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— Abstract
A new subtest, “Word Reasoning (WR)” :
Its theoretical background and essential points of administration and interpretation.

Osamu MATSUDA
Japanese WISC-1V Standardization Committee

More than one year has passed since WISC-IV for Japan was published. Meanwhile, 1 received various
questions about an examination for the Word Reasoning (WR) subtest which is one of the new subtests for
WISC-IV. Based on these questions, 1 tried in this technical report to provide information about theoretical
background and essential points of administration and interpretation of the WR subtest. The WR subtest was
added to the WISC-IV in order to strengthen the measurement of fluid reasoning. Tb;s subtest is one of the
supplemental subtests used for the calculation of Verbal Comprehension Index (VEI) and Full Scale IQ
(FSIQ). The main cognitive abilities measured by the WR subtest are verbal fluid inference and lexical
knowledge (a part of the crystallized intelligence). The WR subtest is classified in two clinical clusters: one
is lexical knowledge (Ge-VL) cluster, and the other is verbal fluid reasoning (Gf-verbal) cluster. Although
there are two supplemental subtests for VCI {i.e., WR and Information), there is not the clear rule which
subtest the tester should choose as a substitute. The tester may choose it according tp the standard subtest

administration order or in respect to the clinical cluster classification.
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