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The history and the latest trend of the occupational diseases in Japan
Ginji Endo
Department of Preventive Medicine and Environmental Health,
Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka City University

Abstract
This study describes the history of the occupational diseases and the preventive mea-

sures by the laws in Japan. The first serious occupational diseases occurred in mining

industry in the late 19th century because the working conditions were inferior. The mining

industry ordinance was enforced in 1890 as the first law that prescribed working condi-
tions, safety and health, and injury compensation. The most serious infection disease was
tuberculosis, and the mortality was 180-260 per 100,000 during 1903 -45. Since the prohi-
bition on asbestos was late for 2006, the outbreak of asbestos—related diseases will

continue until 2070. Although occupational poisonings have significantly decreased,

unregulated chemicals recently caused many cases of cholangiocarcinoma among offset

printing workers. Mental health disorders have been increasing in the various working

places indicating stressful environment.

Key words: history, occupational disease, Japan
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Table 1. AfEFEETHER I T LEDE
1.1.1-Trichloroethane Diethylene glycol monobutyl ether
1.2-Dichloropropane Propylene glycol monomethyl ether
Dichloromethane 2-Methyl-2.4-pentanediol
Dichlorofluoroethane 3-Methyl-3-methoxyhutanol
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2-Methylpentane Xylene
3-Methylpentane Kerosene
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Cyclohexane Hydrocarbons
| Isopropyl alcohol Aromatic hydrocarbons
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Figure 1.
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DIEFERE (JA)). C: JEEHREHR (RAD. D : B X 2 KHWHENIER (RAD, E:

A FFAERESR (RED. B:EENA
IE

W & AR B O NAIER (JGED, T @ IEEPHEE T A S N2 IVE N FLETIRREZ.
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CNUEKEEZFEEMRE=E (ACGH) 70D 8K
B REE (DCM 50ppm, DCP 10ppm) ™
FNTN26~721F, 6~21 ERREORETCH>
fRERMEENTVS. G, KIROERE (AT
%, B2I1H) IcBWVWTIE, TCEIX1992F 12 A
£, DCM £ 1996 3 B£ T, DCP £ 2006 &£
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ICH SN REERIERIZ 17 BT, ZETREERIE
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Figure 3. JHENEM OWBEMEIENITR A @ TSR EINER, B @ 25 E 2L ERIE
% (invasive intraductal papillary neoplasm of the bile duct). C : biliary intraepithelial neopla-

sia, D : BEDMILERE LEAFE,

B CIEREREIRGIE PSCDERFTR S B
LTHY, KRB, ZBFIPSC LETNRBERY
NTWERDHo N, fiTh, BEEREEN 3
FliciThnich, BBEARDOFREGROEENILER
FE%&E (intraductal papillary neoplasm of the bile
duct ; IPNB) ZRB T 2HBRRENERIN
(Figure 1F).
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(Figure 20) A5 BT, FEEID 2 FlicHSN e
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Figure 4.
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