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Tentative Agenda

GHSAG Chemical Events WG meeting- April 24-25, 2013

Location: WHO Lyon Office, 58 avenue Debourg, F-69007

Lyon, France

Teleconference dial-in  International: ++613-960-7516
instructions Toll free (North America only): (877) 413-4792

Canada

France

Italy

Mexico

USA

Conference ID: 7644896

List of invitees

Danny Sokolowski EC Paolo Guglielmetti
Joan Armour* Espen Andresen
Marc Lafontaine
Luke Graham*
Casey Tosh - GHSI Secretariat

Jean-Marc Philippe Germany Regine Horré
Walter Biederbick
Loredana Vellucci Japan Takeshi Shimazu

Tetsu Okumura
Tomoya Saito

Lino Enrique Sosa Rebolledo UK David Russell
Rafael Rivera Gutiérrez Peter Blain
Sue Cibulsky WHO Kersten Gutschmidt

David Jett

Scott Deitchman
Teresa Abraham*
Jason McKight*
Catherine Chow*
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April 24

Item | Description Lead
9:00 | Welcome and Introductions Chair & Host
country
9:10 | Approval of Agenda - Tab 1 Chair
9:15 | Review and Approval of ROD from previous meeting Chair
Tab 2
9:30 | Debrief from GHSAG WG Chair meeting, March 18-19, D. Russell
Washington D.C. - Tab 3
10:00 | Chemical Risk Screening Tool - Tab 4
1. Status of publication of manuscript (P-1) | David Russell
2. Automated/Web based Chemical Risk Screening Tool | Luke Graham *
3. Options for training material | D. SokolowskKi
4. Promoting the use of the tool | All
11:00 | Break
11:15 | Decontamination — Tab 5
o Review & Adoption of GHSAG common principles for | Sue Cibulsky
mass patient decontamination of C & RN incidents
e Report from the Tokyo workshop Oct. 3-4, 2012 | Tomoya Saito
e Publication of the abstracts from the workshop | Tomoya Saito
presentations
12:30 | Lunch
13:30 | All hazard preparedness - Tab 6
To identify core GHSAG capabilities for chemical incidents | Teresa Abraham*
To conduct a gap analysis to guide priority setting for the next | (HHS/ASPR)
3 year work cycle
15:30 | Break
15:45 | Early Alerting and Reporting - Tab 7
Considerations for duty analyst and risk assessment for Jason McKnight*
chemical threats Catherine Chow*
e Broadening use of the EAR Portal as 2" phase of pilot | (US CDC) &
for chemical threats | CEWG
Next steps for the EAR platform Jason McKnight*
e Workshop May 6-8 in Italy | Catherine Chow*
e Direction from SO meeting June 13-14 in Ottawa | (US CDC) &
e Longer term goals | CEWG
17:00 | Debrief - Tab 8 D. Russell &
Awareness raising and training Workshop capacity building in | D. Sokolowski
the public health management of chemical incidents and the
IHR implementation, Belgrade, Serbia, 26-27 March 2013
17:30 | End of day 1
18:00 | Refreshments Location tbd
19:00 | Group Dinner (at your own expense) . Location tbd

* . Denotes a meeting participant joining remotely
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April 25

Item | Description Lead
9:00 | Collaboration on GHSAG projects (cont.)- Tab 9
Medical Counter-Measures (P-4) | Sue Cibulsky
Crisis Communication (P-3) | ?
H1N1 Lessons Learned for Chemical Incidents Planning (P-2) | ?
TRA(P-1)|?
10:00 | Break
10:15 | CEWG Management - Tab 10
1. Status of co-Chairs — approval by SO | Chair/Secretariat
2. Update of CEWG Terms of Reference | Chair/Secretariat
3. Update of CEWG Work Plan & 3-Year GHSI Strategic | Chair/Secretariat
Plan
4. Update of CEWG Contact List | Secretariat
5. Representation to GHSAG SO meeting June 13-14 in | Chair
Ottawa, Canada
6. Next CEWG telecon (late June & early Sept.) & f2f | Chair
(Oct. or Nov.) meeting
11:45 | Roundtable All
11:55 | Closing remarks Chair & Host
12:00 | End of meeting Chair

(Note: WHO IHR seminar to begin at 13:00)

* . Denotes a meeting participant joining remotely
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Tentative Agenda

GHSAG Chemical Events WG meeting- October 15-16, 2013

Location:

