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als with auditory handicaps anshin-Awaji.

earthquake

squiring support after the Great |

Takao Yabe', Yoshikura Haraguchi?, Yozo Tomoyasw?, Hiroshi Henmi?, Atus

:ea‘rthquake
Af&er the earthquake the respondentsl cxpress.ed a 'smong*‘

t.hm,e‘ ‘th pmfonnd hearmg impairment-or deafuess to- those with mild: to rrmd"

;te lmarmg».tmpwm@nt \.O!lld hav;:
communication” systems for obtaining ‘emergency disaster information and guidance information to-the shelter based on the
visual messages, ‘We suppose that disaster information equiprents consist of mobile network linked to the govetnmental disaster
information center and visual diSplay systemwith alarm flash Jamp and vibration were promising.

Key words » CEHCT with auditory handicap, the Great Hanshin-Awaj cart‘hquﬂké, commitmication systems for individuals
with auditory handicaps requiring support during disasters
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Abstract

Survey of individuals with auditory handicaps requiring support after the Western Tottori Earthquake
Takao Yabe', Yoshikura Haraguchi®, Yozo Tomoyasu?, Hiroshi Henmi?, Atushi [to?

Departiient of Otolaryngology, Tokyo Metropolitan Hiroo hospital
*National Disaster' Medical Center
KDDI Technology Development Center

The authors presented the results of investigations among individualy with auditory handicaps uquumw support-alter-the
Western "Tottori Barthquake of O¢tober 6, 2000, In: Japan there ate 360,000 persons have some forni of ;hearmg impairment and
the nwmber is increasing yearly with the aging of society. The aim of this paper is to discuss the effective communication systems
for individuals with auditory handicaps requiring suppott during various emergency. situations, The individuals surveyed were
members-of a group for the hearin g impaired in Tottori prefecture who expe’rieneedrﬁlez‘West@';j Tottori Barthquake. The ques-
tionnaire surveyed and interviews were eatried out’ frani Octobier 2002 to January, 2004, Of the 250 questionnaires mailed, 111
were returnieds, Vielding aveturn fate of 44.4%. Of the respondents, 65% were more than \60}years of age, z‘\jndfhe'zlgef'clistt,*ihuti@n
was preck;mixmntiy younger than 10 and older than 60 yéarsof age. Most respondents had mild bedring impairment:of class 6 or
lower (47.3%) or severe hiearing impairment of class 2 category (52.7%). Elderly respondents with mild to moderate hearing
impaiitent either did not have a hearing instrament or did not use one. On theothcﬁlmﬂné_; those withprofound hearing impdir-

ment or who were deaf rarely used @ heating insttument and obtained information on the earthquake in visual form such as sign
lahguage, teletext miessages and written notes,

After the @ariﬁquakc, the respondents expressed astrong desive for the public éme'i*iréﬁi:v fietwork o be expanded torinclude
feletext megsages {)A'i disaster in mmcm guldanw system tothe sheliers-and cominjunication’ systems in the shielters. Ag a result
‘of ‘the-present field survey, we foun hat:the mdmduals with auditory hdndlCd})‘« equitiiig support during: disasters should be
“divided into two groups, those with i ) > impairment able to use he: ng i netrument and thosc, wzth p:ofound
hearing tmpairment or deafness whouse sign .ianduag,e ddﬂy, and that commmm ation systeins '
e developed for each group.







