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Effects of a Rich Emotionally-Satisfying Childbirth Experience of Mothers on
Their Later Parental Attitades and Behavior in School-Age Children

Kota Suzuki, Yosuke Kita, Yuki Inoue, MD,

Makiko Kaga, MD, Chizuru Misago, Kenji Takehara and Masumi Inagaki, MD
Department of Developmental Disorders, National Institute of Mental Health, National Center of
Neurology and Psychiatry (NCNP), Kodaira, Tokyo (KS, YK, YI, MK, MI) ;
Graduate School of Psychology, Rissho University, Tokyo (KS) ;

Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promaotion of Science (JSPS), Tokyo (YK) ;
Shimada Center for Rehabilitation and Newrodevelopmental Intervention, Hachioji, Tokyo (Y1) ;
Department of International and Cultural Studies, Tsuda College, Kodaira, Tokyo (CM) ;
Depariment of Health Policy, National Research Institute for Child Health and Development, Tokyo (KT)

This study examined the effects of a rich, emotionally-satisfying childbirth experience (CBE) of mothers on the behavior of school-

age children using longitudinal data measured from immediately to 7 years and 6 months after birth. The results of structural equation
modeling revealed the following:1) giving birth in a midwifery center enhances emotional satisfaction with CBE, 2) a rich CBE of
mothers was associated with parental warmth, 3) parental warmth during early childhood increased prosocial behavior and reduced behav-
joral problems in school-age children, and 4) temperamentalty difficulty in early childhood were linked to later behavioral problems in
school-age children. Thus, a rich CBE and parental warmth were suggested to be factors contributing to the good behavior of school-age
children,
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