile analyses were performed using a
DNA microarray and it was found that not a few genes was changed for their expression in the presence of
HBYV related products. Among them, 2,063 genes out of 51,000 were expressed in HB611 cells eight times or
more than in Huh6 cells and 1014 genes were expressed in Huh6 cells eight times or more than in HB611 cells.
Interestingly, alpha-fetoprotein (AFP), which is an immature hepatocyte factor, and CD24 (a small cell lung
carcinoma cluster 4 antigen) were extremely highly expressed in HB611 cells. Some cell cycle genes such as
cyclin E (CYCE) and cdk2 (CDK2) were expressed higher in HB611 cells than in Huh6 cells. This analysis was
performed with the cells expressing HBV related genes and producing HBV artificially in the hepatocellular
originated cell line. Therefore, the gene expression profile may be somewhat different from that of natural
HBYV infection to normal hepatocytes. Nonetheless, it was suggested that HBV infection and its gene expres-
sion should made the cellular gene expression change and some of them should be relevant to blastic change of

differentiated hepatocytes.



INTRODUCTION

Hepatitis B virus (HBV) is a causative agent for acute, chronic hepatitis leading to liver cirrhosis and finally to
hepatocellular carcinoma, which are serious problems where HBV is prevalent such as east and south-east Asia,

middle east countries, Africa, the equator of south America, Alaska, the coast area of Greenland [17].

HBV was identified as an Australian antigen firstly by Blumberg about a half century ago[1]. Itis
obvious that HBV infection is involved in the several diseases mentioned above [10]. The pathophysiology,
however, that HBV causes, and the viral life cycle itself, have not been yet to be clarified, largely due to limited
propagation system of this virus [20]. Even though there are several animal models similar to HBV such as
avihepadnaviruses (duck hepatitis B virus [DHBV] and heron hepatitis B virus [HHBV] etc.,) and the other or-
thohepadnaviruses like grand squirrel hepatitis virus (GSHV) and woodchuck hepatitis virus (WHV), they are
still inconvenient for daily research activity [17]. Of course, orthohepadnaviruses have been identified in pri-
mates; wooly monkey hepatitis B virus (WMHBV), gibbon ape hepatitis B virus (GAHBV), orangutan hepatitis
B virus (OHBV) and chimpanzee hepatitis B virus (CHBV) [17], but their usage in the species are beset with

ethical issues .

Molecular studies of HBV clarified many functions of HBV related gene products. Such data,
however, should be verified in the natural life cycle in vitro and/ or in vivo and further more, there are a lot of
mysteries about HBV including the covalently closed circular DNA (cccDNA) formation and its regulation, the
entry and the egress [4]. HBYV infects efficiently primary human hepatocytes (PHH) in vitro [5, 16] and tupaia
primary human hepatocytes [23]. PHH is now commercially available from human liver-uPA-SCID mouse
[13], but too expensive for ordinary research. A hepatocellular carcinoma-originated cell line called HepaRG
was reported to become permissive for HBV several weeks after differentiation induction with 2% dimethyl
sulfoxide (DMSO) [6]. Nonetheless, its infectivity is limited as much as twenty to thirty percent and the Hep-
aRG is also commercially sold and restricted for its use and propagation. Therefore, more useful and conven-

ient HBV infection system must be established.



Thus, it is very difficult to understand accurate HBV life cycle and we only test HBV amplification
mechanism by transfecting cloned HBV genome into hepatocellular-originated cell lines such as HepG2, HuHS,
HuH7 and so on. The limited transfection efficiency to these cell lines seems not to be appropriate how HBV
affects the cellular gene expression profile. And there have been only two reports about cellular gene expres-

sion profiles under HBV producing and infecting models [2, 7].

In this report, we analyzed cellular gene expression profiles comparing HBV producing cells to its
parental HBV non-producing cells and recognized that considerable numbers of gene expression level was al-
tered by HBV amplification. We also picked up several characteristic gene expression level involved in cell

cycle and interferon system.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

CELL. HuH6 and HB611 cells were grown in DMEM (low glucose; 1.0g/L) (Nakalai tesque®) supplemented
with 10% fetal bovine serum, 10IU/ml penicillin G and 10ug/ml streptomycin (Nakalai tesque®). In case of

HB611 culture, G418 (Nakalai tesque®) was added in the media at 0.5mg/ml.

