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Dental Education in the Republic of Korea
~———White Paper on its 11 Dental Schools—

MORIO Ikuko”, TSURUTA Jun", TAKEHARA Sachiko?® and KAWAGUCHI Yoko?

Y Dental Education Development, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Tokyo Medical and Dental
University
2 Oral Health Promotion, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Tokyo Medical and Dental University

Abstract The current situation of dental education in the Republic of Korea was investigated based on site
visits and a White Paper. The contents of the White Paper on Korean Dental Education, Vol. 9 (2007-2010) issued
in December 2011 were translated from Korean to Japanese. In the Republic of Korea, there are 11 dental
schools * 6 national and 5 private schools. Three schools offer a 6-year undergraduate course ; seven schools offer
a 4-year graduate course for college graduates ; and one offers both courses. There is no compulsory post-
graduate clinical training program for dentists. Annual student intake stands at around 750, one third of which
are female students.

The average curriculum for a 4-year course consists of 1,680 hours of lectures, 560.9 hours of basic science
practice, 654 hours of clinical practice in practice rooms, and 1,491 hours of clinical practice at a hospital. All 11
dental schools have a student clinic, while the length of clinical practice at hospital and the number of patients per
student differ widely.

The White Paper covered not only student education but also the organization of universities, research
productivity and research funds of faculty.

To address the globalization of dental education, the exchange of information with other countries, especially
with Asian neighbors like the Republic of Korea, is considered to be crucial for improving the quality and
standard of dental education in this region.

Key words white paper on dental education, graduate course, globalization, educational standard, Republic
of Korea -
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A Study on How Information Is Provided to Prospective Students of
Dental Schools in the UK

TAKEHARA Sachiko”, MORIO Ikuko? and KAWAGUCHI Yoko"

Y Department of Oral Health Promotion, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Tokyo Medical and
Dental University

? Department of Dental Education Development, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Tokyo
Medical and Dental University

Abstract Inthe UK, all dental schools are responsible for producing graduates who meet the requirements of
the General Dental Council (GDC). In order to achieve all the requirements, it is important for dental schools to
recruit competent students as well as devise curricula. For this purpose, dental schools in the UK provide
information about the admissions policy, teaching style, and school life. The way the information is provided in
the UK is different from that in Japan. This study investigated how UK dental schools provjde the information to
attract prospective applicants.

Unistats is an official website which lets people search, review and compare official information about
universities in the UK. It includes results from the National Student Survey, where almost all final-year students
in the UK give their views about the quality of the education they have experienced at the institutions they are
attending. In addition, a guide book to UK dental schools and dentistry as a career was published with the
contribution of personnel from all dental schools in the UK. This guide book contains up-to-date information on all
UK dental schools including the admissions policy and facilities at each school.

Recruiting students who are competent and dedicated to be dentists is important for dentistry not only in the
UK but also in Japan. In the UK, there is competition to be admitted to dental schools and most students enter
dental schools as their preferred subject choice. Therefore, there are only a few students who decide to change
course, for example by moving to medical schools. Thus, applying the UK system of providing information could
help improve the way of recruiting potential dentists in Japan.

Key words dental schools in UK, Unistats, National Student Survey, career guide book
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