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WIERIZRRE LA EDDHY, Typel~Typelll
FHEBBPHTH Y, TypeIVHED o L L BHETH-
7z (436U 224, 51%) (7).

PSC O&ERHE

PSC 2 B} % JoiE NG5 A8 (inflammatory bowel dis-
eases ; IBD) OFREIZOWTIE, IBDDAHEHY L0
HZi1X68 BT, PSCEEKDM% IZEET o T
(4 8). KIEHWHEME (colonofiberscopy : CF) %
17 L7- £ IBD A S Nlp oo 7ERIIE 46 $1(23%),
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CF #475H 3 IBD %2 L & L7=ERIAT 41 1 (21%) TH -
7z. IBD OB ZWRE, BEEHAER (ucera-
tive colitis ; UC) 4% 55 #l, Fe4FRMMRGIeA% 10 ), LI
Deholzb DR IFITHo 2. DM PSC DEPHEE
ELTHBBRERS I UBBEICOVWTHE R KD
T2l A, JRENIRAEAS 1460 (73%), FREE - BAEH
A 366 (19%), BBEBERY -3 2%), &EE4
Bl 2%) THotz. HEBOEHEEH»o72. PSC
O L IBENE L OBW E TCOEB oS R
9ITRT. SRR EREORROH - 72 13D )
%, 11 T PSC & 0B Wi 1 £ RIS RSO
ZEELRIh T BBE4OS B, 263 UC
ZEPEL TV, 1611 CF 247 L7- L IBD &4t
2L, 1603 CF T2 L TIBD &8z L & DiEHITH -
AR

1gG4-SC DEHHE

1gG4-SC DEBEREE L Tid, 1G4 BERBTH LR
B R, B X UBREEBEENZREN6
(14%), 481 (9%) WAL TW. JBZE - BBSEA
LEEER Y — TSR FREFNR L HlOL, EERELEE

DEPT o Tz,

ERE

PSC Tix, 197 Bl %+ 159 B (81%) T & DI
WHBEFZERTWB LW EREH -4 (FE3). o
ELERES 0TV FF F Y a— Vs (ursode-
oxycholicacid ; UDCA) S5 TH ), R T
UDCA+ X7 4 75— MERATH o725, UDCA+
AT 04 FHEZORIZE o 72. UDCA & PSC &40
55 15081 (76%) TEHEAINTEY, A7uq Fik
4061 (20%), Y7475 — MiE3961(20%) THo
7o, 172U, AT U4 PS5 40805H 181X UC
PEHEL TV

1gG4-SCIZDWT i, BYRBIIOWTOREDH -
7236 B 27 B8] (75%) TARATF A FAZE5EhTw
7o, FIEARS5- BT 30mg AR B % < 204, 40mg A5
B, 15mg £ I =XV A L DOHEENE1IBITH o7z K
EHRE, BBRODoL2BHALFATIEYIEVIH
EThHolz.

RIRSERAE

PSC Tk 24 #ICHRSERIIBEILERMT, 46 BITA T~
FMEAM TR, WHRENBENRCOVWTERS R
7252 PR 39 BICRIFLFHER TH o7z, —JF 1gG4-SC
Tb 4 FICIREILRA, I5HTRAT ¥ MiEAD R SR,
4 FlP R2ATHERIRFERERIL T (.

F#%

2005 SELIEDOZWHICEE L2 bbb, SHEE
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(BREeE) Th o7z,

E B

SEOEERETIE PSC197 #, AIP 248 L CTw
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PSC DEEFEL LTRIOTFRMILDTTH 5.
IgG4-SC & LTI, BERSE DRl 2 ERURET L
7= @ 1% 2008 4E @ Mayo clinic 7* 5 DB ETH Y, 53
BIFHBLEZ>TWBY., LHALIDS 5 49 flid AIP
ABFITH Y, PSC, H 5 WITIEEE L BB HAE
Hr2n AIP 24P LT\ [gG4-SC oME L LT
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PWEUER SN Thbb, ZIEEOERS D 1gG4-
SC 2B LI ETHARE LTHEELTW/ 22 &, IBD
DEHEBHBHI 2L, D2HTHS. Bk
& TIiIME— 4 F ¥ 5 5 D population-based study A% 65
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LTwBOLN, BREFEEDATREY A7 PFHWI
ERRLTWAYW F7: PSCIZHT5 IBD O&H
B DBk OHE TII 60-80% & SHP9 FaREDd 5
> 5% 5 ® population-based study TH 66% & Hig X
NTWwa®, LiL, Ao PSC 2B 5 IBD D46
BER, bhbhogiEFHE T 37% (125/388) Itk
NI, ASED 34% (68/197) Tholz. KPR
WAMT L ZRENT W20 197 Hih 114 HITH -
7oA, SET vy — PRER RN LR ERCP
7 CRRERE 2 BERNICHIT LTV A ERTH Y,

IBD DB A H 512 h pd b & T RIBARSERE L i
Tlaholze@EX L, b LERATREBENRE
BRESRIT ShCTwize LTH IBD O&HEEIK X
CERTAWREMEEZWERDRS. EBREWT & IC,
PRV TITLODMETH LY U HR—NMIBITS

]R3 PSCIIHT 5 EWIARE

EYERRONE %
UDCA H#H| 89
UDCA + bezafibrate 28
UDCA +PSL 24
UDCA + PSL + bezafibrate 9
PSL mono 7
beza mono 2
LR L 38
&t 197
UDCA #5561 150
PSL #5551 40
bezafibrate % 5-JEH) 39

