Res

They admitted principally within 14 days of symptom onset. Cere-
bral infarction was diagnosed by clinical course, neurological
examinations, and CT or MRL TIA was diagnosed based on the
Classification of Cerebrovascular Diseases III from the National
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (13). Clinical indi-
cation for TEE was made mainly for the detection of embolic
sources by an independent attending physician. Two-dimensional
and RT 3D-TEE were performed to assess any embolic sources
such as intracardiac thrombus, right-to-left shunt, and compli-
cated atherosclerotic changes of the aortic arch. Patients with an
evident embolic source such as chronic A significant valvular
heart disease, a prosthetic heart valve or mitral valve repair, or
those with technically inadequate echocardiographic studies were
excluded. Informed consent for RT 3D-TEE was obtained from all
patients. The following information was obtained from the
medical records of each patient: age, sex, vascular risk factors
(systemic hypertension, dyslipidemia, diabetes mellitus, and ciga-
rette smoking), extracranial and intracranial large artery athero-
sclerosis defined as greater than 50% stenosis or occlusion,
previous stroke, congestive heart failure, and the left atrial diam-
eter (LAD) measured by transthoracic echocardiography. Accord-
ing to the Oxfordshire Community Stroke Project (OCSP) criteria,
patients were classified from their clinical symptoms by two expe-
rienced neurologists into four categories, as having total anterior
circulation stroke, partial anterior circulation stroke, posterior
circulation stroke, or lacunar stroke. The neurologists were blinded
to the neuroimaging and vascular imaging results.

The presence of PAF was defined as a history of PAF diagnosed
previously or newly diagnosed by continuous ECG monitoring
for at least several days after admission or 24-hour Holter ECG
monitoring during hospitalization. Patients were allocated to a
group with PAF (PAF group) or a group without PAF (non-PAF
group). The diagnosis of PAF was based on a history of PAF or
recurrent episodes of AF lasting for more than 30 s documented
by continuous ECG monitoring or 24-hour Holter ECG moni-
toring. This study is a retrospective analysis of our prospective
stroke registry and was approved by the institutional review com-
mittee at the National Cerebral and Cardiovascular Center.

Two- and three-dimensional transesophageal
echocardiography

RT 3D-TEE was performed using a commercially available iE 33
Ultrasound machine and fully sampled X7-2t TEE transducer

(Philips Medical Systems, Andover, MA, USA). Routine 2D TEE
and RT 3D-TEE examinations were performed using the same
transducer.

LAA flow velocity was measured by pulsed-wave Doppler
echocardiographic interrogation at the orifice of the LAA. The
presence of a patent foramen ovale based on the detection using

saline contrast technique and atherosclerotic changes of the aorta
were assessed with 2D TEE. Atherosclerotic changes of the aorta
were defined as 24 mm thick, or with mobile components of
plaques of the aorta.The scan volume was the wide-angled acqui-
sition mode that included the LAA and surrounding structures
acquired at the maximal frame rate. This 3D Full volume mode
had high time resolution and provided ECG-gated acquisition of
a large 3D volume created from subvolumes stitched together and
synchronized to a single cardiac cycle. To avoid stitch artifacts,
special care was taken to stabilize the probe during data acquisi-
tion. The acquisition was repeated whenever obvious artifacts
were found. Images were reviewed online to ensure adequate 3D
visualization of the LAA.

Three-dimensional data analysis
Images were digitally stored for subsequent offline analysis using
QLAB 7-0 software (Philips Medical Systems). LAA volumes are
measured using the multiplanar reconstruction mode of the
General Imaging 3D Quantification plug-in to visualize LAA in
the three different dimensions, Offline 3 analysis was performed
by personnel who were blinded to the clinical information. The
image was rotated in order to provide a long-axis view of the LAA
(Fig. la) and to allow simultaneous visualization of the LAA
orifice in the short-axis view (Fig. 1b). The LAA orifice was deter-
mined by two lines: one was drawn between the vestibule of the
mitral valve annulus near the left coronary artery and the lateral
ledge of the left superior pulmonary vein, and the other was
drawn between a point near the aortic valve annulus and the left
superior pulmonary vein limbus (11,14,15). Using the Stacked
Contours mode in the software, a line was drawn from the LAA
orifice to the apex, and then 15 short-axis multiplanar slices of the
LAA from the orifice to the apex were automatically generated. By
manual tracing the LAA contour in each slice (Fig. 1¢), a virtual
3D image was automatically created from the stacking of multiple
slices, and the volume of the LAA was calculated (Fig. 1d).

LAA end-diastolic volume was measured just before the P wave
in the ECG and the end-systolic volume was measured at the QRS

Fig. 1 Offline measurement of the left atrial appendage (LAA). (a) LAA long-axis view at the level of the mitral valve annulus, and lateral ridge of the left
superior pulmonary vein {white arrowhead). (b) LAA orifice in the short-axis view. (¢} The long-axis view of the LAA that results from the stacking of
multiple short-axis segments. (d) By manually tracing the endocardial border of the individual short-axis segments, a virtual three-dimensional image of

the LAA is obtained that can be used to calculate the LAA volume.
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complex (5). Volumetric data were corrected by area of the body
surface based on the Du Bois formula (end-diastolic volume
index, end-systolic volume index). LAA-EF was calculated using
the following equation: LAA-EF = {(end-diastolic volume ~ end-
systolic volume) * 100]/end-diastolic volume (%).

Statistical analysis

Statistical analysis was performed using JMP 8-0 statistical soft-
ware (SAS Institute Inc, Cary, NC, USA). Continuous data are
expressed as mean * standard deviation. Categorical data are pre-
sented as absolute numbers (percentages). Differences in con-
tinuous variables between two groups were assessed using a
Student’s -test or Mann-Whitney U-test, as appropriate. Differ-
ences in categorical variables between two groups were assessed
using a chi-square test or Fisher’s exact test, as appropriate.
Observer variability was assessed by the coefficient of variation,
and the concordance correlation coefficient for TEE-derived
measurements repeating the analysis at least one-month later by
the same observer who performed the first analysis and by a
second independent blinded observer. Correlations between two
variables were evaluated by linear regression analysis. To evaluate
the ability of LAA flow velocity, end-diastolic volume index,
end-systolic volume index, and LAA-EF to predict PAF, receiver
operating characteristic (ROC) curves were constructed. The
c-statistic (area under the ROC curve) was used as a scalar
measure to assess the performance of each parameter. The
c-statistics for different parameters were compared by a nonpara-
metric method (16). To determine whether each TEE parameter
was associated with PAFE, multivariate logistic regression analysis
was performed. The multivariate logistic regression model was
adjusted for, age, sex, and variables with a probability value <0-1
in univariate analysis to assess the independent impact of each
cutoffs of TEE parameter on PAF. Probability values <0-05 were
considered significant.