Teleconference dial-in
instructions

I*I Danny Sokolowski
Marc Lafontaine™
Joan Armour*
Christine Gagnon*
Luke Graham*
Jean-Francois Dupére*
Richard Lemay*
Olivier Dumetz*

Jean-Marc Philippe
Jean-Rene Jourdain
l l M. Pompa

. Rocio Alatorre
2 Matianna Ramirez
Ricardo Cortes

Michael Sulzner
Paolo Guglielmetti

Germain Thinus

ASPR Conference Center

Magnolia & Holley rooms

200 C Street SW, Lower Level

Washington, DC 20024

International: ++613-960-7516

Toll free (North America only): (877) 413-4792
Conference ID: 7644896

List of invitees

Sue Cibulsky
David Jett

Scott Deitchman
Efrain Garcia
Bill Hall

Jason McKight*
Cathy Chow*
Alison Lafan

Regine Horre
Walter Biederbick

Takeshi Shimazu

David Russell
Peter Blain

Kersten Gutschmidt

N Wi
o e B



October 15

Item | Description Lead
9:00 | Identification of Chair for meeting Co-Chairs
9:05 | Welcome and Introductions Chair & Host
country
9:15 | Approval of Agenda - Tab 1 Chair
9:20 | Review and Approval of ROD from previous meeting Chair
Tab 2
9:30 | Syria-Tab 3
Update of CEWG position paper for public health threat from | Peter Blain and
chemical weapons | Walter Biederbick
Briefing of Senior Officials | David Russell
Exchange of information on training courses or other activities | Walter Biederbick
for countries in the middle east region | and all
10:45 | Break
11:00 | Support to WHO - Tab 4
Presentation to Senior Officials | Chair
Development of IHR guidance document to help National | Christine
Focal Points (NFPs) notification of chemical incidents | Gagnon*
Kersten
Gutschmidt
Development of IHR Training material | David Russell
12:30 | Lunch
13:30 | Early Alerting and Reporting - Tab 5
Direction of EAR Richard Lemay
e Update on business case for sustainability of EAR Jason McKnight*
o Advise of duty analyst issues for CEWG Cathy Chow*
e Inform of workshop in Mexico City (mid-November)
Considerations for CEWG Chair/all
e Assess usefulness of EAR for CEWG
e Determine strategy to continue involvement (if any)
14:45 | Break
15:00 | Chemical Risk Screening Tool - Tab 6
Demo Prototype of Automated/Web based Chemical Risk | Olivier Dumetz*
Screening Tool
Determine willingness to develop a full web based tool | Chair
Identify funding sources and plan including timetable to | Chair
complete development of final product
What is next for the tool? | Chair
New - Ingestion hazard screening tool | Joan Armour &
Marc Lafontaine
17:00 | End of day 1
18:30 | Group Dinner (at your own expense) Hank’s Oster Bar

633 Pennsylvania
Ave SE

* . Denotes a meeting participant joining remotely
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October 16

Item | Description Lead
9:00 | Decontamination — Tab 7
Presentation to Senior Officials of Japan 2012 Workshop | David Russell
Report & Mass Casualty Decontamination: Guiding | Jean-Rene
Principles and Research Needs | Jourdain
What's next for the CEWG ? | Sue Cibulsky/all
e Research needs ?
e Areas for collaboration between CEWG members &
others ?
10:00 | GHSAG All-Hazards preparedness (version 2) - Tab 8 Efrain Garcia &
Jean-Francois
e |dentify volunteer to help with All-Hazard Task Group Duperé
10:30 | Break
10:45 | Risk Comms - Tab 9 Bill Hall
Development of risk comms products for chemical incidents
11:15 | CEWG Management - Tab 10
1. Update of Terms of Reference | Secretariat
2. Update of CEWG Contact List | Secretariat
3. Representation to GHSAG SO meeting Oct. 17-18, | Chair
2013
4. Next CEWG meetings | Chair
e Telecon (December 19 & March 13.)
o f2f ( potentially aligned with conference on
environmental hazards and the global burden of
disease at ITC in Cardiff May-June 2014)
11:50 | Roundtable All
11:55 | Closing remarks Chair & Host
12:00 | End of meeting Chair

* . Denotes a meeting participant joining remotely

Time zone converter

Washington D.C. & Brussels, Paris and Geneva

Ottawa, Canada

Suffield, Canada

uTC-4 UTC+2

UTC-6
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Tentative Agenda
GHSAG Chemical Events WG meeting- December 17-18, 2013

Location: Canadian Embassy
3" floor boardroom
501 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington DC 20001
Teleconference dial-in  International: ++613-960-7516
instructions Toll free (North America only): (877) 413-4792
Conference ID: 7644896