39 :183

BRI, EFSIS R D o0 IBD OABHEEIX 20%
(2/20) LIERIZE ¥ 5TV AHD, PSC DEEREDA
WIZAIR, HEVRT VT ERKETERBDIED
PROVWTHREZRT DI, 487 V7 omER
5 DESFIE, B L UOARO PSC B\ 2 EBRZ
BEFIOVWTOWRLE EFLETHL L BbI5,
PSC & 1gG4-SC DRI & 95 EERMAEIZDOWT D,
SEOABIV OrORBRE S5 2 5. T, BEE
BOHR SN T AIE [gG4 EicowTid, 7y b &
7% 135mg/dl & L7234, 1gG4-SC DEWICBIT 3
B BEERZNRFNE95%, 876% L2 Y, WET
REPFTHo 7. Tz, MlE 1M 2 PSC THE &
ZoTBY, [gMOAy b+ 7% 200mg/dl & 55 &,
ZNEBZTWV720iE PSC T 169 #5040 Bl (24%)
FEAE L7220 L, 1gG4-SC Tt 36 BIFF 1 BlDATH -
7z. bhbhoisk L7zBY PSC TiE IgM A5 L&-§
BrL7eBEE R, H—BHE L RELCHEELD
PSC Tl IgM #" B & 72 AR %2 RIB L 22K, 50
Hirano b L AMEVHLDATH 2. ZOWMET
i, ERARRSZVHOD, 18FIOFELEPSC L 10
BlOE# PSC & %2 B L, HFHE T IgM 2SR W#EmIC
HBHLELTWS. PSC HRIEMIENT D - W2 R3ESR
BBy MEFFREZE (primary biliary cirrhosis ; PBC) ¢if
BIMPERETEZ &L {MsNTw 5, Kikuchi
51X PBC2B1) 5 IgM LAITH L, TLRY %4-L 7z bac-
terial CpG IC X % BAREROFELIEE LTwa
& RME LY. EE, PSC OFBIIBVWTD, 77/ A
T4 FEESTOMRZ PG, PIRImE AL CHFIC
BT L BPIRIC & 5 BAREROERLSEET

T4 WRENBRONEL ZOHE

PSC (n=197) IgG4-SC (n=43)
PR BRI E LR
»HY 24 (12%) 4 (9%)
&L 157 (80%) 35 (81%)
THE - 221 16 4
ATV MEA
HY 46 (23%) 15 (35%)
2L 110 (56%) 17 (40%)
HH - 224 41 11
HNHEBRBEONE
BIF (excellent + fair) 39 12
B (poor) * AH9 (undetermined) 13 2
EE - =N 145 29
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HBHLEVIMENLINTEY®® PBC LERED A F
Z XA T IgM P EEE 2o T AUREEDH 5.
¥ 51T Hirano b1, H#E PSC TR IgE WEEILE
PolldE L TWER, SEObbRORE T,
IgE BB ENTWIEFNEB SR EREL IR L%
Holzb DO, IgE 45 IgG4-SC TIEEVWVEMIZ H - 7=
1gG4-SC I B#E LB VI L2 ZE 2 AbE D L, BilE
® PSC 1213%13 1 1gG4-SC & B3 SRk 2 5251

LTBY, ZORBIGEPBVEVIFRE AL
W RN EE D L w,

SHORFIPEEFEOHE L TWALE 1441
RIHTHE7 V= PREL W) FRIC L o TERZ
I L7 L7235 T, PSC - IgG4-SC D2, BL°
AIP OB ZITIE, FHROBEEMEICL - TTb
hTwa, 2012 FIZRRENI 1gG4-SC DB
FimE [gG4 i 2, EICHE G - HEEKSINICK
PLTHYW, BEHEARIT ROMRICB W THER
MBI BEOIXSDENFETHWRMEND 5. AIP
AEHEAOBEN L VI RICBWCHRAMKTH S, 20
B, SEoORETHIERE, 2i2Y PSCERFIZH
BLFEE IgG4-SCHERIMRA L T AW el 2 24213
HETEZVWEBbR S, BE FHEFERH PSC
REFIDOERIHR G, L 2-THED, BHEICRE
D—DDE—IRALNLZ &I, BREATIRRAONE
WD PSC D—0 DR TH AT REER D2 DOD
K, SEEPAMIEEET % 1gG4-SC AR A L 72455
TH LA RIIVES. F7-PSCEMTS, IBD
FEBLTVWZVK PP b LTI F O FigEE
FETHILIE, PEICY - TwD EHREN [gG4-
SC OMEERE2ER2ICIIBTETE bhozER,d LI
Zv., SEERSNZESOS b, EEZHZEIES
BITITbhTwa L Bbhs L, REMESZH D PSC
T 125 8, [gG4-SC TR 3L BBV THbR TS,
EEFADBEHREROAZ 5 THEE - HEARE DINE
L, —ELCEWET) e cahE Lol
50 XDMERBREINL), Tyr—MRAETIERS
D L) B—EZHMEIRTRETHY, ZOEAIFFHED
[BRTH 5.

BAE, PSC & IgG4-SC ICoWTOREREOKREY
HEL. SHOBERENPS, PSC & 1gG4-SC & 2 sk
L72354, PSC I3 BHICH W &, ERSFICEER -
EBHBL2o0Y - WHE I L, MBEHETIgM -
TIVT I VAMEE, [gG - IgGA BETH B L, &
Voo FEFEOASEE S B RTs. 21T IgGA-SC & M
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A nation-wide survey of sclerosing cholangitis

Atsushi Tanaka®, Susumu Tazuma?, Kazuichi Okazaki®,
Hirohito Tsubouchi?, Kazuo Inui®, Hajime Takikawa®

We conducted a nation-wide survey to elucidate the characteristics of PSC as well as IgG4-SC without appar-
ent pancreatic involvement diagnosed after 2005, by sending questionnaires. One-hundred and ninty-seven pa-
tients with PSC and 43 patients with IgG4-SC were identified. Compared to PSC, IgG4-SC was male-dominant
and developed in older patients. There were two peaks in the age distribution of PSC patients, as demonstrated
in the previous nation-wide surveys. The main location of involved bile ducts was both intra and extrahepatic
in PSC and intrahepatic in IgG4-SC. Inflammatory bowel diseases was noticed in 68/197 (34%) of PSC, relatively
low as shown in the previous surveys. Three-year survival rate were 85.0% in PSC and 90.0% in IgG4-SC, sug-

gesting better prognosis of 1gG4-SC.
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Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is a chronic cholestatic liver disease of unknown origin, character-
ized by progressive destruction of bile ducts caused by diffuse inflammation and fibrosis. Previous
epidemiological studies in Northern Europe and North America demonstrated that incidence and
prevalence rates are ranging from 0.5 to 1.3 and from 3.85 to 16.2 per 100,000 inhabitants per year,

Keywords: respectively. It is of note that the incidence of PSC appears to be gradually increasing. We have exten-
fp'%emmlogy sively reviewed the geoepidemiology of PSC and attempted to place it in context with the incidence in
ncidence Japan. In 2012, the clinical diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC were established and published by the Japan
Prevalence p

Biliary Association, rendering it possible for physicians to clinically differentiate PSC from IgG4-SC. We
conducted a new nationwide survey for PSC as well as 1gG4-SC, and have identified 197 patients with PSC
and 43 patients with 1gG4-SC without pancreatic involvement. In this survey we estimated prevalence
rate of PSC in Japan as 0.95, lower than those in North America and European countries. Also we
identified other unique features of Japanese PSC patients, including 2 peaks in age distribution at
diagnosis and fewer presences of comorbid inflammatory bowel diseases, occurring in only 34% of PSC.