ch

Results

Between July 2010 and November 2012, a total of 150 patients
were referred for RT 3D-TEE. Four patients were excluded
because we were unable to insert a probe in two patients, and it
was difficult to view the LAA in the other two patients. The
remaining 146 patients underwent RT 3D-TEE without compli-
cations. Among them, 102 patients (73 men, mean age 72-2 £ 10-7
years) were in NSR at the time of TEE and were included in this
study. The other 44 patients including 43 with chronic AF and 1
with a prosthetic mitral valve and AF at the TEE examination
were excluded. Twenty-three patients were allocated to the PAF
group, and 79 to the non-PAF group. The baseline characteristics
of each group are listed in Table 1. Diabetes mellitus was less
frequent in patients with than without PAF (4% vs. 25%,
P =0-038). OCSP categories were not different in the groups.

The intraobserver and interobserver correlation coefficients for
LAA volume measurement were 0-900 and 0-861, respectively;
and the interclass correlation coefficients were 0-891 and 0-847,
respectively. The imaging characteristics derived from echocar-
diography are shown in Table 2. Patients with PAF tended to
have larger LAD (393 £59 mm vs. 36:3 £ 7-7 mm, P=0-086),
lower LAA flow velocity (46-1£27-3 cm/s vs. 66-3 £ 24-2 cm/s,
P < 0-001), larger end-diastolic volume index (478 = 3-00 ml/m?
vs. 314 £2:04 ml/m?, P=0-003) and end-systolic volume index
(3-10 + 2-47 ml/m? vs. 1-39 £ 1-36 mi/m?, P <0-001), and lower
LAA-EF (373 £19:1% vs. 57-1 £17-5%, P<0-001) than those
without PAF.

The correlations between each TEE parameter are shown in
Fig 2. The end-diastolic volume index was strongly correlated
with the end-systolic volume index, and was moderately corre-
lated with the LAA flow velocity and LAA-EF.

ROC curve analysis showed that the optimal cutoff value of the
LAA flow velocity to predict PAF was 39-0 cim/s, with a ¢-statistic
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Fig. 2 Relations between transesophageal echocardiographic parameters. Regression lines among all subjects are shown. Black open circles = patients
with paroxysmal atrial fibrillation (AF); Gray open circles = patients without AF.

of 0-762. The cutoff values of the end-diastolic volume index and
the end-systolic volume index were 4-52 ml/m? and 1-26 ml/m?,
with c-statistics of 0-694 and 0-806, respectively. The cutoff of
LAA-EF was 47-9%, with a c-statistic of 0-774 (Table 3, Fig. 3).
There was a significant difference in the c-statistics among the
four TEE-derived parameters (P=0-007), and the end-systolic
volume index was superior to the end-diastolic volume index for
predicting PAF (P = 0-007).

In multivariate analysis, the LAA flow velocity <39-0 cm/s
(odds ratio 1291, 95% CI 3-70-53-90), the end-diastolic volume
index 24-52 ml/m? (odds ratio 4-03, 95% CI 1-36-12-44), the end-
systolic volume index =1-26 ml/m* (odds ratio 13-37, 95% CI

3-40-89-75), and LAA-EF £47-9% (odds ratio 10-02, 95% CI 3-33~
35-34) were independently associated with PAF after adjusting for

age, sex, and a history of diabetes mellitus, and previous stroke
(Table 4).

Discussion

In this study, we determined the association between LAA volu-
metric parameters assessed by RT 3D-TEE and PAF in patients
with acute cerebral infarction or TIA. This is the first report to
show the association between LAA volumetric parameters and the
presence of PAF in patients with acute stroke, although some 2D
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Fig. 3 Receiver operating characteristic curves comparing transesopha-
geal echocardiographic parameters for the prediction of paroxysmal atrial
fibrillation. Curves are shown for the left atrial appendage (LAA) flow
velocity, end-diastolic volume index, end-systolic volume index, and LAA
ejection fraction (EF).

parameters on LAA are known predictors for PAE. The first major
finding was that LAA volumetric parameters as well as low LAA

flow velocity were independently associated with the presence of
PAE The second finding was that not only a large LAA volume but
also reduced EF was significantly associated with PAE Third, the
LAA end-systolic volume seems to be superior to the end-diastolic
volume for detecting PAF in acute stroke patients. Finally, the
intracbserver and interobserver variabilities for LAA volume
assessment were excellent.

A large LAA volume, low EF and low flow velocity were inde-
pendently associated with the presence of PAF in patients with
acute cerebral infarction or TIA in the present study. Taguchi er al.
(8) reported a significant difference in the LAA flow velocity
between acute stroke patients with and without PAF (347 +

9-3 cm/s vs. 640+ 12-1 cm/s). In 2D- and 3D-TEE in patients
without stroke, a large 2D LAA area (5) and large 3D LAA volume
(11) were found to be significantly association with the presence of
AF. Nucifora eral. (17) reported a progressive increase in LAA
orifice size on RT 3D-TEE with an increasing frequency of AF in
patients that were candidates for LAA closure endotherapy.
Recently, Shimizu et al. (18) reported the correlation between
LAA-EF derived from 2D-TEE area measurement and PAF in acute
stroke patients. In their report, LAA-EF could predict PAF more
accurate than the LAA flow velocity. There are several reports
regarding LAA volumetric comparison between patients with AF
and those with NSR in the absence of stroke (11,19). Chen et al.
(12) reported lower LAA-EF in 62 patients with AF (24 + 14%)
than thatin 34 with NSR (38 * 179, P < 0-01). Their LAA-EF value
in patients with NSR was relatively low compared with ours
(57-1£17-5%). This difference is most likely due to the time
resolution of 3D image acquisition. Compared with the 3D Zoom
mode, the 3D Full volume mode provides higher time resolution
and allows more accurate measurements of the end-diastolic and
end-systolic volurmes, and LAA-EF based on the ECG.

