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Abstract

The necessity of home dental treatment is increasing along with the progress in ageing of the
population. To offer dental health services efficiently, promotion of dental and medical cooperation
must be attempted. During the dental students' clinical training, enhancement of educational
content about dealing with aged patients is attempted.

As for dental health activities, the 8020 campaign has promoted the subject. In addition to the
8020 campaign, nutrition education has been promoted from the standpoint of dental health since
the fundamental law of nutrition education was enacted.

As for the number of dental students, to maintain dentists’ high level of ability in the future,
reductions in the number of entering students must continue.

In this report, the trends in dental health policies of the Japanese government in recent years

are outlined.

Key words: Home dental treatment/Dental and medical cooperation/Nutrition education/
Number of entering students
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An Overview of the Healthcare Insurance System in Japan
Takaki Fukuizumi' and Katsumi Hidaka®

'Division of General Education,
“Department of Oral Health Management,
Kyushu Dental College, Kitakyushu, Japan

E-mail : izumi@kyu-dent.ac.jp

Abstract

Healthcare insurance, a part of the social insurance system, is important infrastructure
supporting people’s livelihood.  Healthcare insurance is made up of two different types of
insurance, Health Tnsurance and various mutual aid associations which cover employees, and
National Health Insurance, which covers on a regional basis citizens not covered by any of the
former schemes, the self-employed, and others. Every Japanese has been covered by public
healthcare insurance since 1961, the socioeconomic structure has seen great changes taking place
due to, among other things, population aging and transformations in the forms of employment and
the industrial structure. Furthermore, people’s awareness and sense of values are also undergoing
modification. Such being the case, it is necessary to reexamine the relation between medical
benefits and the expense burden. i

Key words: Healthcare insurance/Medical fees/Insurance-covered medical materials
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