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Mutation profile of the GNE gene in Japanese
patients with distal myopathy with rimmed vacuoles

(GNE myopathy)

Anna Cho," Yukiko K Hayashi, "> Kazunari Monma,' Yasushi Oya,*
Satoru Noguchi," lkuya Nonaka,' Ichizo Nishino'-?

ABSTRACT

Background GNE myopathy (also called distal myopathy
with rimmed vacuoles or hereditary inclusion body
myopathy) is an autosomal recessive myopathy
characterised by skeletal muscle atrophy and weakness that
preferentially involve the distal muscles. It is caused by
mutations in the gene encoding a key enzyme in sialic acid
biosynthesis, UDP-N-acetylglucosamine 2-epimerase/N-
acetylmannosamine kinase (GNE).

Methods We analysed the GNE gene in 212 Japanese
GNE myopathy patients. A retrospective medical record
review was carried out to explore genotype—phenotype
correlation.

Results Sixty-three different mutations including 25 novel
mutations were identified: 50 missense mutations, 2
nonsense mutations, 1 insertion, 4 deletions, 5 intronic
mutations and 1 single exon deletion. The most frequent
mutation in the Japanese population is ¢.1714G>C (p.
Val572Leu), which accounts for 48.3% of total alleles.
Homozygosity for this mutation results in more severe
phenotypes with earlier onset and faster progression of the
disease. In contrast, the second most common mutation,
¢.527A>T (p.Asp176Val), seems to be a mild mutation as
the onset of the disease is much later in the compound
heterozygotes with this mutation and ¢.1714G>C than the
patients homozygous for ¢.1714G>C. Although the allele
frequency is 22.4%, there are only three homozygotes for
€.527A>T, raising a possibility that a significant number of
¢.527A>T homozygotes may not develop an apparent
disease.

Conclusions Here, we report the mutation profile of the
GNE gene in 212 Japanese GNE myopathy patients, which
is the largest single-ethnic cohort for this ultra-orphan
disease. We confirmed the clinical difference between
mutation groups. However, we should note that the
statistical summary cannot predict clinical course of every
patient.

INTRODUCTION

GNE myopathy, which is also known as distal myop-
athy with rimmed vacuoles,' quadriceps sparing
myopathy® or hereditary inclusion body myopathy
(hIBM),? is an autosomal recessive myopathy char-
acterised by skeletal muscle atrophy and weakness
that preferentially involve the distal muscles such as
the tibialis anterior. It is a progressive disease,
whereby the symptoms of muscle weakness start to
affect the patient from the second or third decade of
life, and most of the patients become wheelchair-
bound between twenties and sixties.* The

characteristic histopathological features in muscle
biopsy include muscle fibre atrophy with the pres-
ence of rimmed vacuoles and intracellular congophi-
lic deposits.* > GNE myopathy is caused by
mutations in the gene encoding a key enzyme in
sialic acid biosynthesis, UDP-N-acetylglucosamine 2-
epimerase/N-acetylmannosamine kinase (GNE).*™
Genetically confirmed GNE myopathy was initially
recognised in Iranian Jews and Japanese,” ? but later
appeared to be widely distributed throughout the
world. More than 100 mutations in the GNE gene
have been described up to date.

During the last decade, there has been extensive
experimental work to elucidate the pathogenesis
and to develop therapeutic strategies of GNE
myopathy.® *°1* Better knowledge on the basis of
those research achievements have currently enabled
us to enter the era of clinical trial for human
patients. At this moment, the identification of new
GNE myopathy patients with precise genetic diag-
nosis and the expansion of global spectrum of
GNE mutations are timely and important. Here,
we report the molecular profile of Japanese GNE
myopathy patients with a brief discussion of geno-
type—phenotype correlations.

METHODS

Patients

Two hundred and twelve patients from 201 unre-
lated Japanese families were included in this study.
There were 117 female and 95 male patients. All
cases were genetically confirmed as GNE myopathy.
A retrospective medical record review was carried
out to explore genotype—phenotype correlation.
Informed consent was obtained for the collection
of clinical data and extraction of DNA to perform
mutation analysis.

Genetic analysis

DNA was extracted from peripheral blood leukocytes
or skeletal muscle tissue. We used the previously
described sequencing method to describe mutations
at cDNA level.” All exons and splice regions of the
GNE gene were sequenced. NM_005476.5 was used
as a reference sequence. We screened 100 alleles
from normal Japanese individuals to determine the
significance of novel variations.

Pathological analysis
To evaluate histopathological phenotype according
to genotype, we analysed muscle biopsies from two
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