After spontaneous conversion of AF, diminishment of LAA
function was reported as LAA ‘stunning’ (20). The persistence of
AF produces changes in atrial function and structure, electrical
remodeling, structural remodeling and contractile remodeling as
there is reduced contraction and dilatation of the left atrium (21).
The end-systolic volume appeared to be most sensitive parameter
to detect contractile remodeling, since it reflects systolic dysfunc-
tion of a dilated LAA in patients with PAF, even if they return to
NSR. Although LAA-EF and the LAA flow velocity are widely used
to evaluate contractile function, they might not be appropriate for
detecting volume enlargement of LAA. In contrast, the end-
diastolic volume directly reflects volume enlargement, but is not
useful 1o evaiuate contraction of LAA. The end-systolic volume
appears to indicate both volume enlargement and reduced con-
traction of LAA. However, a direct comparison of these param-
eters in multivariate analysis is difficult because of the strong
correlations.

Our method is feasible for the measurement of LAA volume
because of low interobserver and intracbserver variability. In
order to analyze LAA volumes precisely based on the ECG, we
investigated only patients with NSR at the time of TEE. We used
the 3D Full volume mode, and this mode can be used only in
patients with a regular cardiac rhythm. This mode provides 3D
images with adequate width and depth and has high time resolu-
tion. On the other hand, the 3D Zoom mode is commonly used
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for patients in AF. The time resolution of the routine 3D Zoom
mode is reduced by increasing the area of interest. Because ECG
gating is not applicable with the 3D Zoom mode, ECG-based
analysis with reduced time resolution may be unreliable. LAA
flow velocity can be measured easily by 2D-TEE; however, LAA
flow velocity was reported to vary about 1-5 times from the mea-
surement site of the LAA orifice or apex (22). In contrast, our LAA
volumetric evaluation with high time resolution seems to be con-
sistent and reproducible. Classification of LAA morphology may
also enable us to assess the risk of ischemic stroke, but it is still
controversial (23,24).

This study had several limitations and our results could not be
readily compared with previous reports. First, there was a risk of
statistical error because of the small number of patients. Second,
this study was not performed for all the consecutive stroke
patients, because TEE is an invasive procedure and is not well-
tolerated in patients with a poor general condition. Therefore
there may be a selection bias. Third, continuous ECG monitoring
and 24-hour Holter ECG monitoring during hospitalization
might have failed to detect PAE This leaves the possibility that
PAF may be present in some of patients in the non-PAF group.
Longer ECG monitoring, such as 7-day Holter ECG monitoring
and outpatient telemetry monitoring (25,26), might have
improved PAF detection and that may enable for further assess-
ment of the correlations between TEE parameters and duration or
frequency of PAF Fourth, echocardiographic parameters in
patients with PAF would not be different from those without PAF
if we underwent TEE without recent PAF-attack because of the
lack of a recovery effect from LAA stunning. A large prospective
cohort study is needed to confirm the association between the
LAA volumetric parameters and PAF in patients with acute cere-
bral infarction or TIA.

Conclusions

LAA function appeared to be impaired in patients with PAF, even
though RT 3D-TEE was performed during NSR. Three-
dimensional analysis of the LAA is a promising method for
detecting PAF in patients with acute cerebral infarction or TIA.
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Abstract

Evaluation of the left atrial appendage by real-time three-dimensional transesophageal

echocardiography for acute stroke patients

Koji Tanaka, M.D.," Masatoshi Koga, M.D.,” Satoshi Ohyama, M.D.,"” Keisuke Tokunaga, M.D.."
Kazuaki Sato, M.D.,” Rieko Suzuki, M.D.," Kazuo Minematsu, M.D.," and Kazunori Toyoda, M.D."

UDepartment of Cerebrovascular Medicine, National Cerebral and Cardiovascular Center
TDepartment of Steoke Care Unit, National Cerebral and Cardiovascular Center

Background and Purpose: Atrial fibrillation (AF) causes remodeling of the left atrium and the left atrial append-
age (LAA) that can lead to cardicembolic stroke. We investigated the association between the LAA parameters, mea-

sured using real-time three-dimensional transesophageal echocardiography (RT 3D-TEE), and the presence of AF in

patients with acute ischemic stroke.

Methods: We performed RT 3D-TEE for patients with acute cerebral infarction or transient ischemic attack,
measuring LAA orifice area, depth, and volume offline. Patients were classified as having chronic AF (C-AF group)
or paroxysmal AF (P-AF group) or not having AF (non-AF group).

Results: Of 127 patients (mean age 74+11 years, 88 men), 33 were assigned to the C-AF group, 22 to the P-AF
group, and 72 to the non-AF group. LAA orifice area (5.7321.95 cm’®, 4.4542.42 cm’, and 3.23+1.47 cm?, respec-
tively; p<0.001), eccentricity index (1.5440.29, 1.4320.27, and 1.3740.13, respectively; p=0.008), depth (3.42+0.71
cm, 2.9540.89 cm, and 2.6120.70 cm, respectively; p<0.001), and volume (11.3746.33 cm®, 7.5945.03 en’, and
4904292 cm’, respectively; p<0.001) were significantly different between groups. Post-hoc analysis revealed that

only LAA orifice area and volume were useful in discriminating the three groups and that both were largest in C-AF
group and smallest in non-AF group. After adjustment for sex, age, and congestive heart failure, LAA orifice area and
volume were independently associated with the presence of AF.

Conclusion: Paroxysmal and chronic AF may contribute to the enlargement of both ILAA orifice area and volume

in patients with acute ischemic stroke,

Key words: réal-time three-dimensional transesophageal echocardiography, left atrial appendage,

ischemic stroke, atrial fibrillation

{Jpn I Stroke 36: 260265, 2014)
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For safe and efficient sonothrombolysis therapies, accurate estimation of ultrasound transmittance
through the human skull is essential. The present study clarifies uncertainty surrounding this transmit-
tance and experimentally verifies the equalization of transmittance through the modulation of ultra-
sound frequency. By changing three factors {ultrascund frequency, the thickness of a bone-phantom
plate, and the distance between a transducer and a bone-phantom plate), we measured the intensity
of ultrasound passing through the plate. Two activating methods, sinusoidal waves at 500 kHz and

ig ?;Oirj:;emic stroke modulated waves, were compared. When we changed (1) the distance between a transducer and a
Modulation bone-phantom plate and {2) the thickness of the bone-phantom plate, ultrasound transmittance through

the plates substantially fluctuated. The substantial fluctuation in transmittance was observed also for a
cut piece of human temporal skull bone. This fluctuation significantly declined for the modulated wave,
In conclusion, modulation of ultrasound frequency can equalize the transmittance with an approximately
30-65% fluctuation drop and an approximately 40% fluctuation drop for a bone-phantom plate and for a
cut piece of skull bone, respectively. By using modulated waves, we can develop safer and more effective
sonothrombolysis therapies.