RNA PURIFICATION. HuH6 and HB611 cells were grown on the 10 cm cell culture dish (Iwaki®) at almost
confluent condition whose cell number was about 2~3 x 10¢/dish. The cells were washed with phosphate
buffered saline (PBS) twice and then lysed directly in 3ml Trizol® (Invtrogen-Life Technologies). Each lysed
solution was transferred into a 15ml centrifugation tube (BD™™), respectively and total RN A was purified ac-
cording to the manufacturer’s protocol. The RNA was finally solved in TE solution (10mM Tris-HC1 pH7.6,

ImM EDTA) and the concentration was measured with a UV Spectrophotometer (DU800™, Beckman)

DNA MICROARRAY ANALYSES. Each total RNA (250ng) was labeled with GeneChip® 3'IVT Express Kit
aRNA amplification prodedure according to the manufacturer’s protocol (GeneChip® 3'TVT Kit User Manual,
P/N 702646 Rev.1; Chapter 2 aRNA Amplification Protocol and Chapter 3 Evaluation and Fragmentation of

aRNA). The probe was hybridized on a DNA microarray, Human Genome U133 Plus2.0® (Affymetrix™)



with a hybridization oven (Hybridization Oven 640 110V®; Affymetrix 800138) and washed with Fluidics Sta-
tion 450® (Affymetrix 00-0079). The microarray was scanned with GeneChip Scanner 3000® (Affymetrix
00-0074) and analyzed with GeneChip Operating Software verl.4® (Affymetrix 690036). The analysis protocol
was GeneChip Expression Analysis Data Fundamentals® (Chapter 4 First-Order Data Analysis and Data Qual-

ity Assesment and Chapter 5 Statistical Alogorithms Reference) with GeneChip Operating Software verl.4®.
RESUTS

HB611. This cell was established by transfecting three tandemly arranged HBV genomes (adr4) in a plasmid
containing the G418 resistance gene into HuH6 cells (Fig. 1) [19, 21]. HB611 cells maintains one copy of three
tandemly arranged HBV genomes and is supposed to reflect all pathways of the HBV life cycle except the at-

tachment and the entry process and the covalently closed circular DNA (cccDNA) formation (Fig.1. and Fig.2).
The integrated HBV genome functions as cccDNA and produces HBV-related transcripts. The difference be-
tween HB611 and HuHS6 cells is that the HBV genome is integrated into a host chromosome with transcription
competence and there is no other system affecting cell physiology such as an immune system and therefore it

could be possible to compare gene expression profiles purely by HBV production.

Global differences of gene expression profiles between HB611 and HuH6. This time, we utilized the Affy-
metrix Human Genome U133 Plus2.0™. This microarray loaded more than 50,000 probes. The scatter plot
shows that 95% genes are expressed at the same level within eight folds difference (Fig. 3A, and 3B). Ten to
twenty genes are drastically changed for their expression (arrows in the Fig. 3, Table 1, Table 2). Typical ones
were picked up and drawn on the graph. Interestingly, some genes such as steroid sulfatace (microsomal)
isozyme S, microsomal triglyceride transfere protein and fatty acid binding protein involved in fatty acids me-
tabolism were highly expressed in HB611. And cell-growth related genes such as CD24 (gi; 180167), plate-
let-derived growth factor receptor a (PDGFRa) and myc (N-myc related) were also highly expressed in HB611

(Table 2., Fig. 7).

Not a few genes seem to be changed by HBV production for their expression. 1014 genes (~2.0%)



were highly expressed in the HB611 cells more than eight times and 2063 genes (~4%) were highly expressed in
the HuHS6 cells more than eight times. These data suggest that HBV production should affect cellular gene

expression program.

