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women who are not moving out from the cities.

4. Feminization or Equalization?

While the excess female net-migration to cities is
observed, the resulted population sex ratio in Major
Cities is not so much unbalanced. So far, both
migration and population sex ratio were that of the
most recent 1 time point, either 2013 for migration or
2010 for population. Now we will see the historical
trend of the sex ratio as much as the data allow.

On the migration, there are researches in
historical demography which date back to Edo or
Meiji period using Shumon Aratame-cho (7 ME)
or family register (Koseki 77£&). Also, population
census in Japan started in 1920 and the questions on
migration was included almost every 10 years.
However, these data vary in the definition of
migration and not suited to study the longitudinal
trend. The Report on Internal Migration, which we
have used so far, is based on the Basic Resident
Registration which was implemented by the post-war
Japanese government and the data is available yearly
since 1958 with the same definition.

Thus using the Report on Internal Migration,
when we observe the net-migration of Major Cities'
(Fig. 3) from 1958 to 2013, two different periods are
identified, which confirms the existing literature.
Until around the mid-1990’s, men move more than
women, more in-migration of men during the time
Major Cities were gaining population in the 1960’s or
1980’s, more out-migration of men during the time of
Major Cities were losing population, in the 1970’s or
early 1990’s. However since mid-1990’s, there is a
constant excess female in-migration to Major Cities.
This is particularly true for Sapporo, Yokohama,
Kyoto, Kobe, Hiroshima and Fukuoka.
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Fig.3 Net-migration to and from Major Cities of

Japan (persons moved across the city border)
Source : Report on Internal Migration, Statistics Burcau

Note: The number of cities defined as Major Cities was 6 in 1958
and increased to the 21 in 2012. Refer end note 1 for the detail.

When we see the historical trend of population
sex ratio for the period from 1950 to 2010 (Fig. 4),
one can see that the sex ratio of Major Cities was
extremely high in the 1960°s and 1970’s, then
gradually decreased until the sex ratio became almost
the same as national average in 2000. It is only in
2010 when the Major Cities sex ratio became lower
than the national average. Up until 2000, cities were
with more men than women, compare to the national
average and this was particularly so during the 1960°s
and 1970’s. This trend is more conspicuous for the
age 20-39 than all ages.
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Fig. 4 Sex ratio of population in Japan and
Major Cities, All ages and 20-39 years old

Source : Census of Japan, Statistics Bureau

As long as the sex ratio of population indicates,
a continuous feminization of cities is observed since
around 1970°s as sex ratio keeps on declining, but
until 2000, this was to a direction to reduce the
excess male population. In this way, during this
period, the population was not really “feminizing”
but “equalizing”. The real feminization occurred after
2000, as both in-migration and population are female

dominant.

5. Conclusion

The higher net-migration of women and consequent
lowering population sex ratio of Major Cities can be
explained by several reasons. According to the
National Survey on Migration (IPSS 2013), the
moves due to higher education and employment are
increasing since 1990’s especially for the young in
their 20’s. It is quite understandable considering the
facts that the Act on Securing, Etc. of Equal
Opportunity and Treatment between Men and
Women in Employment was enacted on 1986 which
guaranteed women to work in the same condition as
men do, and the proportion of women who proceed to
university education was soaring since that time.
However, it does not explain why women once
moved into cities do not move out again like men®.
One possible reason is that women are not willing to

go back to non-urban area which are not as gender
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sensitive as urban area which they have lived so far.
Quantitative analysis on this point is not yet available
but qualitatively, it is commonplace to hear the
experience of educated women on astonishing
situations on gender insensitiveness in rural areas.
Gender equality measures in Japan had been started
only recently and can be concentrated in cities. If the
rural prefectures crave for stopping further population
decrease, there seems to be a lot of hope if their own
community is open for the gender equality. In any
case, quantitative and comparative data between
prefectures and municipalities to clarify this point are
needed.

The lower sex ratio of young population is also
found in Seoul, New York or Paris but it is not so in
Beijing or Shanghai. The international comparison
would be also helpful for understanding the

mechanism of feminization of cities.

Note

1. Major Cities, or cities designated by government
ordinance (Bt 48 EHRT7) was a definition started
in 1956 when the revised Local Autonomy Law
was enacted. At that time, there were 6 cities
(Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka and
Kobe) then the addition were made by the Cabinet
Order in 1963 (Kita-Kyushu), 1972 (Sapporo,
Kawasaki and Fukuoka), 1980 (Hiroshima), 1989
(Sendai), 1992 (Chiba), 2003 (Saitama), 2005
(Shizuoka), 2006 (Sakai), 2007 (Niigata,
Hamamatsu), 2009 (Okayama), 2010

2012(Kumamoto). Thus, the

net-migration or population of Major Cities used

(Sagamihara),

here is the sum of Major Cities existed at the time.
There can be several different ways to define
urban population but here, it is assumed that the
official designation of Major Cities would reflect
the reality of changing urbanity and used to
represent the urban population. This is also due to
the statistical availability.

2.1In 2013, the 1/3 of the moves from 21 Major Cities

are to another 21 Major Cities and the rest, 2/3 are

to non Major Cities according to the Report on
Internal Migration. Unfortunately gender and age
disaggregated data are not available.
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