Sonothrombolysis
Thrombolysis
Transcranial transmittance

© 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. introduction

Advancements in therapies for acute ischemic strokes are criti-
cal in present-day medicine. Among the available therapies,
administration of a recombinant tissue plasminogen activator {rt-
PA} is the first choice, and its effectiveness has been proven [1].
However, high ratios of symptomatic intracerebral hemorrhages
(4-7%) in the rt-PA-injected patients constitute the treatment’s
most serious adverse effects {1-3]. Reduction of this hemorrhage
ratio is strongly desirable. Furthermore, higher therapeutic effi-
ciency resulting in improved prognosis is no less desirable. For the-
se aims of reduction and improvement, one of the most feasible
methods is sonothrombolysis in which irradiation with ultraseund
enhances the thrombolytic activity of rt-PA specifically at the irra-
diation site {4-6]. When the enhancement is successfully obtained,

E-muail address: masajun2093ryo@jikei.acjp {M. Yokoyama),

http:ffdx.dotorg/ 101016/ ultras 2015.01.017
0041-624X & 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

a reduction in rt-PA doses is possible, thus helping decrease the
hemorrhage ratio.

Sonothrombolysis has been actively studied, and several clinical
trials have been conducted. In a CLOTBUST {Combined Lysis of
Thrombus in Brain Ischemia Using Transcranial Ultrasound and
Systemic t-PA) clinical test {4] with 2 MHz ultrasound, the recanal-
ization rate was improved. In the prognosis after 3 months, howev-
er, a statistically significant improvement was not obtained, One of
the possible reasons for the 3-month - prognosis result is appar-
ently a problem of low transmittance of 2 MHz ultrasound through
the skull. Consequently, a technology to obtain high ultrasound
transmittance is favored in sonothrombolysis, not only for 2 MHz
but aiso for other frequencies of ultrasound. A TRUMBI (Transcra-
nial Low-Frequency Ultrasound-Mediated Thrombolysis in Brain
Ischemia) trial with 300 kHz ultrasound was stopped prematurely
because of an unexpectedly high ratio of cerebral hemorrhages [7].
The reason was not elucidated; however, it was speculated that
locatly intense spots arose owing to standing waves, which result
from the multi-reflection of ultrasound at the inner surface of
skulls {7.8].
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To improve the effectiveness and safety [9] of sonothrom-
bolysis, several groups have developed therapeutic devices such
as an array transducer composed of both therapeutic and diagnos-
tic ultrasound elements {10], a high-intensity-focused ultrasound
probe navigated by MRIs [11-13}, and a computer-aided multiple
transcranial head frame [14]. For all sonothrombolysis-equipment
developments including the above-mentioned examples, estima-
tion of transmittance through human skulls is the most fundamen-
tal and important factor for equipment-system designs. For clinical
applications, uncertainty of the transmittance is undesirable. If the
transmittance is unexpectedly high, the acoustic intensity in the
brain will be higher than the anticipated intensity, consequently
increasing the risk of cerebral hemorrhages. Likewise, if the trans-
mittance is unexpectedly low, the enhancement effect of throm-
bolysis will be that much smaller. We believe that the correct
estimation of transmittance is one of the most important factors
for the effective development of sonothrombolysis therapies.
Transmittance varies depending on many factors such as frequency
of ultrasound and thickness of bone [15-19]. In particular, White
et al. reported interesting frequency-dependent fluctuation behav-
iors of ultrasound transmittance through the human skull both in
calculations and measurements [19]. However, the human skull
is not an appropriate measurement sample with which effects of
various skull parameters (e.g., thickness, density, sound speed)
on ultrasound transmittance are systematically analyzed, because
the skull possesses considerably complex structures and various
bone thicknesses at different points. In this paper, we use a
hone-model plate possessing a representative density of human
bone. With this bone plate, we try to systematically analyze trans-
mittance behaviors of ultrasound by varying both the plate para-
meters and the irradiated ultrasound parameters. In our model,
the derivation of which is described later, the transmission of
ultrasound fluctuates cyclically according to changes of frequency
and plate thickness.

In the past, fluctuations in ultrasound transmittance have not
been considered large enough to influence sonothrombolytic ther-
apy's safety or effectiveness. Some previous works reported phase
shift of ultrasound with frequency change through a phantom
plate [20] or human skull [21] {model calculation). We hypothesize
that fluctuations are, in fact, much larger than previously consid-
ered, and that the fluctuations significantly affect sonothrom-
bolysis effectiveness and safety. Therefore, we have performed
relevant calculations by using a simple model of a bone-phantom
plate, and experimentally measured ultrasound transmittance by
changing the ultrasound frequency and thickness of the bone-
phantom plate.

Many previous studies concerning ultrasound transmission
have not investigated the distance between a transducer surface
and bone. Clement et al. {22] observed a phase shift of ultrasound
through human skull when they moved a transducer. In this case,
the authors simultaneously changed both the transducer’s location
and the distance between the skull surface and the transducer. No
published study has conducted a systematic analysis regarding the
distance between a transducer surface and bone has not been
done. Because water shows similar properties as tissue in terms
of density and sound speed, the aforementioned distance can be
treated as the thickness of human skull’s surrounding skin. Ultra-
sound reflected at the bone-surface travels back to the transducer
and is reflected at the transducer surface, and then, propagates
toward the bone again. Owing to interference between the reflect-
ed ultrasound and the non-reflected one, transmittance may fluc-
tuate. Therefore, we varied the distance between the transducer
surface and the bone-phantom plate in addition to the ultrasound
frequency and the plate thickness.

Furthermore, because this undesirable fluctuation resulits from
ultrasound-related reflection and interference, we expect that

modulation of ultrasound frequency, which disrupts ultrasound
regularity, equalizes the fluctuating transmittance. We have, more-
over, experimentally verified this hypothesis. Previously, we used
ultrasound modulation {23-25] to reduce standing waves, which
constituted a possible cause of cerebral hemorrhages in the
TRUMBI trial [22,26,27]. In the current study, we expect that
modulation of ultrasound not only can reduce standing waves
but also can equalize the fluctuating transmittance of ultrasound
through human skulls.