Cell cycle control genes. It is interesting how HBV production affects cell cycle since HBV is a major cause of
liver cancer in the world. We mined the data related to cell cycle control; cyclins, cyclin dependent kinases
(CDKs) and cyclin dependent kinase inhibitors (CKIs). In these cells, cyclin D1(CYCD1, gi; 12652656), cyclin
A2 (CYCA2. gi; 4502612), cyclin B1 (CYCBI, gi; 1443518) and cyclin B2 (CYCB2, gi; 1093801) were modestly ex-
pressed, but the expression level did not show much difference (Fig.4). Among CDKs, these cells expressed
CDK4 that functions in G0-G1 phase. CDKI, CDK2 and anther G0-G1 cyclin, CDK6 were modestly expressed
and their expression level was not different between HB611 cells and HuH6 cells (Fig. 5). As for CKls, p21Cirt
and p27Kirl were mainly expressed in these cells and suggest that they should probably work as major cell cycle
controllers (Fig. 5). We have to take into consideration that 80 ~90 % cells were in the G1 in the ordinary cul-
ture condition. In this term, it is interesting that S phase and M phase cyclins were relatively highly expressed
and CDK4 was fairly highly expressed in these cells. This might represent that these cells were transformed

cell lines.

Liver specific genes. The analysis was based on the hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) originated cells with or
without HBV production and therefore liver specific gene expression could be maintained modestly but fairly
reduced. As expected, some liver specific transcription factors such as hepatocyte nuclear factor 1A (HNF1A,
gi; 184264), 1B (HNF1B, gi; 4507396), 4A (HNF4A, gi; 3250320) and 4G (HNF4G, gi; 5636455) were at low expres-
sion (Fig. 6). Albumin (ALB, gi; 7959790) is one of the typical liver specific genes [9]and its expression was a
kind of repressed in these cell lines, which suggests that these HCC originated cell lines or otherwise, HCC
itself were dedifferentiated in the course of transformation (Fig. 6). Interestingly, alphafetoprotein (AFP, gi;
4501988) was extremely highly expressed in HB611 cells. This might suggest that HBV production should
drastically changed the expression program of this gene. As shown in Table 2, a couple of genes were much

highly expressed in the HB611 cells. It seems to be interesting how the gene expression was controlled, in a



similar way or in a different way?

Other interesting genes. While we were mining data, we found interesting expression profiles of some genes.
Sodium taurocholate co-transporting polypeptide (NTCP or NTCP1, gi; 4506970) was reported to be an HBV
receptor last year [25]. The report pointed out that HCC originated cultured cell line such as HepG2 and
HuH?7 did not express this gene and correction of this gene expression by transfection endowed these cell lines
with HBV infectivity and viral amplification. We checked the gene expression in this study. Beyond my
expectations, HB611 cells expressed moderately NTCP (Fig. 7), which suggests that HBV produced from the
HB611 cells could reinfect the cells. But so far, cccDNA was not observed in the HB611 [19, 21], which sug-
gests that there was some obstruction to HBV infection in this system. HBV membrane protein, large S (LS),
middle S (MS) and small S (SS or simply HBs) produced from the cells might interfere the HBV reinfection.

On the other hand, another similar gene, NTCP2 (gi; 456972) was at no expression level.

We checked about hundreds interferon related genes including INFs, IFN receptors and IFN regu-
latory factors (IRFs) but there was almost no difference between HB611 cells and HuHS6 cell, expressed or not
expressed (data not shown). Likewise, Janus kinase (JAK)/ signal transduction and transcription factors)
STATs related genes were not changed (data not shown), although it was reported that HBV polymerase

(HBVpol) inhibited the activities of the STAT proteins [24].

