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Availability of treatment for physical comorbidities of
dementia patients in general hospitals

—— Experiences at the Dementia Care Unit of the
National Center for Geriatrics and Gerontology ——

Hideyuki Hattori, Yukihiko Washiini, Takashi Sakurai, Hidetoshi Endo, Kenji Toba

Cewnter for Compwehensive Care and Rescarch on Memory Disaonders,

National Center for Geriatrics and Gerontology

General hospitals frequently face difficulties in providing dementia patients with in-patient
care for their comorbid physical illnesses. In the Nationat Center for Geriatrics and Gerontology,
physical comorbidities in such patients are treated in general ward settings at the Dementia Care
Unit. This report deseribes our experiences at this unit. During hospitalization, patients were
treated mainly by the departments dealing with their physical illnesses, with backup support
from dementia specialists from the geroni,ology, neurology, and psychiatry departments, We pro-
vided in-patient care to dementia patients to treat their physical illnesses, such as pneumonia, as
well as o those whose behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia (BPSD) had been
exacerbated during treatment of physical illnesses. The most common underlying causes of de-
mentia were Alzheimer's discase and Lewy body dementia. Overall, 4% of patients were trans-
ferred to psychiatric hospitals. When evaluated using the Cohen-Mansfield Agitation Index
(CMAI, Japanese version}, the range and severity of their BPSD were significantly improved at
discharge compared with those at admission. Although we were able to provide appropriate care
10 patients for whom in-patient support. in general ward setlings had been considered infeasible,
there were several patients who exhibited severe aggressive behavior and had to be transferred
from the unit. The present study objectively confirmed that general hospitals have the capacity
1o provide in-patient care (o more deimentia patients than previously possible.

Key words : behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia (BPSD), physical comorbidi-
ly, in-patient care, general hospital
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ABSTRACT

Overview and Assessment of Cognitive Function
in Interpreting Postoperative Cognitive
Dysfunction

Rina Miura, Hideyuki HATTORI

Department of Psychialry, National Center for
Geriatries and Gerontology, Obu 474-8511

The most important point for evaluation of the post-
operative cognitive dysfunction is that we understand
“cogmitive function”. First, we described the definition
of the “cognitive function” and second, outlined each
function (dysfunction) and introduced the main assess-
ment methods from the view point of neuropsychology.
Cognitive function (dysfunction) described in this paper
includes consciousness (confusional state, disturbance of
consciousness), generalized atiention (disorder of gen-
cralized atiention), memory (amnesia). orientation
(disorientation). executive function (dysexecutive
syndrome), social cognition (social cognitive impair-
ment), language (aphasia). cognition (agnosia). behav-
ior (apraxia), directed atiention (unilateral spatial
neglect). and construction {(constructional disorder).

key words ° cognitive function, neuropsychology
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