2, Materials and methods
2.1. Experimental setup

We used a transducer (a special-order product; Ueda Japan
Radio Corporation, Ueda, Nagano, Japan; Fig. 1A presents a photo
of the transducer) possessing a nominal frequency of 500 kHz
and a broad bandwidth from 357 kHz to 665 kHz (6-dB down). This
transducer was made of 5-mm-thick porous piezoelectric material,
and its matching layer was made of SA16 (an epoxy resin). No
backing was added. The surface of the transducer formed a flat disk
shape whose diameter was 24 mm. A signal from a generator
(AFG3102; Tektronix, Beaverton, OR, USA) was amplified with an
amplifier (HSA4101; NF Corporation, Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan)
and introduced to the transducer. When we activated the trans-
ducer at 500 kHz in water, the wavelength of the ultrasound was
approximately 3 mm, and the focused point was 47 mm away from
the transducer’s surface. {The value of this focused point was calcu-
lated according to Eq. (A).)

Dt 2
44

For a model of human temporal skull bone, we used a bone-
phantom plate {a special order product; Ueda Japan Radio Corpora-
tion, Ueda, Nagano, Japan). The plate size was 50 mm x 70 mm,
and the plate thicknesses ranged from 0.6 mm to 44 mm at
0.2 mm intervals. Photos of a 2-mm-thick plate are shown in
Fig. 1B and C. The plate’s surface was placed parallel to the flat disk
surface of the transducer. Although thickness of human temporal
bone varies from one person to the next, the thicknesses of bone
plates lie within a range related to the human temporal bone
(3.1+09 mm (the average +5.D.) reported by Wijnhoud et al.
[28]. The sound speed of the hone-phantom plates was 2884 my/fs
(measured according to the ultrasonic pulse method), and its den-
sity was 1664 kg/m® (measured according to the Archimedes'
method). These values are comparable to the human skull bone
[16]. The absorption rate of the plate was 0.402 dB/mm/MHz (the
average value measured according to the transmission method at
2, 3, 4, and 5 MHz), which was approximately half of a value
(0.7 dB/mm/MHz) of human skull bone at 0.56 MHz [29].

A cut piece of human temporal skull bone (3.5 cm x 8.0 cm,
Fig. 1D) was purchased through the General Science Corporation
Import Company (Tokyo, Japan) from Ets du Docteur Auzoux {Paris,
France) on March 2006.

We measured ultrasound intensity passing through the bone-
phantem plate with an acoustic intensity measurement system
(AIMS)} (Onda Corporation, Sunnyvale, CA, USA) equipped with a
needle hydrophone having an active tip of 0.4 mm in diameter
{HNC-0400; Onda Corporation, Sunnyvale, CA, USA). Special-order
calibration was made in a wavelength range from 250kHz to
1 MHz with 50 kHz intervals in addition to the standard calibration
from 1 MHz to 10 MHz. The measurement was conducted with an
average acoustic intensity of 200 psec measurement period. By
changing three factors (the frequencies of ultrasound, the thick-
nesses of the bone-phantom plate, and the distances between the

(D : transducer diameter, 4 : wavelength), (A}
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Fig. 1. Experimental samples and device. (A} transducer, (B} surface of a 2-mm-thick bone-phantom plate, (C} close view of the bone-phantom plate for observation of

thickness, and (D) cut piece of human temporal skull bone,

transducer surface and the plate), we measured the acoustic inten-
sity of ultrasound passing through the plate.

We used a periodic selection of random frequency (PSRF}
method [22] as an uitrasound-modulation methed. In this method,
various frequencies are chosen randomly, and the selected
frequency is irradiated for a certain period Tpsgr. The frequency
ranged from {fy — Dy) to (fo + D). where f; is the carrier frequency
and Dy is the frequency deviation {e.g., fo = 500 kHz and D= 50 kHz).
In our experiments, the signal generator read the frequency values
from a USB (Universal Serial Bus) drive, in which we stored random
value data.

2.2. A calculation hased on a multi-layer model

A multi-layer model was used for prediction of the transmit-
tance behaviors [16]. In this model, plane waves are injected into
layers, each of which has its own sound speed, density. thickness,
and absorption ratio, The waves are reflected or transmitted at
each boundary between layers. In this study, we divided the acous-
tic intensity of the waves passing through all the layers by harness-
ing the intact waves’ acoustic intensity without any plate, and

consequently, we obtained a transmittance ratio {t} in the follow-
ing formula. Sound speed in water was 1483 m/s, and water densi-
ty was 998 kg/m?.

2
S 7 N— )
(Zy + Zp) et — (2, — Zpy) eiked

{(Z. is acoustic impedance of water, Z,, is acoustic impedance of
bone, k;, s wave number in bone, and d is thickness of bone.)

We have taken into account attenuation by complexification of
wave numbers, k — k — iz, where « is the attenuation ratio. We
used this model to estimate transmission behaviors. [n spite of
its simplicity (we takes into account neither diffraction nor distri-
bution in the near-field}, this model helped clarify basic features of
transmission and identify peaks of transmitted intensity. In the
model, it can be shown that, in a case of transmission through bone
whose absorption is proportional to frequency, the peak frequen-
cies are different for different thicknesses of bone; however, the
values of transmittance at peak frequencies are the same for all
thicknesses (Fig. 2A).

This formula (1) is derived from ordinal mathematical calcula-
tions described below. In this multi-layer model, plane waves
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Fig. 2. Calculated transmittance as a function of frequency. (A} The transmittance
was calculated with a 3-layer (skin-bone-brain} model. {B) Ultrasound transmit-
tance was calculated with a 4-layer {matching layer-skin-bone-brain} model. The
acoustic impedance was 4.8 MRayls. The transmittance is a ratio of the intensity in
the brain to the intensity in the matching layer.

propagate in one direction. The pressure of an injected wave can be
expressed by Agef@%% where Ao is pressure amplitude, w is
angular frequency, t is time, ko is wave number, and x is a coordi-
nate in the direction of the propagation. Suppose the wave passes
through n layers {n=1,2,...). At boundaries of layers, a part of a
wave is reflected, and another part is transmitted. The reflection-
to-transmission ratio at the boundary can be determined by the
continuity of pressure and particle velocity. In the m-th layer, the
wave can be expressed by Apef@-fnd o B eftotkeX where kyy, is a
wave number of the m-th layer. The first term represents a wave
propagating in the +x direction while the second term represents
3 wave propagating in the -x direction. A wave passing through
all the layers can be expressed by A;e™ %%, We define 2-by-2
matrices Tpuq m and Dy, as follows,

) e 8 (S 8] .

where Zp, is acoustic impedance, and dp, is the thickness of the m-th
layer. In the above, n + 1 is identified as f. The following formula can
be satisfied:

AN Au) R
(5)=1(z) @)
where

My M ,
M= (4 ) = TDiTaDes - DaTaDi o (5)

Pressure reflection ratio R, pressure transmission ratio T, energy
reflection ratio r, and energy transmission ratio t can be calculated
as follows:

B e *M:Lt (6,

_ Ay _dett)

T= (7
Ay Mz )
Moy [ 4
re A 8
éMzz : (8)
Zo |det(M)]?

