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1997-2010 — Poverty & New Labour

Poverty and social exclusion given high priority by
previous New Labour government

In 1999 Prime Minister Tony Blair announced commitment
to ‘eradicate’ child poverty in the UK by 2020

In 2008 Prime Minister Gordon Brown announced intention
to enshrine this commitment in law

Child Poverty Act 2010 — legal commitment to eradicate
child poverty by 2020
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Overview
New Labour and Poverty 1997-2010

Conservative Agenda and Poverty 2010 +
® Parenting
® Education & Work

Current situation

Conclusions

Child Poverty Act 2010

Child poverty targets

¢ 4 measures of child poverty: low income; combined low income and
material deprivation; absolute low income; persistent poverty

Requires Government to publish regular child poverty strategy

Requires Scottish and Northern Irish Ministries to publish child
poverty strategies

Led to establishment of Child Poverty Commission

Requires UK government to publish annual progress review

= Ambitious, broad-ranging, and specific
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Policy initiatives Benefits and Paid Work

@ £18billion in spending on benefits for families % Improved package of benefits + getting parents into

employment ‘making work pay’
@ Working Families Tax Credit (means—tested to supplement low pioy < pay

income) # Reduction in number of workless families

&

Child Trust Fund (£250/£500) @ Inhcrease in lone parent employment rates

@

Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) (encourage 16/17

: . ® Review in 2005 concluded that UK has ‘good chance’ of
year olds to stay in education)

achieving interim child poverty targets (Hills and Stewart

@ Increased availability of pre—school care 2005)
® Free pre—school care for all 3 and 4 year olds (15 hours per ® 1997 to 2010 — substantial falls in child poverty (Joyce
week) , and Sibieta 2013)

2010+ Poverty & Conservatives Poor Parenting as Problem
® Decision to fund deficit through spending cuts not tax s Poor parenting and family ‘breakdown’ identified as major cause of
increases; commitment to reduce amount of money paid out in poverty
benefits

¢ “the right kind of parenting is a bigger influence on their [children’ s]

@ Changes
e EMA (in England) abolished
®  Child Trust Fund abolished

future than wealth, class, education or any other common social
factor” {(Allen 2011 pxiv)

® Freeze on Child Benefit « "It is family background, parental education, good parenting and the

® Cuts in Childcare Tax Credit opportunities for learning and development - -that together matter

® ‘Bedroom’ tax more to children than money” (Field 2010:p5)

® Changes in how benefits were uprated using an index that is ) , L . - ‘
usually lower (RPI rather than CPI) (from 2014 freeze on benefits * T4in 10 missing out on ‘good parenting (Social Mobility and Child
for two years) Poverty Commission 2014)

® Criticism of ‘poverty plus a pound’ ; should focus on causes not,
symptoms




Good Parenting as Solution

¢ Recommendation of national parenting campaign (Social
Mobility and Child Poverty Commission 2014)

v Troubled Families programme (launched 2011). Directed
at 120,000 families with ‘“troubled and chaotic lives’
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And

@ Couple - Lone

Lone parents (single mothers) are
not worse than other parents

i
\
|
A
g 4
lone parents who are often Sao- /)
v . . Q P i
criticised for their behaviour are & Va
. B (=3
more likely to skimp on food when 3 S/
g .
facing deprivation than couple § e
» . 20-
households (Dermott and Pomati £
x

2015b)

) 0-2
Highest level of

S e
f child deprivation in the household

But---

& No ewidence for group of parents who fail to participate in ‘good’
parenting practices (Dermott and FPomati 2015a)

we = Parents with young children {28%) ~~@- Parents with older children (11%)

Average parent (37%) e Highly educated (24%)

100 - I SUNNENA—.
WM

90
80 |
60 - o

50 -

% who engage in activity 3 or fewer days per week

Homework

And""

® The ‘Troubled Families’ programme has been criticised.

@  Claim that there are 120,000 families across the country who have
five of seven problems: earming a low income: nobody in the family
working; poor housing; parents with no qualifications: the mother
having a mental health problem; one parent with a longstanding illness
or disability; and the family unable to afford basics including food and
clothes.

v Interventions include parenting programmes

@ “In the term ‘troubled families™ it [the government] deliberately
conflates families experiencing multiple disadvantage and families that
cause trouble.” (Levitas 2012)
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Worklessness & Poor Education as Problem

Problem of benefit ‘scroungers’ . ‘workless households’ and failure of education
system to support poorer children to avoid becoming NEET adults (not in
education, employment or training)

cultures of worklessness” (DWP 2012)

- there are four generations of families where no- ow has ever had a job”
(Chris Grayling, Minister for Work and Pensions 2011)

“No longer will it be possible to be better off on benefits than in work” (George
Osborne, Chancellor of the Exchequer 2013)

“Children who leave school with no skills or low skills will find their employment
opportunities limited and their horizons narrowed” (Michael Gove, Secretary of
State for Education, 2014)

NEB Jink to parenting"We need to ensure that those parents who don't play their
gzart nens uri ig, their chi drew attmd achoc mady to | eam and-showing. 1

But"'

In—work poverty is now a major concern

Majority of households experiencing child poverty have someone in
employment (50% full-time) (PSE 2014)

The number of people in low—paid jobs has risen. There are now
around 5 million people paid below the living wage (JRF 2013)

Not clear that educational initiatives have had desired impact

Free school places for 3 year olds had small and only short term
effect on educational development (IFS 2014)

L

@&

&

@

Work & Good Education as Solution

Increase mirimum wage

Reduce out of work benefits e.g. give 18-24 vear olds 6 months to find
work or training or lose Jobseekers Allowance

Lone parents with ohild aged 5 or older no longer allowed 1o claim
Income Support on basis of being a lone parent

40% of poorest 2 vear olds to receive free childcare

‘Pupil Premium’ for schools to swg;port most ﬁmam“ lly disadvantaged;

‘Early Years Pupil Premium’ for 3 & 4 year olds
Free school meals for all 4-7 vear olds

Establishment of “free’” schools and academies (not run by local

education authorities)

Current Situation

Child poverty rates rising and targets will not be met

“Even wor d beating performance on emplovment levels, hours and
wages won t enable the child poverty targets to be hit” (Social
Mobility and Child Poverty Commission 2014,

31% of children lack 2+ necessities, 11% lack 5+ necessities (Poverty

and Scmai Exclusion Survey 2014)

27% of children %iving in poverty (< 60% median household income after
housing costs); child poverty set to rise by 2020 (Joseph Rowntree
Foundation 2014)

New Child Poverty Strategy 2014-2017
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Proportion of children in poverty

Conclusions

Improvements in child poverty rates made during the late 1990s /
sarly 2000s have been reversed

Current political discourse on child poverty is not primarily concerned
with improving financial position ~ it argues the problem lies elsewhere

Foor (living in noverty) parents are associated with poor (bad)
parenting and condemned for the impact this has on their children

Those out—of-work are receiving reduced financial support and
criticised both for being poor role models for their children and for
failing to adopt the correct work ethic

Part of more widespread (and increasing) culture of blaming the poor —
individualised discourse

Proportion of children living in poverty over time

40% [l Before
Housing
- Costs
30% e T T 1 after Housing
T I Costs
20% p N
10%
0%

2002/03 2004/05 2006/07 2008/09 2010/11 201213
2003/04 2005/06 2007/08 2009/10 2011412
Households Below Average Income (HBAI), United Kingdom,
Department for Work and Pensions, 2014

ho Rowntres Foundation 2014, www jrforguk
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