IgG4-sclerosing cholangitis

This data is placed in the perspective of the international experience on PSC.

© 2013 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is a chronic cholestatic liver
disease of unknown origin, characterized by the progressive
destruction of bile ducts caused by diffuse inflammation and
fibrosis that eventually leads to liver cirrhosis [1]. The etiopatho-
genesis of PSC has not been fully understood, and therefore
epidemiological studies of PSC are of vital importance to reduce a
significant burden to the health care system posed by PSC [2,3]. So
far several epidemiological studies have been performed mainly in
Northern Europe and North America to elucidate the incidence and
prevalence of PSC, and revealed high prevalence rates of PSC in
these areas [4—12]. Also recent studies consistently demonstrated
that a significant increase over time in the incidence of PSC [3,7,12].
However, epidemiological data of PSC were lacking for regions of
low prevalence areas, including Japan and other countries in Asia.

In Japan PSC was recognized as an uncommon liver disorder until
the early 1990s, yet the number of reported cases of PSC was

Abbreviations: PSC, primary sclerosing cholangitis; AIP, autoimmune pancrea»y

titis; 1gG4-SCl, gG4-related sclerosing cholangitis; IBD, inflammatory bowel dis-
eases; CCA, cholangiocarcinoma; UC, ulcerative colitis.
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increasing. We conducted nationwide retrospective surveys to
elucidate the characteristics of PSCin Japan in 1997 and 2003 [13,14]
and demonstrated the presence of unique features of Japanese PSC
patients as compared to those in patients from North America and
European countries, including 2 peaks in age distribution and fewer
presences of inflammatory bowel diseases as comorbidities, occur-
ring in only 37% of PSC patients. Meanwhile, accumulating evidences,
mainly originating from Japan, suggested the presence of a different
clinical entity of sclerosing cholangitis with elevated serum IgG4
levels, complicated with/without autoimmune pancreatitis (AIP)
[15—17]; this disorder is now defined as IgG4-related sclerosing
cholangitis (IgG4-SC) [18]. In 2012, the clinical diagnostic criteria of
IgG4-SC were established in Japan [19], based mainly on cholan-
giographic findings. It was thus possible to discriminate PSC from
1gG4-SC using these criteria; therefore, we conducted the third
nationwide survey to investigate the characteristics of PSC as well as
1gG4-SC lacking pancreatic involvement [20]. Furthermore, we per-
formed an epidemiological study of PSC in Japan in 2007 based on
the data from national surveys and estimated the prevalence of PSC
in this country [21], and as far as we know this study still remains the
only epidemiological data of PSC in Asia.

In this review, first we summarized the geoepidemiological data
of PSC, mainly focusing on the comparison between Europe/North
America and Japan. Next, we describe the unique features of Japa-
nese patients with PSC identified in nationwide surveys along with
a focus on patients with 1gG4-SC.
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2. Geoepidemiology of PSC

To our knowledge, there have been 10 epidemiological studies
indicating incidence and prevalence of PSC from 1984 to 2007,
including our study [4-12,21]. The results of these studies are
summarized in Table 1. The incidence rates (IR) are ranging from
0.07 to 1.3 per 100,000 inhabitants per year; almost similar IR
among North America and Northern Europe, while an IR was 0.07
and exceptionally low in Spain [9]. The prevalence rate also varies,
ranging from 0.22 to 16.2. In Spain a prevalence rate was the lowest,
0.22 per 100,000 inhabitants per year.

The epidemiological study conducted in Japan in 2007 was a
questionnaires-based retrospective design. A questionnaire was
circulated to 1910 tertiary referral centers all over in Japan, covering
43,875,000 populations of Japan. The diagnosis of PSC was made in
each referral center, according to the diagnostic criteria proposed
by Lindor et al. {22], mainly depending on cholangiographic studies,
biochemical and histological findings, and exclusion of other
possible causes. The response was obtained from 1355 centers
(71%) and 415 patients with PSC were identified. Based on these
figures we estimated the prevalence of PSC in Japan was 0.95 (95%
Cl; 0.61-1.29) [21]. Although IR was lacking in our epidemiological
study, the prevalence rate of in Japan is relatively low compared to
Northern Europe and North America, supporting the demographic
diversity of PSC.

The difference in the prevalence of PSC between Japan and
Europe/North America may be partly explained by the study
design. Our study is a questionnaires-based retrospective design
recruiting tertiary referral centers, not a population-based epide-
miological study. As a result the number of PSC patients might be
underestimated in this study by a referral or diagnostic bias.
However, we sent a questionnaire to quite large numbers of tertiary
referral centers all over in Japan, covering almost one-third pop-
ulations of this country. Furthermore, a diagnosis of PSC is well
known among gastroenterologists, and cholangiographic studies
(ERCP and/or MRCP) are routinely performed in Japan. Rather, a
primary factor playing a significant role in the global distribution of
PSCis genetic diversity among ethnic groups. The population-based
epidemiological studies in Japan and other Asian countries may
help to resolve this issue.

It is of note that the incidence of PSC appears to be increasing.
Recent two large cohort studies demonstrated a significant increase
in IR of PSC over time [7,12]; average annual percent change (AAPC)
was reported to be 3.06 (95% CI 0.01-6.20) in one study [12].
Another study also reported a tendency toward increasing inci-
dence, although not significant [8]. Although we failed to estimate
an IR in our study in Japan, the reported number of patients with PSC
nearly doubled between two national surveys, 192 in 1997 [13] and
388 patients in 2003 [14]. Since a questionnaire was similarly sent to

Table 1
Incidence and prevalence of PSC.

referral centers in both surveys, the increase in the number of PSC
patients may reflect a real increase of IR of PSC in Japan. It remains
unsolved why incidence of PSC is increasing recently. Escorsell et al.
reported that although no geographical difference in incidence was
found there was a trend to detect more PSC cases in industrial re-
gions [9]. Epidemiological studies of PSC in developing countries
with identical ethnic backgrounds to North America/Europe are
required to solve whether this hypothesis is the case or not. Earlier
diagnosis of PSC with better recognition of the disease among cli-
nicians and better diagnostic devices may be another reason for
increased IRs. However, Boonstra et al. recently demonstrated that
serum bilirubin levels at diagnosis remained stable over time while
incidence was rising during the same period, and denied the pos-
sibility that earlier diagnosis underlay the increase [ 7]. We agree this
view because no significant difference in clinical profiles was noted
as well between two national surveys we performed.