=20l 9)
Zfi Mzz ( ’

In the case of transmission through bone in water, the transmis-
sion ratio is expressed in Formula (1).

3. Results
3.1. Fluctuation due to frequency

Fig. 3 shows the frequency dependence of ultrasound transmit-
tance. As shown in Fig. 3A, a 2-mm-thick bone-phantom plate was
located at a distance of 1.3 mm from the transducer surface. This
1.3-mm distance is comparable to the thickness of skin on the
bone’s surface because the acoustic properties of water are almost
the same as those of skin. Acoustic intensity was measured at
60 mm from the transducer surface. The transmittance plotted in
Fig. 3A is a ratio of the acoustic intensity transrmitted through
the bone-phantom plate to the acoustic intensity without the
bone-phantom plate. A peak was seen near 500 kHz. We predicted
the presence of this peak by calculating the multi-layer model for a
water layer having a 1.3-mm thickness. The transmittance values
near the peak were larger than 1.0. These results indicate that
ultrasound intensity rose after transmission through the plate. A
possible reason for these larger values is resonance inside the
transducer. The reflected wave at the bone-phantom plate entered
the transducer, and the oscillation of piezoelectric material was
resonantly enhanced. Two additional peaks were present at
340 kHz and 630 kHz. These peaks—corresponding to neither the
peaks of the water layer nor the peaks of the bone-phantom
plate—seem to have resulted from reflection inside the transducer,
which was composed of 5 mm-thick piezoelectric material. Fig. 3B
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Fig. 3. Measured frequency dependence of ultrasound transmittance. Transmit-
tance is a ratio of acoustic intensity through the bone-phantom to intensity without
the bone-phantom. Bone-phantom thickness was 2 mm, and distance between the
transducer surface and the bone-phantom was 1.3 mm for (A) and 12 mm for (B). A
hydrophone was located 60 mum from the transducer surface.
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presents plots that we obtained involving a water-layer thickness
of 12 mm, which is close to the average skin-thickness of older
Japanese at the temporal region recently measured on MRI images
{(data not shown. A reference [30] reported 8.5 2.6 mm as the
average value for 5 young healthy volunteers of 29-36 years old.)
Again, the transmittance significantly fluctuated depending on fre-
quency, and the transmittance value exceeded 1.0 at several peaks.
In this case, the interval between peaks was approximately 50 kHz,
which was shorter than Fig. 3A’s 2-mm-thick case. This finding is
consistent with our calculation that the interval is inversely
proportional to the water-layer thickness. Differences between
the local maximums and the local minimums were significantly
large, and the ratio between the maximum and the minimum
was 14 (maximum: 1.57 at 480 kHz, minimum: 0.113 at 410 kHz},

3.2. Fluctuation due to skin-thickness

By changing water-layer thickness, which corresponds to skin
thickness, we measured transmittance. First, we calculated trans-
mittance using a multi-layer model, and the results are shown in
Fig. 4. The model consisted of a transducer’s matching layer {infi-
nite medium model of 4.8 MRayls acoustic impedance), a water
layer, a bone layer, and another water layer. In the boundary con-
dition, we assume continuous pressure and particle velocity at the
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Fig. 4. Calculated ultrasound transmittance as a function of distance between the
transducer and the bone-phantom plate. Acoustic impedance is normalized in the
matching layer. Ultrasound frequency was 500 kHz. Acoustic impedance of the
matching layer was 4.8 » 10°% Rayls.
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Fig. 5. Measured change of uitrasound transmittance as a function of distance
between transducer and bone-phantom plate. Frequency was 500 kHz. Bone-
phantom thickness was 2 min for (A} and {B). In {A} and (B}, a hydrophone was
located 60 mm from the bone-phantom plate. In (), intensity distribution is shown
at various hydrophone distances from the transducer. Voltage was 13,3 Vpp.

boundaries between two layers. Transmittance increment and
decrement were repeated with a cycle of 1.5 mm. This cyclic
behavior results from reflection at the transducer surface.

Then, we measured transmittance by changing the distance
between the transducer surface and the bone-phantom plate.
Results are shown in Fig. 5A and B. The distance ranges from 0 to
4.0 mm in Fig. 5A, while it ranges from 11.0 mm to 12.8 mm in
Fig. 5B. As the distance increased, the transmittance underwent a
cyclic change. For these figures, we conducted measurements at
60 mm from the bone-phantom plate. We found that these results
agreed well with the calculated results shown in Fig. 4. The cycle
was approximately 1.5 mm in the two cases. The ratio of the local
maximum to the local minimum in the region within a 4-mm dis-
tance differed from the ratio in the region whose distance was
greater than 11 mm. The possible reason for this difference is that
plane-wave approximation is not valid when distances are large.

The above-described results (Figs. 3A and B, and 54 and B) were
obtained in measurements with a hydrophone placed at a distance
of 60 mm from the transducer surface. Fig. 5C represents the trans-
mittance measured at various hydrophone distances in cases
where water-layer thickness was 0.64 mm, 1.3 mm, and 1.6 mm.
For all the cases, the intensity change was very small (about
60 mm). This finding is inconsistent with the assertion that the
cyclic behaviors described in Fig. 5A and B come from significant
distance-dependent fluctuations in ultrasound intensity.