List of invitees

I I Danny Sokolowski Sue Cibulsky
* Marc Lafontaine* e avid Jett
Joan Armour* ~ Scott Deitchman
Christine Gagnon* Efrain Garcia
Luke Graham* Bill Hall
Jean-Francois Dupéré*® Jason McKnight*
Richard Lemay* Cathy Chow*

Olivier Dumetz*
B Jean-Marc Philippe
Jean-Rene Jourdain

| M. Pompa . Takeshi Shimazu
- Nobuaki Kiriu

Regine Horré
Walter Biederbick

/ NI

| Rocio Alatorre ) David Russell
@ Matianna Ramirez L~ Peter Blain
Ricardo Cortes
Michael Sulzner @ Kersten Gutschmidt
Paolo Guglielmetti ey Katie Smallwood

Germain Thinus



December 17

Item | Description Lead
9:00 | Identification of Chair for meeting Co-Chairs
9:05 | Welcome and Introductions Chair & Host
country
9:15 | Approval of Agenda - Tab 1 Chair
9:20 | Review and Approval of ROD from previous meeting Chair
Tab 1
9:30 | Debrief from SO (Oct. 17-18) and Ministerial meetings Chair
(Dec. 10-11) — Tab 2
9:45 | Syria-Tab 3
Update of CEWG position paper for public health threat from | Peter Blain and
chemical weapons | Walter Biederbick
Briefing of Senior Officials | David Russell
Initial clinical management of chemical weapon patients in | Katie Smallwood
resource limited settings
10:45 | Break
11:00 | Support to WHO - Tab 4
Presentation to Senior Officials | Chair
Development of IHR guidance document to help National | Christine
Focal Points (NFPs) notification of chemical incidents | Gagnon*
Kersten
Gutschmidt
Development of IHR Training material | David Russell
12:30 | Lunch
13:30 | Early Alerting and Reporting - Tab 5
Direction of EAR Richard Lemay
e Update on business case for sustainability of EAR Jason McKnight*
e Advise of duty analyst issues for CEWG Cathy Chow*
e Inform of workshop in Atlanta (mid-November)
Considerations for CEWG Chair/all
e Assess usefulness of EAR for CEWG
e Determine strategy to continue involvement (if any)
14:45 | Break
15:00 | Chemical Risk Screening Tool - Tab 6
Demo Prototype of Automated/Web based tool | Olivier Dumetz*
e Web link: https://join.me/demostation
Determine willingness to develop a full web based tool | Chair
Identify funding sources and plan including timetable to | Chair
complete development of final product
What is next for the tool? | Chair
New — Ingestion hazard screening tool | Joan Armour
17:00 | End of day 1
18:30 | Group Dinner (at your own expense) Hank’s Oster Bar

* . Denotes a meeting participant joining remotely




December 18

Item

Description

Lead

9:00

Decontamination — Tab 7

Presentation to Senior Officials of Japan 2012 Workshop
Report & Mass Casualty Decontamination: Guiding
Principles and Research Needs

David Russell

What's next for the CEWG ?

e Research needs ?

e Areas for collaboration between CEWG members &
others ?

Sue Cibulsky/all

10:00

GHSAG Core Capabilities project - Tab 8

e |dentify suitable chemical scenario for project

Efrain Garcia &
Jean-Francois
Dupére

11:00

Break

11:16

Risk Comms - Tab 9
Development of risk comms products for chemical incidents

Bill Hall

12:00

CEWG Management - Tab 10

1. Update of Terms of Reference

Secretariat

2. Update of CEWG Contact List

Secretariat

3. Next CEWG meetings
e Telecon (February 13 & April 10)
e f2f ( potentially aligned with conference on

environmental hazards and the global burden of
disease at ITC in Cardiff May-June 2014)

Chair

12:50

Roundtable

All

12:55

Closing remarks

Chair & Host

13:00

End of meeting

Chair

* . Denotes a meeting participant joining remotely

Time zone converter

Washington D.C. &
Ottawa, Canada

Brussels, Paris and Suffield, Canada

Geneva

Tokyo, Japan

UTC-5 UTC+1 UTC-7

UTC+9
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Jett(NIH), UK 7>513 David & Peter, # L THANLIIFL, TEEWV I, KW TLT,
ET#EE%Z UK @ David LRE L, 4ED Agenda DEFEITOILE L7,
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Support to WHO
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Abstract