3. Characteristics of Japanese PSC patients as compared to
those in Europe and North America

In addition to lower prevalence of PSC in Japan, we noticed
several characteristic features of Japanese PSC patients in previous
nationwide surveys, which had been scarcely demonstrated before
by epidemiological studies from other countries. First, there were 2
peaks in the age distribution at diagnosis, i.e., in the 3rd and 7th
decades of life (Fig. 1). Most previous epidemiological studies from
North America and Europe indicated a single age category as the
highest risk for developing PSC [23—26], except for a recent study in
Canada which suggested two categories, 18—35 and >65, are higher
risk groups than another categories, similar to Japanese studies
[10]. Interestingly, the age distribution of PSC complicated with
inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD) demonstrated a single peak in
the twenties, while patients with AIP exhibited a small peak in the
sixties. At this point, PSC patients with AIP are not considered to
have “true” PSC, but rather are diagnosed as 1gG4-SC. Although it is
notable that the peak in the sixties persists even if patients with AIP
are eliminated, it remains possible that IgG4-SC patients without
pancreatic involvement may be misdiagnosed as PSC and thus
comprise the second peak in the elderly.

Second, the prevalence of IBD as comorbidity appears to be
lower in Japanese PSC patients. In various case series from North
America and Northern Europe, IBD was a complication in 47—76% of
PSC patients [4,6—12] (Table 2). However, in Japanese PSC patients,
the presence of IBD was restricted to only 37% (125/388) patients in
2003 survey [14]. In general, total colonoscopy is frequently per-
formed in Japanese facilities where PSC is diagnosed by endoscopic
retrograde cholangiography (ERC); therefore, a lack of a thorough
examination of the colon is not a plausible reason for the lower
prevalence of IBD. Indeed, total colonoscopy was performed in 53%

Author [Ref] Country Study period Method of case ascertainment No. of cases Incidence® (95% Cl) Prevalence® (95% CI)
Escorsell et al. [9] Spain 1984-1988 Questionnaires 43 0.07 0.22

Berdal et al. [5] Norway 1985—-1994 ICD codes 12 0.7 5.6

Boberg et al. [6] Norway 1986—1995 Prospective cohort 17 1.3(0.8-2.1) 8.5(2.8—-14.2)
Bambna et al. [4] us 19762000 Medical records linkage system 22 0.9 13.6

Card et al. [8] UK 1987-2002 General Practice Research Database 149 0.41(0.34-0.48) 3.85 (3.04—4.80)
Kingham et al. [11] UK 19842003 Prospective cohort 46 0.91 12.7

Lindkvist et al. [12] Sweden 1992-2005 ICD codes 199 1.22 16.2

Kaplan et al. [10] Canada 2000—-2005 Retrospective cohort 49 0.92 N/A

Boonstra et al. {7] Netherlands 20002007 Retrospective cohort 519 0.5 6.0

Tanaka et al. [21] Japan 2007 Questionnaires 415 N/A 0.95 (0.61-1.29)

N/A, not available.
@ Per 100,000 inhabitants.
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Fig. 1. Age distribution of patients with PSC in the 2003 survey in Japan [3]. Black
columns, total PSC cases (n = 388); white columns, PSC cases with IBD (n = 125);
dotted columns, PSC cases with AIP (n = 28).

(206/388) of the PSC patients in our case series [14], suggesting that
almost all PSC patients with any bowel symptoms were examined
by total colonoscopy. Even after considering that IBD may be pre-
sent with little or no clinical bowel symptoms in PSC patients, it is
unlikely that the prevalence of IBD in Japanese PSC patients could
reach 60—80%, even with colonoscopy performed for all PSC pa-
tients. Interestingly, another epidemiological study from Asia also
demonstrated a lower prevalence of IBD in PSC patients (2/10; 20%)
[27], although the number of patients was relatively small. Further,
in Japanese PSC patients with IBD, several unique features were
noted, such as rectal sparing and right-sided dominance, similar to
those observed in PSC-IBD patients from North America and Eu-
ropean countries but in contrast to IBD occurring in non-PSC pa-
tients. A retrospective cohort of IBD patients in Korea also
demonstrated that PSC-IBD patients share features similar to the
Japanese patients [28]. Thus, the atypical presentation of IBD in PSC
patients appears to be a general phenomenon worldwide.

4. IgG4-sclerosing cholangitis: how to differentiate it from
PSC?

We have described above the apparent unique clinical features
observed in Japanese PSC patients. However, these features may not
result from special characteristics of Japanese PSC itself; rather,
they may be explained by “contamination” of the PSC population
with IgG4-SC patients. We therefore need to discuss the clinical
entity of IgG4-SC, focusing on how IgG4-SC can be differentiated
from PSC.

Clinical researchers in Japan, both endoscopists and pathologists,
have greatly contributed to the establishment of the concept of 1gG4-
SC. In 2001, the first report of sclerosing pancreatitis with elevated
serum IgG4 levels was published by Hamano et al. [29]. Subsequently
it was reported that bile duct lesions—or sclerosing chol-
angitis—were associated with sclerosing pancreatitis; these condi-
tions were termed as “sclerosing pancreato-cholangitis” [30,31]. In
2004, similar cases with dominant biliary lesions but without
pancreatic involvement were reported [15,17]; these were charac-
terized by high serum IgG4 levels and dense infiltration of IgG4-
positive plasma cells in the bile duct lesions, and this clinical entity
was first termed as IgG4-SC [17]. The clinical importance of gG4-SC
lies in its excellent response to corticosteroid treatment; it is there-
fore crucial to differentiate [gG4-SC from PSC or CCA, both of which
do not respond to corticosteroids at all and are not expected to have
favorable prognosis [32]. Nevertheless, the cholangiographic fea-
tures of 1gG4-SC widely vary and closely resemble those of PSC and
CCA, and the diagnosis of IgG4-SC at presentation, especially in cases
without pancreatic lesions, is very challenging. In the largest retro-
spective cases series of 1gG4-SC patients, diagnosis was essentially
based on the presence of complicated AIP or using bile duct histo-
pathological examination of resected materials following surgical
treatment [33]. Further, serum IgG4 levels were demonstrated to not
necessarily be elevated in all 1gG4-SC patients; in fact, serum IgG4
levels have been reported to be high even in certain PSC cases [34].