3.3. Fluctuation due to bone-thickness

Next, we examined the dependence of ultrasound transmittance
on bone-phantom plate thickness. Results are shown in Fig. 6. The
calculations in our multi-layer model predicted a local maximum
intensity at around 3 mm and an approximately 3-mm cycle. In
Fig. 6, a maximum peak at 2.8 mm and an approximate 3-mm peri-
odical cycle were observed. These facts indicate good consistency
between the calculations and the measurements. On the other
hand, this finding is inconsistent with the assertion that ultrasound
transmittance is higher for thinner bones. Many researchers and
clinicians seem to believe that this assertion is true in all clinical
practices of sonothrombolysis, ultrasound diagnosis, and other
uitrasound-utilized therapies. We also observed small shoulders
at 1.6 mm and 3.2 mm, indicating 1.6-mm-cyclic behavior. These
shoulders are not predicted in the mode} calculation. We repeated
measurements several times and found that the dip was repro-
ducible. The reason for these shoulders' appearance is unknown.
We considered several possibilities: material differences, gen-
eration of such high-frequencies as 1 MHz (double the frequency
of 500 kHz}, and non-linear absorption: however, we experimental-
ly disproved these possibilities. A change in hydrophone-position
did not eliminate the dip. We used 650-kHz sinusoidal waves and
observed a smooth transition of transmittance at a thickness of
about 3.2-mm {data not shown). We also disproved the possibility
that ultrasounds at such high frequencies as 1 MHz arising from

intensity [mW/em?]

Q- T T T

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 35 4 4.5
Thickness [mm]}
Fig. 6. Measured dependence of ultrasound transmittance on bone-phantom

thickness. Frequency: 500 kHz; voltage: 20 Vpp; distance between transducer and
surface: 12 min. A hydrophone was placed 60 mm from the transducer.
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waveform distortion contributed to the dip at 3.2 mm. We observed
the Fourier component of transmitted waves by oscilloscope
(TDS3012; Tektronix, OR, USA} and found that the 1-MHz compo-
nent was 37 dB smaller than the 500-kHz component. Such a small
1-MHz component is negligible for consideration of the prominent
dip at 3.2 mm. We further disproved the non-linear effect: When
we activated the transducer using different voltages (Fig. 7A), the
acoustic intensity of ultrasound passing through the bone-phantom
plate (normalized by the acoustic intensity of freely propagating
waves) was the same in spite of different voltages (Fig. 7B). We can-
not clarify the reason for the dip. However, we can infer that the dip
position is relevant to ultrasound wavelength because the dip was
produced at a 4.0-mm thickness when we used 400 kHz ultrasound
(Fig. 8). Unknown phenomena seemed to occur in the bone-phan-
tom plate for certain wavelengths and for certain bone-phantom
plate thicknesses. Although the reason for the appearance of the
shoulders is presently unclear, they did not influence our finding
that intensity fluctuated up to a 3-mm maximum range and in a
3-mm cycle, as the calculation predicted. The ratio of the highest
transmittance to the lowest was 6.0. This ratio is considered unfa-
vorably large for clinical applications, since acoustic intensity in
the brain fluctuates significantly.

3.4, Flucruation due to multiple factors

Fig. 2 shows our calculation of ultrasound transmittance as a
function of frequency. And as shown in Fig. 2A, we evaluated the
transmittance by using a 3-layer model composed of water {skin),
bone, and water (brain) layers. In this 3-layer model, the incident
ultrasound wave propagates through skin of infinite thickness.
We focus on the effect of bone-thickness. Peak frequency was
observed to fluctuate with bone thickness. When we used a 500-
kHz sinusoidal wave, ultrasound easily passed through a 3.0-
mm-thick bone plate because this thickness (3.0 mm} was
approximately half the wavelength (6 mm) of the 500kHz
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Fig. 7. Influence of activating voltage change. The frequency was 500 kHz. The
distance between a transducer surface and a bone-phantom plate was 6 mm. A
hydrophone was located 60 mm from the transducer surface. In (A), acoustic
intensity is plotted. In (B), transmittance is plotted. The transmitiance is 3
transmirted intensity value divided by intensity without a plate. The values
without a plate were 11,6 mWjcm? for 10 Vpp, 44.9 mWjcm? for 20 Vpp. and
102.1 mwWjcm? for 30 Vpp.
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Fig. 8. Acoustic intensity in the 400-kHz case. The voltage was 20 Vpp. Distance
between a transducer and a bone-phantom plate was 6 mm. A hydrophone was
placed at 60 mm from the transducer surface.

sinusoidal wave (on the assumption of a sound speed at 3000 m/
s in the bone-phantom plate). By contrast, when the bone thick-
ness was slightly changed to 2.5 mm or 4 mm, the peak position
changed. As shown in Fig. 2B, we took into account both bone
thickness and skin thickness. The transmittance was calculated in
a 4-layer model (matching layer-skin-bone-brain). We observed
that transmittance fluctuated depending on skin thickness and
bone thickness. Consequently, suitable frequency differs indi-
vidually, and it is impossible to choose one frequency suited for
every individual. Additionally, when ultrasound is used at one fre-
quency in clinical practices, slight differences in skin- and bone-
thickness will result in big differences in transmittance. Too strong
an ultrasound intensity in the brain can cause adverse effects such
as hemorrhages, while thrombolytic efficacy is not obtained in too
weak a transmitted ultrasound intensity.

3.5. Equalization by modulation of ultrasound frequency

As shown in Fig. 9, we experimentally compared the transmit-
tance of a sinusoidal wave with that of a wave modulated by the
PSRF method, which changes frequency randomly at certain time
intervals. We changed the distance between the transducer and
the 2-mm-thick bone-phantom plate (see Fig. 9A). We set
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Fig. 9. Equalization {measured) of ulirasound transmittance by means of PSRF. {A)
We changed the distance between the transducer surface and the bone-phantom
plate. Thickness of bone-phantom: 2 mm: veltage: 20 Vpp; frequency: 500 kiiz
{sinusoidal wave) and 500 = 100 kHz (PSRF}. We changed the PSRF frequency every
1 ps. A hydrophone was placed 60 mm from the bone-phantom piate. (B) We
changed the thickness of the bone-phantom plate. The distance between the
transducer surface and the bone-phantom plate was 12 mm. A hydrophone was
located 60 mm from the transducer. Applied voltage was 20 Vpp.
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Fig. 10. Equalization (measured) of ultrasound transmittance by means of PSRF for
a cut piece of human temporal skull bone. We changed the distance between the
transducer surface and the surface of the bone piece. Voltage: 20 Vpp; frequency:
500 kHz (sinusoidal wave) and 500 100 kHz (PSRF). We changed the PSRF
frequency every 1 ps. A hydrophone was placed 60 mmn from the piece bone.

