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Experience in Japan from 2008 to 2011 to Make Countermeasures against Measles More Effective

Takako Misaki”, Hiroshi Satoh?, Kazunori Oishi® and Keiko Tanaka-Taya”
U Field Epidemiology Training Program, National Institute of Infectious Diseases
? Infectious Disease Surveillance Center, National Institute of Infectious Diseases

Measles is a very highly contagious disease, and the achievement of high vaccine coverage is very impor-
tant for effective prevention. A questionnaire returned by 1,742 Japanese municipalities shows changes in
countermeasures against measles between 2008 and 2011 : computerization of vaccination records increased
from 84.7% to 83.0%, immediate tallying of vaccination situation increased from 96.6% to 97.2%, individual no-
tification to persons at risk increased from 95.1% to 95.5%, recommendation for vaccination of infants at their
periodic check-ups increased from 93.7% to 93.9%. In the case of schoolchildren, however, immediate tallying
of vaccination statistics remained at 45.3 to 45.7 %, group vaccination remained low at 23.9 to 25.3% (3rd stage),
and 9.5 to 106% (4th stage). In addition, about 2% of municipalities had areas where the vaccination rate was
extremely low, and some municipalities even entrusted vaccination responsibilities to other areas.

In the 1st stage, differences in vaccination rates among municipalities were large, but at the second stage,
the rates were generally high both in 2008 and 2011. At the 3rd and 4th stages, those municipalities that had
either high or low rates in 2008 tended to continue without change.

What influenced the rates in the 3rd and 4th stages was computerization of vaccination records, individual
notification of persons at risk, understanding of the measles situation in schools, group immunization, and the
immediate understanding of the measles situation in neighboring municipalities.

In raising the 1st stage vaccination rate by ten points or more, computerization of vaccination records, in-
dividual notification of persons at risk, and understanding of the measles situation in schools were important.
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