To clarify the differences in 1gG4-SC and PSC, the Japanese
Biliary Association launched a working group in 2010 and estab-
lished the clinical diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC in 2012 [19]. The
criteria mainly consist of the following 4 items: (1) characteristic
cholangiographic findings, (2) elevated serum IgG4 levels, (3)
coexistence of lgG4-related diseases in other parts, and (4) histo-
pathological findings compatible with 1gG4-SC; the effectiveness of
corticosteroid therapy is an additional option. However, the most
important criterion among these is cholangiographic findings [35].
Nakazawa et al. demonstrated that 1gG4-SC with or without AIP
could be discriminated from PSC based on cholangiographic find-
ings [36]. They suggested that “dilation after confluent stricture”
and “stricture of lower common bile duct” were typical findings in
IgG4-SC, whereas band-like stricture, beaded appearance, pruned-
tree appearance, and diverticulum-like outpouching were seen in
PSC (Fig. 2). Based on these findings, they proposed a schematic
classification of cholangiographic findings of IgG4-SC [37], which
was employed in the clinical diagnostic criteria.

However, the concept that cholangiographic findings can
discriminate [gG4-SC from PSC or CCA is not supported worldwide;
the reliability of ERC could not be confirmed by researchers
enrolled from several countries, including Japan [38]. The validity
and universality of the clinical diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC

Table 2

Summary of clinical profiles of PSC.
Author [Ref.] Country No. of cases Male (%) Age at diagnosis, median (yrs) Age category at highest risk IBD (%)
Escorsell et al. [9] Spain 43 60 4232 N/A 47
Berdal et al. {5] Norway 12 58 43?2 N/A N/A
Boberg et al. [6] Norway 17 71 37 N/A 7
Bambna et al. [4] us 22 68 40 N/A 73
Card et al. [8] UK 149 63.5 55 65—-74 48
Kingham et al. [11] UK 53° 62 52 N/A 62
Lindkvist et al. {12] Sweden 199 71 38.5 N/A 76
Kaplan et al. [10] Canada 49 55 41 18-35, >65 67
Boonstra et al. [7] Netherlands 590 64 38.9? 40-49 68
Tanaka et al. [20] Japan 197 54 48.1 35—-40, 65—-70 34

NJ/A, not available.
2 Mean.

b Seven patients in this study were excluded for estimation of incidence and prevalence since they lived just outside this demarcation.
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IgG4-related sclerosing cholangitis

1. dilation after confluent stricture
2. stricture of lower common bile duct

Primary sclerosing cholangitis

3. band-like stricture

4. beaded appearance
5. pruned-tree appearance
6. diverticulumr-like outpouching

Fig. 2. The schematic comparison of cholangiographic findings of 1gG4-SC and PSC [8]. Dilation after confluent stricture and stricture of lower common bile duct were typical
findings in IgG4-SC, whereas band-like stricture, beaded appearance, pruned-tree appearance, and diverticufum-like outpouching were seen in PSC.

therefore needs to be examined in other cohorts of IgG4-SC pa-
tients with disease controls that include PSC and CCA, especially in
Europe and North America.

5. The recent nationwide survey of patients with PSC and
IgG4-SC without AIP in Japan

Based on the diagnostic criteria for 1gG4-SC, clinical researchers
in Japan are now able to correctly diagnose and differentiate be-
tween PSC and IgG4-SC; the misdiagnosis of 1gG4-SC as PSC can
thus be avoided. In 2012, we conducted a third nationwide survey
for PSC and IgG4-SC patients diagnosed after 2005, when IgG4-SC
was better known among clinicians in Japan as compared to that
in 2003. Since the differential diagnosis of IgG4-SC from PSC is not
problematic when AIP is coexistent with 1gG4-SC, we enrolled only
cases with IgG4-SC apparently lacking pancreatic lesions.

Overall, we enrolled 197 PSC and 43 1gG4-SC patients with no or
little pancreatic lesions. The male/female ratio was 54%/46% in PSC
and 77%/23% in 1gG4-~SC, indicating that male dominance was more
evident in IgG4-SC. The age distribution is shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

25 o

Cases

510 ~15 ~20 ~25 ~30 ~35 ~40 ~45 ~50 ~55 ~60 ~B5 ~70 ~75 ~80 ~85 85~
Age (years)

Fig. 3. Age distribution of patients with PSC in the 2012 survey in Japan.

Two peaks in age distribution, one at 35—40 years and the other at
65-70 years, were clearly observed in the current study, even after
patients with 1gG4-SC lacking pancreatic involvement were care-
fully excluded (Fig. 3). Thus, it was confirmed again that elderly
patients (>65 years) are at high risk for developing PSC in Japan. In
contrast, IgG4-SC was not diagnosed in any patient younger than 45
years of age; therefore, the elderly population is also considered to
be at high risk for IgG4-SC (Fig. 4). Symptoms at presentation were
comparable in both groups, and patients presented as asymptom-
atic (PSC 58%, 1gG4-SC 56%), with jaundice (24%, 23%), and with
itching (17, 19%). Serum IgG4 levels at diagnosis (normal range;
<135 mg/dL) were elevated in 12/121 PSC (12.4%) and in 34/38
IgG4-SC (89.5%) patients. Thus, serum IgG4 levels were significantly
higher in patients with 1gG4-SC (p < 0.0001), and the sensitivity
and specificity of serum IgG4 levels for diagnosing IgG4-SC without
AIP were 89.5% and 87.6%, respectively. Thus, although some PSC
patients had elevated serum IgG4 levels, as reported previously,
both the sensitivity and the specificity of serum IgG4 with a cut-off
level at 135 mg/dL for IgG4-SC were fairly acceptable.