DISCUSSION

In this report, we analyzed how HBV production affected cellular gene expression profiles using an artificially
HBV producing system based on an HCC-originated cultured cell line. HBV never infects cultured cell lines
and experimental animals. Needless to say, this kind of analysis should be done in natural infection system.
HBYV, however, has strict species specificity and there is no very convenient and useful infection system for
HBV. HepaRG, a HCC derived cell line, and PHH separated from SCID-hu hepatocyte are commercially
available. Even though PHH shows high competency for HBV infection, both cell lines are very expensive

and inconvenient for daily HBV study. Therefore, more convenient and useful systems for HBV infection



must be explored and currently we can utilize an HBV production system designed artificially in HCC derived
cultured cell lines [18,19]. Nevertheless, it was clear that such analysis was very informative and HBV pro-
duction affected remarkably the cellular gene expression profiles and expression level of some genes appeared

to be drastically changed by HBV production,

Considerable numbers of gene seemed to be affected for their gene expression. Since it was reported that
hepatitis C virus infection affected lipid metabolism [15], it is very interesting that the expression level of some
genes such as fatty acid binding protein (gi; 4557584) involved in lipid metabolism was remarkably changed in
the presence of HBV related products in the cells. Change in lipid metabolism might lead to cellular pheno-

typic change.

Some genes related to cell growth such as PDGFR ¢ and myc (N-myc related in this case, gi; 33877057) were
extremely overexpressed in the HB611 cells. N-myc overexpression was observed in woodchuck hepatitis
virus (WHV) involved hepatocarcinogenesis [8, 22]. WHYV genome was found near or in the N-myc locus,
which resulted in overexpression of N-myc gene [22]. In our case or human HCC, there has been no evidence
that the HBV genome integrated in or near the N-myc locus. Therefore, N-myc overexpression in our system
is not the case and maybe there could be different mechanism. HBV infection might increase the gene expres-

sion and facilitate hepatocyte growth.

Cell cycle engine is accelerated by cyclins (CYCs) and cyclin dependent kinase (CDKs) which are checked and
controlled by CKI. Although CYCs and CDKs should be activated in immortalized and transformed cells,
CYCD1 (gi; 12652656) as a G1 phase cyclin, CYCA2 (gi; 4502612) as a S phase cyclin and CYCB2 (gi; 1093801)
and less CYCB1 (gi; 1443518) as an M phase cyclin were relatively activated in both HB611 and HuH6 cells.
CDK4 rather than CDK6 was favored in these cell lines. p57Kip2 (gi; 854949) is thought to be a CKI unique for

stem cells and p21€»! (gi; 11386202) and p27Kir! (gi; 12805034) were main CKls in this case as expected.

Liver specific gene expression could be important to show how much such cell lines maintained

well-differentiated hepatocyte characters. Although normal liver gene expression profiles were not investi-



gated, liver specific transcription factors such as HNF1A, 1B, 4A and 4G were expressed at low level but not
absent. ALB (gi; 7959790) is one of the characteristic liver specific genes and was at low expression level. In
contrast, AFP (gi; 4501988) was upregulated in HB611 cells, the mechanism of which could not be assessed in
this report but HBV production might cause blastic change in hepatic cells. NTCP (gi; 4506970) is a notable
factor as an HBV receptor [25]. Considering that cultured HCC derived cell lines never permit HBV infection,
NTCP expression had not been expected. HB611 cells, however, showed moderate expression of NTCP. This
fact let us expect that HB611 cells should competent for HBV infection and reinfection circuit could go around.
So far, we have not observed cccDNA formation in the HB611 cells and this is not the case perhaps because S

related membrane proteins secreted from HB611 cells should block the receptor and the ligand interaction.

We found a big difference of three genes influencing cell growth. EGEF as well as hepatocyte growth factor
(HGF) is a hepatocyte growth factor [12, 14] and therefore its receptor, EGFR (gi; 6228471) expression should be
important for tumor growth dependent on EGF. HBV production, however, could change drastically growth

factor usage to platelet derived growth factor (PDGF) by increasing PDGFR o (gi; 5453869).

It is fascinating how gene expression profiles are altered by HBV production. Core protein, polymerase and X
protein could be good candidates that change the gene expression and these phenomenon have to be assessed
in a natural HBV infection system using PHH. Furthermore, we should pay attention to non-coding short
RNA (ncsRNA) expression status in presence or absence of HBV. ncsRNA including miRNA basically have a
negative effect on the target gene [3]. Such RNA molecules should have remarkable effects on cellular and
viral gene expression program and might be expressed from HBV genome as well as host genome (Fig. 8),

though ten or more miRNAs have been reported to regulate HBV gene expression [11, 26].
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