The Chemical Events Working Group of the Global Health Security Initiative has
developed a flexible screening tool for chemicals that present a risk when accidentally or
deliberately released into the atmosphere. The tool is generic, semi-quantitative,
independent of site, situation and scenario, encompasses all chemical hazards (toxicity,
flammability and reactivity), and can be easily and quickly implemented by non-subject
matter experts using freely available, authoritative information. Public health
practitioners and planners can use the screening tool to assist them in directing their
activities in each of the five stages of the disaster management cycle.
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Background

The Global Health Security Initiative (GHSI) is an informal network of countries that
came together shortly after the September 11, 2001 attacks, to ensure exchange and
coordination of practices within the health sector in confronting new threats and risks
to global health posed by terrorism. Delegations of the GHSI include Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the United Kingdom, the United States and the
European Commission. The World Health Organization (WHO) serves as an observer.
The principal purpose of the GHSI is to strengthen global health preparedness and
response to threats of biological, chemical and radio-nuclear terrorism and pandemic
influenza. This document, written by the Chemical Events Working Group (CEWG) of
the GHSI, recognizes that chemicals, despite conferring many benefits, may pose
significant acute and chronic health risks in the event of an accidental or deliberate
release. The public health impact of such an event is potentially catastrophic. Therefore,
it is vital that emergency planning be developed at local, regional, national and
international levels to effectively manage and mitigate chemical releases. Because of
the millions of distinct chemicals, it is not realistic to plan and prepare for all chemicals.
Risk must be prioritized so that the chemicals of greatest concern provide the basis for
subsequent prevention, emergency planning and preparedness, detection and alert,
response and recovery activities.
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The world of chemicals

The chemical industry is one of the world’s largest economic sectors, producing organic
and inorganic chemicals, plastics, synthetic fibres, pharmaceuticals and medicines,
synthetic rubber, soaps, paints and coatings, pesticides, fertilizers and other
agricultural chemicals [1]. In 2010 worldwide chemical sales were valued at 2,353
billion euros. China was the largest chemical producer (€575.3 billion) , followed by the
United States (€395.2 billion) , Japan(€152.7 billion) and Germany(€141.6 billion) . In
the European Union, the chemical industry directly accounted for 1.1 percent of total
oross domestic production and employed 1,157,000 persons [2]. As of 1 May 2012, the
American Chemical Society (ACS) Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) had assigned
Registry Numbers (RN) to 66,515,886 distinct organic and inorganic substances. The
CAS Online Chemical Catalogues File (CHEMCATS) contained listings of more than
19,000,000 commercially available chemicals and their worldwide suppliers [3]. These
commercially available chemicals are produced in quantities ranging from milligrams to
millions of metric tons. High production volume (HPV) chemicals, as defined by the
Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), are those chemicals
produced or imported into OECD countries in excess of 1,000 metric tons per year. In
2007, 4637 chemicals were classified as HPV chemicals [4]. Examples of HPV chemicals
produced in excess of 5 million metric tons in 2010 are given in Table 1 [1].
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Table 1 Examples of HPV chemicals [1]
#1 HPV/LEWEOHI[1]

The World Health Organization (WHO) describes a chemical incident as the
uncontrolled release of a chemical, resulting in (potential) harm to public health and the
environment. Chemical incidents can arise from human activities and from natural
sources (e.g., volcanic eruption, earthquake, forest fire) [5]. Chemical incidents,
resulting from human activity, can be accidental or deliberate. Accidental releases can
occur at any location in the production, use, storage, disposal or transportation cycle of
the chemical. Examples of accidental chemical incidents that resulted in immediate
significant deaths, injuries and property and/or environmental damage are listed in
Table 2. These incidents, especially the 1976 release of dioxin at Seveso, greatly
influenced national and international regulations, with respect to the amounts of
chemicals that could be stored in a given location, land use provisions and transport
regulations [5-9].
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Table 2 Examples of chemical incidents resulting in regulatory actions
R2 HHIHEEIZESTLFEKEDOH]

In addition to their legitimate use in industry, agriculture and medicine, chemicals have
been used in warfare, by insurgents and terrorists. The direct use of chemicals,
especially chlorine, phosgene and sulphur mustard, in World War 1 caused 91,198
deaths and 1,205,655 non-fatal injuries [10]. Since World War 1 additional chemical
warfare agents, including the organophosphorus G series (e.g., sarin, soman, tabun) and
V series (e.g., VX) of nerve agents have been developed. Sulphur mustard was used in
the Iran-Iraq War of 1980-88, causing over 20,000 casualties [11]. The Chemical
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