Cases
o

0 75710 215 ~20 25 ~30 ~35 ~40 ~45 ~50 ~55 ~60 ~65 ~70 ~75 ~80 ~85 85~
Age (years)

Fig. 4. Age distribution of patients with 1gG4-SC lacking apparent pancreatic
involvement in the 2012 survey in Japan.
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With respect to complications, IBD was detected in 68/197 PSC
patients (34%), again indicating a relatively low prevalence of IBD in
Japanese PSC patients. IBD was diagnosed as ulcerative colitis (UC)
and non-specific colitis in 55 and 10 patients, respectively. Crohn'’s
disease was not reported in any patient. CCA was found in 14/197
PSC (7.3%), which was higher than the prevalence observed in our
previous surveys in Japan. While neither IBD nor CCA was noted in
patients with IgG4-SC, other IgG4-related diseases, i.e., dacryoa-
denitis/sialadenitis and retroperitoneal fibrosis, were detected in 6/
43 (14%) and 4/43 (9%) patients, respectively.

Since we limited the subjects to those diagnosed after 2005 in the
current survey, the median follow-up period was relatively short,
being 2.7 4 2.0 years for PSC patients and 2.3 + 1.8 years for IgG4-SC
patients. The 5-year survival and transplantation-free rate was 66.0%
for PSCand 90.0% for IgG4-SC, indicating that the prognosis of 1gG4-SC
was considerably better than that of PSC, probably due to the excellent
response to corticosteroid therapy observed in IgG4-SC patients. Liver
transplantation was not required in any of the IgG4-SC patients,

6. Concluding remarks

The third nationwide survey in 2012 has provided several
interesting clinical details regarding the apparent differences of PSC
in Japanese patients and those from Europe/North America. First, it
was confirmed that there were 2 peaks in age distribution, which
have not been prominently observed in epidemiological studies
from Europe and North America. Second, the prevalence of IBD was
shown to be consistently lower in Japanese PSC patients as
compared to similar patients from North America and European
countries. However, it remains unclear whether Japanese PSC is
truly characterized by differing clinical features as compared to
those in patients from other countries or if these apparent differ-
ences are only due to the “contamination” of the cohort by 1gG4-SC
patients even after careful exclusion of 1gG4-SC cases.

In this regard, we need to carefully confirm whether PSC patients
from the elderly population are “true” PSC patients by histopatho-
logical studies. Since diagnoses were made separately in each fa-
cility, the cholangiographic findings of such cases should be
reexamined. In addition, it should be validated whether the clinical
diagnostic criteria for IgG4-SC as proposed in Japan are appropriate
for patients from Europe and North America. Interestingly, the
characteristics of IgG4-SC patients observed in the current survey
appear to closely resemble those in 1gG4-SC patients in the Mayo
clinic [33], suggesting that the Japanese diagnostic criteria may be
comparable for both populations. Finally, genetic studies to inves-
tigate the susceptible genes that contribute to the development of
PSC in Japanese patients are needed in order to clarify whether the
genetic background of PSC is similar between Japan and Europe/
North America. One major shortcoming of studies of PSC throughout
the world has been the relative lack of study of the role of gender and
sex hormones. Although the incidence of PSC is higher in males, the
mechanisms for this are unknown. We note a recent symposium on
gender hormones and autoimmunity and note that amongst the
various papers highlighted, the subject of PSC is virtually ignored
[39-53]. Indeed, there is only one recent study which focuses on the
molecular basis of gender specificity in PSC [54]. Taken together,
extensive cross-examination studies between the East and West are
strongly warranted to solve this interesting and challenging issue of
whether PSC is a different clinical entity in the East.
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Abstract

Background We previously conducted nationwide surveys
for primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) in Japan, and
demonstrated several characteristic features of Japanese
PSC patients, yet patients with IgG4-related sclerosing
cholangitis (IgG4-SC) might be misdiagnosed as PSC.
Since the clinical diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC were estab-
lished in 2012, we again conducted a nationwide survey to
investigate the characteristics of PSC and IgG4-SC lacking
pancreatic involvement.

Methods The design was a questionnaire-based, multi-
center retrospective study. The enrolled subjects were
patients with PSC and IgG4-SC without pancreatic involve-
ment diagnosed after 2005.

Results We enrolled 197 PSC and 43 IgG4-SC patients
without pancreatic lesions. The male dominance was sig-
nificantly evident in IgG4-SC (P = 0.006). In patients with
PSC, two peaks in age distribution were clearly observed.
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IgG4-SC was not detected in any patient younger than 45
years of age. At presentation, serum albumin and IgM were
significantly higher in PSC, while serum IgG and IgG4 were
significantly elevated in IgG4-SC. Inflammatory bowel
disease (IBD) was detected in only 68/197 PSC patients
(34%). The prognosis of IgG4-SC was considerably better
than that of PSC.

Conclusion We confirmed several interesting clinical
details of PSC in Japanese patients: two peaks in the age
distribution and lower prevalence of IBD.

Keywords Autoimmune pancreatitis - Inflammatory
bowel diseases - Nationwide survey - Prednisolone -
Ursodeoxycholic acid

Introduction

Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is a chronic chole-
static liver disease of unknown origin, characterized by the
progressive destruction of bile ducts caused by diffuse
inflammation and fibrosis that eventually leads to liver cir-
rhosis [1]. The etiopathogenesis of PSC has not been fully
understood, and therefore epidemiological studies of PSC
are of vital importance to reduce a significant burden to the
health care system posed by PSC [2, 3]. We conducted
questionnaire-based nationwide retrospective surveys to
elucidate the characteristics of PSC in Japan in 1997 and
2003 [4, 5] and demonstrated several characteristic features
of Japanese PSC patients, which had been scarcely reported
before by epidemiological studies from Europe and North
America. In particular, it is notable that there were two
peaks in the age distribution at diagnosis, that is, in the 3“
and 7" decades of life, in Japanese patients with PSC [4, 5].
Most previous epidemiological studies from North America
and Europe indicated a single age category as the highest
risk for developing PSC [6-9]. Interestingly, the age distri-
bution of PSC complicated with inflammatory bowel dis-
eases (IBD) demonstrated a single peak in the 20s, while
patients with AIP exhibited a small peak in the 60s.
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Meanwhile, accumulating evidence suggested the pres-
ence of a different clinical entity of sclerosing cholangitis
with elevated serum IgG4 levels, complicated with/without
autoimmune pancreatitis (AIP) {10-12]; this disorder is now
defined as IgG4-related sclerosing cholangitis (IgG4-SC)
[13]. At the time of 2003 when we conducted the nationwide
survey for PSC, the concept of IgG4-SC was not well known
among physicians and therefore it was likely that patients
with IgG4-SC might be misdiagnosed as PSC in the survey.
Indeed, not a few PSC patients consisting of the peak at 60s
were reported to be complicated with pancreatitis, indicat-
ing that these patients should be considered to be IgG4-SC
complicating with AIP, not PSC. This was confirmed by the
fact that these patients were reported to have good responses
to corticosteroid treatment. Moreover, it is of note that the
peak in the 60s persists even if patients with pancreatitis are
eliminated. Thus it remains possible that IgG4-SC patients
without pancreatic involvement may be also misdiagnosed
as PSC and thus coordinately comprise the second peak in
the elderly in the 2003 survey.

