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Islet transplantations in Japan
—Report from Japanese Islet Transplantation Registry—

The Japanese Pancreas and Islet Transplantation Association

[Summary]

The program of islet transplantations in Japan comprised 65 islet isolations mainly from nonheart-beating donors,
and 34 wransplantations into 18 patients with type 1 diabetes mellitus. Overall graft survival defined as C-peptide
level more than or equal to 0.3 ng/ml was 76.5%, 47.1%, and 11.8% at 1, 2, and 5 years, respectively. Three of
these recipients became insulin-independent transiently. Clinical islet transplantation has been resumed as a clinical
trial using mammalian-free enzyme to assess the new immunosuppression protocol. The primary objective is to ver-
ify the effect of the immunosuppressants by confirming the existing islet graft function that can lead to glycemic

stability.

Keywords: Japanese Pancreas and Islet Transplantation Association, clinical trial, islet transplantation, type 1 dia-

betes mellitus
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