Molecular analysis of measles circulated in the northern part of
Viet Nam.
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Abstract

WHO WPRO established 2012 as the target date for regional measles elimination goal. Measles
elimination is defined as the absence of endemic measles transmission in a defined
geographical area for more than 12 months in the presence of well-performing surveillance
system. According to the definition, clarification of differences between the endemic viruses
circulated before and the viruses appeared transiently to demonstrate the absence of endemic
virus transmission, is required at the elimination stage. In this study, we conducted genetic
analysis of measles virus which caused measles endemic in northern mountain area. Molecular
analysis reveals that, measles virus detected in the area belongs to genotype H1 and is closely

related to the virus circulated in Lao in 2011-2013.
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