In 2012, the clinical diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC were
established in Japan [14], based mainly on cholangiographic
findings. It was thus possible to discriminate PSC from
IgG4-SC using these criteria. At this moment, we conducted
the third nationwide survey to investigate the characteristics
of PSC as well as IgG4-SC, especially IgG4-SC lacking
pancreatic involvement and we reported the results from
elsewhere in Japanese [15]. In this article, we aimed to
describe the unique features of Japanese patients with PSC
identified in the current nationwide survey along with a
focus on patients with IgG4-SC.

Patients and methods
Study design and inclusion criteria

This nationwide survey was conducted as a questionnaire-
based, multi-center retrospective study as previous surveys
in 1997 and 2003. A questionnaire was sent to the 144
facilities in Japan, in which active members of the Japanese
Biliary Association, the intractable hepato-biliary disease
study group in Japan, and the research committee to estab-
lish diagnostic criteria and development of treatment for
systemic IgG4-related sclerosing disease in Japan belonged
to, and we asked that the questionnaires be sent back when
subjects of the study were present in their facilities. The
enrolled subjects in this study were patients with PSC and
IgG4-SC without pancreatic involvement diagnosed after
2005, when IgG4-SC was supposed to be well known
among clinicians in Japan. Since the differential diagnosis
of IgG4-SC from PSC is not problematic when AIP is coex-
istent with IgG4-SC, we enrolled only cases with 1gG4-SC
apparently lacking pancreatic lesions.

Diagnosis of PSC/IgG4-SC

The diagnosis of PSC and 1gG4-SC was independently per-
formed by physicians of each facility. The diagnosis of PSC
basically was made according to the diagnostic criteria
proposed by Lindor etal. [16], mainly depending on
cholangiographic studies, biochemical findings, and exclu-
sion of other possible causes. The diagnosis of IgG4-SC was
made using the clinical diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC estab-
lished by the Japanese Biliary Association in 2012 [14].
Schematic classification of cholangiographic findings of
1gG4-SC was made according to the work by Nakazawa et al.
[17]. The presence of pancreatic involvement in cases with
TgG4-SC was determined by imaging studies in each facility.

Statistical analyses

As for statistical analyses, continuous variables are
presented as means * standard deviations (SD) if they
were normally distributed, or medians if not. Comparison
between PSC and IgG4-SC was performed using Student’s
t-test for normal distributed variables, or Mann-Whitney
U-test for non-normal distributed variables. Dichotomous
variables were compared using %? test. All tests were two-
tailed and conducted at a 1% level of significance, consid-
ering multiple comparisons. All statistical analyses in the
current study were performed using IBM SPSS Statistics
version 19 (IBM Japan, Tokyo, Japan). This study protocol
was approved by the ethical board committee of Teikyo
University School of Medicine (#11-121).

Results
Demographic characteristics

In Table 1, we demonstrate the demographic characteristics
of PSC and IgG4-SC without apparent pancreatic involve-
ment. Overall, we enrolled 197 PSC and 43 IgG4-SC
patients without pancreatic lesions. The male/female ratio
was 106:91 (54%/46%) in PSC and 33:10 (77%/23%) in
IgG4-SC, indicating that male dominance was significantly
evident in IgG4-SC (P = 0.006). The age distribution
(median [min—max]) was 48.1 [4.0-86.3] in PSC and 69.3
[47.6-87.4] in IgG4-SC. In patients with PSC, two peaks in
age distribution, one at 3540 years and the other at 65-70
years, were clearly observed in the current study as well as
shown in the previous surveys (Fig. 1A). Thus it was con-
firmed again that elderly patients (>65 years) are at high risk
for developing PSC in Japan. By contrast, IgG4-SC was not
detected in any patient younger than 45 years of age; there-
fore, the elderly population is also considered to be at high
risk for IgG4-SC (Fig. 1B). Symptoms at presentation were
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Table 1 Demographic characteristics of primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) and 1gG4-SC
PSC (n=197) 18G4-SC (n = 43) P-value
Sex (male : female) 106:91 33:10 0.006
Age* 48.1 [4.0-86.3] 69.3 [47.6-87.4] <0.001
Symptoms at presentation
None 100 (55%) 22 (54%) NS
Jaundice 46 (25%) 9(22%) NS
Cholangitis 37 (20%) 7(17%) NS
Skin itching 31 (17%) 8 (20%) NS
Laboratory data*
TP 7.5 [4.8-9.8] 7.7 [6-11.8] NS
Alb 3.9 [1.3-4.9] 3.5[2.2-4.8] <0.001
T.Bil 1.0 [0.2-29.4] 0.9 [0.4-27.2] NS
AST 55 [10-751] 44 [17-426] NS
ALT 60 [7-927] 42 [7-260] NS
ALP (xUNL) 2.25[0.32-17.0 2.05[0.30-13.74] NS
YGTP 236 [11-2975] 265.5 [17-1344] NS
1gG 1623.5 [508-4456] 2303 [680-6615] <0.001
1gG4 48.9 [3.0-369] 519.5 [22.2-2470] <0.001
IgA 284 [43.2-1597] 272.5 [53-963] NS
IgM 119 [24-599] 80.5 [20-247] <0.001
IgE 177 [4-1816} 703 [20-3550] NS
CEA 1.99 [0.3-28] 2.4[0.7-14.7] NS
CA19-9 19.85 [0.6-6957.2] 31.2 [2-4862] NS
Detection of autoantibodies®
ANA 58/105 (36%) 14/17 (45%) NS
PANCA 2/88 (2%) 1/11 (8%) NS
cANCA 3/48 (6%) 0/4 (0%) NS

* Expressed as median [minimum-maximum]
® Expressed as positive/negative cases (positive rate)

ALP alkaline phosphatase, Alb albumin, ALT alanine aminotransferase, ANA anti-nuclear antibodies, AST aspartate aminotransferase, CA19-9
carbohydrate antigen 19-9, ¢cANCA c-anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies, CEA carcinoembryonic antigen, YGTP gamma-glutamyl
transpeptidase, g immunoglobulin, pANCA p-anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies, 7.5il total bilirubin, TP total protein

comparable in both groups, and patients presented as
asymptomatic (PSC 55%, IgG4-SC 54%), with jaundice
(25%, 22%), with cholangitis (20%, 17%) and with itching
(17, 20%). The impaired lesions of bile ducts are shown in
Figure 2. Extrahepatic bile ducts were mainly affected in
PSC, while intrahepatic bile ducts were dominant lesions
in IgG4-SC without pancreatic involvement. Cholangio-
graphic classification of IgG4-SC according to the clinical
diagnostic criteria of IgG4-SC in 2012 [14] are demon-
strated in Figure 3. Type IV was the most common,
probably because cases with IgG4-SC without apparent
pancreatic involvement were enrolled in this study.

