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Abstract

Psychophysielogical Effects of Autogenic Training and Its Effectiveness
for Stress-related Psychosomatie Diseases

Takakazu Oka™  Hisashi Koyama

*Department of Psychosomatic Medicine, Graduate School of Medical Sciences, Kyushu University
(Mailing Address * Takakazu Oka, 3-1~1 Maidashi, Higashi~ku, Fukuoka-shi, Fukuoka 812-8582, Japan)

This article reviews the psychophysiological effects of autogenic training (AT). AT reduces negative affect,
including anxiety, depressed mood, and anger. AT also positively alters self-cognition and facilitates self-acceptance.
During AT practice, several cortical areas are activated such as the postcentral gyrus (an area involved in somatosen-
sory functions) and the prefrontal cortex and insula (areas involved in interoception, emotion, and self-awareness).
AT formulas such as “My arms (legs) are heavy”, “My arms (legs) are warm”, “My breath is calm and regular”,
and “My heart beats calmly and regularly” may reflect skeletal muscle relaxation, increased peripheral skin tempera-
ture, reduced respiratory rate, and reduced heart rate, respectively. AT attenuates the sympathetic-adrenomedullary
system and the hypothalamic—pituitary—adrenocortical axis and also facilitates cardiac vagal function. In contrast, AT
inhibits vagal activity innervating the gastrointestinal tract. For example, we demonstrated that AT abolished abnor-
mal esophageal contractions in a patient with diffuse esophageal spasm. We also found that AT reduces fatigue and
increases mechanical nociceptive thresholds, resulting in reduced pain sensation.

Key words * autogenic training, standard exercise, space exercise, stress
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