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Diversity of e learning

Entirely online or « blended » learning

Available at any time or according to a defined
time schedule

Different preferences of students :
screen/podcast/printed version

+ Best format :

— Big slide summarising the message

— Easy navigation from one slide to the other

— Voice recording + transcript

— No continuous video of the lecturer

— Animations, drag and drop...

* Questionable value of online test for certification

A timely topic : MOOCs

MOOC
Massive open online course

» Coursera: start-up funded by venture capital,

wide range of courses

+ Udacity: start-up, focus on computer sciences
» Edx: not-for-profit MOOC created by Harvard

and MIT

Khan Academy: not-for-profit, centered on
mathematics and science

MOOC operation

*» 4-6 weeks course (high dropout rate!)
Lecturer, videos, online MCQ, essay with
peer assessment, forums

Agreement on an honour code ...
Certification issue : if the assessments are
entirely online, how are you sure that it is

the registered person who has really
answered?

MOOC future for medicines
development sciences

* MOOC are free, whereas the online M.Sc.
Pharmaceutical Medicine from Hibernia College
costs 18.900 €!

« The business model of MOOCs is not yet well
defined :
— Free courses but charge for the certificate
— Use by industry for CPD
— Google model

* Currently very few modules in relation to
medicines development!

155




Conclusions

+ Worldwide concern that the training of
clinical investigators must be improved.

* E learning is ideal for busy people like
clinical investigators.

* Nevertheless a face-to-face component is
required : blended learning.
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