As for laboratory data at diagnosis (Table 1), serum
albumin and IgM were significantly higher in patients
with PSC. By contrast, serum IgG, in particular IgG4
(Fig. 4A,B), were significantly elevated in IgG4-SC. Serum
IgG4 levels at diagnosis (normal range; <135 mg/dL) were
elevated in 15/120 PSC (12.5%) and in 34/38 IgG4-SC

(89.5%) patients (Table 2). Thus, the sensitivity and speci-
ficity of serum [gG4 levels for diagnosing IgG4-SC without
AIP were 89.5% and 87.6%, respectively.

Complications

With respect to complications, IBD was detected in 68/197
PSC patients (34%), indicating a relatively low prevalence
of IBD in Japanese PSC patients as demonstrated in the
previous surveys (Fig. 5). IBD was diagnosed as ulcerative
colitis (UC) and non-specific colitis in 55 and 10 patients,
respectively. Crohn’s disease was not reported in any
patient. Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA) was found in 14/197
PSC (7.3%), which was higher than the prevalence observed
in our previous surveys in Japan. The duration between the
diagnosis of PSC and development of CCA was shown in
Figure 6. It is of note that most cases with CCA (11/14) were
found within one year after the diagnosis of PSC. While
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Fig. 1 The distribution of age at diagnosis of enrolled patients at
diagnosis. (A) patients with primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC). (B)
patients with IgG4-SC lacking apparent pancreatic involvement
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Fig. 2 The bile duct lesions of primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC)
and IgG4-SC lacking apparent pancreatic involvement

neither IBD nor CCA was noted in patients with IgG4-SC,
other IgG4-related diseases, i.e. dacryoadenitis/sialadenitis
and retroperitoneal fibrosis, were detected in 6/43 (14%)
and 4/43 (9%) patients, respectively.

Type | Typella Typellb Typelll TypelV Others

Fig. 3 Cholangiographic classification of 1gG4-SC lacking apparent
pancreatic involvement according to the clinical diagnostic criteria of
1gG4-SC in 2012 [14]

Treatment

Medical treatments for PSC are summarized in Table 3.
Ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA) monotherapy was the most
frequent choice (n = 89, 45%), followed by combination
of UDCA and bezafibrate (n = 28, 14%) and combination of
UDCA and prednisolone (PSL; n = 24, 12%). Overall,
UDCA, PSL and bezafibrate were used in 150 (76%), 40
(20%) and 39 (20%) out of all PSC cases. Among 40 cases
with PSL administration, 18 cases were complicated with
ulcerative colitis. As for 1gG4-SC, 27 patients out of 36
(75%) in which answers about medical treatment were given
were administered with PSL. Initial doses were 30 mg (n =
20), 40 mg (n =5), 15 mg (n = 1) and mini-pulsed (n = 1).
All these cases responded well to PSL.

In Table 4, we summarize endoscopic procedures for
patients with PSC and IgG4-SC. Endoscopic dilatation of
bile ducts and stenting were performed in 24 (12%) and 46
(23%) PSC patients, respectively. The effect was excellent/
fair in 39 and poor/undetermined in 13. In patients with
1gG4-SC, dilatation/stenting were performed in four (9%)
and 15 (35%) IgG4 patients, respectively. The effect was
excellent/fair in 12 and poor/undetermined in two.

Prognosis

In Figure 7A-C we demonstrated cumulative survival rate
of PSC and IgG4-SC. Since we limited the subjects to those
diagnosed after 2005 in the current survey, the median
follow-up period was relatively short, being 2.7 + 2.0 years
for PSC patients and 2.3 * 1.8 years for IgG4-SC patients.
The 3-year survival rate was 85.0% for PSC and 90.0% for
IgG4-SC, and the 3-year transplantation-free survival rate of
PSC was 77.3%. Liver transplantation was not performed in
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Table 2 Comparison of serum IgG4 level between primary sclerosing
cholangitis (PSC) and 1gG4-S

PSC IgG4-SC
<135 mg/dL 105 4
>135 mg/dL 15 34

any of the IgG4-SC patients. These figures indicate that
the prognosis of IgG4-SC was considerably better than
that of PSC, probably due to the excellent response to
corticosteroid therapy observed in IgG4-SC patients.

Discussion

In the current study we demonstrated the results of a nation-
wide survey for PSC and IgG4-SC without apparent AIP,
and again confirmed the second peak in the elderly of
patients with PSC (Fig. 1A). In the previous survey in 2003
when the clinical concept of IgG4-SC was not well known

Unknown/blank 2%

AN

No (no description about CF)
21%

No

Fig. 5 Presence of inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD) in cases with
primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC). CF colonofiberscopy

Number of cases

0 0.5 1.0 1.5 1.5<

Years

Fig. 6 Duration between diagnosis of primary sclerosing cholangitis
(PSC) and diagnosis of cholangiocarcinoma

among Japanese gastroenterologists, it remained possible
that IgG4-SC might be misdiagnosed as PSC and thus com-
promise the second peak in the elderly. In other words, the
second peak in the 60s may not result from special charac-
teristics of Japanese PSC itself; rather, they may be
explained by “contamination” of the PSC population with
IgG4-SC patients.

Thereafter, based on the great contribution of clinical
researchers in Japan, both endoscopists and pathologists, to
the establishment of the concept of 1gG4-SC, the Japanese
Biliary Association established the clinical diagnostic crite-
ria of IgG4-SC in 2012 [14]. The criteria mainly consist of
the following four items: (1) characteristic cholangiographic
findings; (2) elevated serum IgG4 levels; (3) coexistence of
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