Tpsgr = 1 ps and Dy= 100 kHz for the PSRF method. The distance-re-
lated transmittance fluctuation was smaller in the PSRF case than
in the sinusoidal-wave case. The ratio of the highest transmittance
to the lowest one was 7.0 in the sinusoidal case and 2.5 in the PSRF
case. The transmittance was substantially equalized in the PSRF
case. By changing plate thickness, we compared transmittance
{see Fig. 9B). We observed that the thickness-related transmittance
fluctuation was smaller for the modulated waves than for the sinu-
soidal waves, and was smallest for the modulated waves possess-
ing a broad frequency bandwidth. The ratio of maximum to
minimum transmittance was 6.0 for sinusoidal waves (500 kHz),
4.1 for a PSRF scenario (500 + 50 kHz), and 3.3 for another PSRF
scenario (500 £ 100 kHz).

in the next step, we measured ultrasound transmittance
through a cut piece of human temporal skull bone by changing
the distance between the transducer and the surface of the bone
piece. Fig. 10 plots the transmittance values of the 500 kHz sinu-
soidal wave (sin) and the PSRF modulated wave (PSRF,
500 £ 100 kHz) are plotted. Although changes to the transmittance
values were more complex than the changes in the phantom-plate
case {Fig. 4A and B), we observed a considerably large fluctuation
with the sinusoidal wave for this bone piece. In this measured dis-
tance range, the ratio of the highest transmittance to the lowest
one was 2.3. This ratio was significantly reduced to 1.4 when the
modulated wave was irradiated. These results indicate that consid-
erably large fluctuations in ultrasound transmittance can happen
in the human skull. In future research, we would like to perform
detailed measurements of the human skull’s fluctuation behaviors
to identify, with exactitude, two important factors: first, the fluc-
tuation’s significance for sonothrombolysis, and second, whether
the modulation technique is effective in reducing the fluctuation
in clinical applications.

4. Discussion

We found that ultrasound transmittance through a bone-phan-
tom plate significantly fluctuated with changes in ultrasound fre-
quency, bone-thickness, and skin-thickness. Additionally, we
clarified that skin-thickness played an important role in transmit-
tance. Previous research did not address skin-thickness effects on
ultrasound therapies. By comparing Fig. 1A and B, we can observe
the effects of skin-thickness. The significant fluctuations in trans-
mittance may impede the development of safe and effective tran-
scranial therapeutic devices.

Fry et al. reported [16] that reflections of ultrasound through
the human skull fluctuated but that transmitted ultrasound inten-
sity did not fluctuate. In the field of sonothrombolysis, a general
assumption has been that transmittance through the human skull

is lower both for thicker skull bone and at higher ultrasound fre-
quencies. White et al. [18] reported transmission behaviors
through a human skull on the basis of ultrasound-frequency
changes. They calculated and measured the transmittance at 17
points along a human skull in a frequency range extending from
600 kHz to 1.4 MHz. The average bone thickness was 6.1 mm. Their
calculated result for the average 6.1-mm thickness is shown as a
dotted line in Fig. 11A. They observed cyclic fluctuation behavior.
However, this cyclic fluctuation was buried in the more dominant
trend of decreases in frequency-related transmittance. Our calcu-
lated results are plotted as a solid line in this figure. The solid line
exhibits only the cyclic fluctuation without the decreasing fre-
quency-related trend. Differences between the two plots result
from two factors: one is a difference in the absorption rate of bone,
as our calculation involves 0402 dBfmm/MHz, whereas
—123 +3.559 x 1074 f Np/m is involved in reference {18]; the sec-
ond difference concerns thickness, as our calculation involves
2.0 mm, whereas 6.1 mm is involved in reference [18]. Our calcula-
tion using a thinner bone model is suitable for sonothrombolysis
through a temporal window, while White's reference involved
transcranial ultrasound therapy through all the surface points on
the skull. Fig. 11B compares measured transmittance plots. Our
resuits (solid line) reveal only cyclic fluctuation, while White's
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Fig. 11. Comparisons berween our results and reference [19] in calculations (A} and
in'measurements {B). (A} Frequency dependence of transmittance {model calcula-
tion). The sclid line derives from our 4-layer model consisting of a matching layer
(4.8 MRayls), a water layer {998 kg/m®, 1483 m/s), a bone-phantom plate (1664 kg/
m?, 2884 ms, 0.402 dBfmm/MHz). and a water layer. The thickness of the bone-
phantom plate was 2 mm, and the distance between the transducer surface and the
bene-phantom plate was 1.3 mm. The broken line derives from a resuit in the
propagation model used in reference 13. The model ultrasound transmitzed through
a 7.1-mm homogeneous layer {2132 kg/m?, 2800 m/s, x = =123 + 3559 » 10"* f)in
water (1000 kg/m® 1500 m/s). (B) Measurements of ultrasound transmittance
behaviors. The solid line represents our results shown in Fig. 3(B}. while the dotted
line represents results from reference [19] In this figure, the transmittance is
normalized by a value of 0.6 MHz.
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results (dotted line) exhibit the trend of frequency-related decreas-
es, The cyclic fluctuation is scarcely observed on the dotted line.
The significant differences in Fig. 10A and B indicate the impor-
rance of the substantial cyclic fluctuation of ultrasound transmit-
tance at least for sonothrombolytic therapy through the temporal
window.

We obtained our results in experiments using a bone-phantom
plate and model calculations based on multi-layers. Since human
skull bone has a complex geometrical structure with inhomoge-
neous density degrees, fluctuations may be less than those
obtained in this work. Evaluation of fluctuations with human skulls
and temporal bone merits further attention, and both this type of
evaluation and fluctuation-reduction technologies are very impor-
tant for clinical designs of safe and effective sonothrombolytic
therapies.

In this paper, we showed that modulation of ultrasound fre-
quency reduced fluctuations. Because transmittance significantly
fluctuated with frequency (Fig. 2), we tried {successfully) to equal-
ize the transmittance fluctuations by using the PSRF method of fre-
quency modulation. As shown in Fig. 9, the broader a frequency
deviation, the greater the equalization effect. If the medical com-
munity were to further broaden frequency deviation even more
so, the equalization of transmittance might improve. However,
broader frequency deviation is not always preferred. A frequency
far from the center frequency of a transducer will not effectively
convert into ultrasound, and this outcome can generate heat harm-
ful to living bodies will be generated. Taking into account the
above-mentioned facts, we should identify an optimal balance
between equalization and transducer design.

We experimentally verified that ultrasound transmittance
changed according to skin-thickness, frequency, and bone-thick-
ness. Since frequency dependence is different from individual to
individual, we cannot choose a single frequency suitable for every
individual. In the absence of a single optimal frequency, the equal-
ization of the transmittance through ultrasound modulation is a
highly effective and important methodology for sonothrombolytic
therapy.
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