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Australasian Cochrane Centre

Monash University

School of Public Health & Preventive Medicine

Level 6, The Alfred Centre

99 Commercial Road

Melbourne VIC 3004 AUSTRALIA

Tel: +61 3 9903 0366

AUSTRALASIAN Fax: +61 3 9903 0556
COCHRANE CENTRE Email: cochrane@monash.edu
Web: http://acc.cochrane.org

Sonja Henderson

Managing Editor

Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth Group
University of Liverpool

14 May 2012

Dear Sonja,

We have been aware for some time of Dr Mori’s plans to establish a Satellite of the PCG and so we are
pleased that Rintaro has managed to secure funding for three years to support this activity. The significant
number of registered titles, protocols and reviews with Japanese authors certainly justifies the decision to
establish a satellite.

Having met Rintaro at the G-I-N meeting in Seoul last year and later some of his colleagues at the
Colloguium in Madrid, we are keen to support Rintaro to become the focal point for Cochrane activities

more broadly in Japan and see this initiative as an important stepping stone towards that goal.

Japan is also part of the East Asia Cochrane Alliance and having a satellite of a Cochrane Review Group as
an example of how to grow and build capacity for reviews in the region will be very important.

We are very supportive of the Japanese Satellite of the PCG and wish Rintaro and his team every success.

Kind regards,

S M

Steve McDonald

Co-Director, Australasian Cochrane Centre
School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine
Monash University

cc Prof Sally Green, Co-Director

R
(% The Australasian Cochrane Centre is part of the international Cochrane Collaboration and is supported by
-

the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing and Monash University.
msmmsm
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Japanese Satellite of the Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth
Group (PCG)

Vision
To achieve the best health and wellbeing possible for women and their babies through
excellence and leadership in research, education, and knowledge transfer.

Mission

The objectives of the Cochrane PCG'’s Japanese Satellite are to:

> support Japanese review authors to prepare and maintain their Cochrane reviews;

> introduce new review authors to the methods of the Cochrane Collaboration, and
support them through the processes;

» advocate evidence-based practice, particularly via utilization of Cochrane reviews, for
women’s and babies’ health in Japan and worldwide.

Location

The Satellite of the Cochrane PCG will be based in the National Center for Child Health and
Development, 2-10-1 Okura Setagaya-ku Tokyo, 157-8534 Japan. The Co-ordinator of the
Satellite, Rintaro Mori, is the Director of Health Policy at the National Centre for Child Health
and Development. He has been an author with the Cochrane PCG since February 2006 and
an Associate Editor since 2011.

The establishment of the Cochrane PCG’s Japanese Satellite will assist the Cochrane PCG
in its plans to build capacity in Japan and will improve the Group’s communication between
the editorial office in Liverpool, UK, and its Japanese authors by supporting and training
Japanese authors locally rather than remotely.

Work plan

The Japanese Satellite team will work closely with the editorial team of its parent entity, the
PCG, who are based in the editorial office in Liverpool, UK — see Appendix 1 for
communication strategy. The Satellite will facilitate the network of Cochrane contributors in
Japan outlined by the following main activities.
1) In order to generate research evidence of the highest quality that promotes the best
health and wellbeing possible for all women and their babies, the Satellite team will;
» support authors on a one-to-one basis (in person, email or by phone), including

8 May 2012 Page 1
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editorial and language support, to produce and maintain high-quality Cochrane
systematic reviews;

» organise work-ins and workshops in Japan for new and existing Japanese
authors, as well as organise work-ins and workshops alongside relevant national
conferences;

> monitor the number of PCG titles and Cochrane publications involving contributors
based in and around Japan (see Appendix 1 and 2);

» publish at least seven full PCG reviews within 2 years.

2) In order to increase capacity in research synthesis, randomised ftrials and
implementation and translational research through career development and education,
locally, nationally and internationally, the Satellite team will:

» hold regular local monthly meetings and training sessions;

» disseminate information on Cochrane related activities in Japanese

3) In order to strengthen our existing collaborations and communicate and identify with
new international, national and regional collaborations, the Satellite team will:

» ensure communication between the team and other clinical epidemiologists and
related organisations in Japan; other maternal and newborn health specialists and
related organisations in Japan; consumer organisations in Japan; the Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare; and other national agencies in Japan;,

» ensure communication between other related organisations worldwide, such as the
Thai Cochrane Network, the relevant Cochrane Centre, Department of
Reproductive Health and Research (WHO), and other maternal and newborn
health specialists in other countries.

4) To contribute to the identification of relevant studies, the Satellite’s Information Specialist
will:

» identify relevant Japanese trials;

» co-ordinate the translation of relevant Japanese trials into English;

> identify searching activities to enhance the PCG’s current search strategy to
ensure that Japanese studies are included in the Group’s Register of trials.

The Information Specialist will working closely with the PCG’s Trials Search Co-ordinator in

Liverpool, UK.

Administration and funding

The administrative office will be set up in the National Center for Child Health and
Development where the core staff will be based. The initial cost will be covered by a
Research grant awarded by Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan (14,400,000
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