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Fig. 1 Ambulance transfer due to November rush
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Table 1 Aberration detected area for anti-Varicella-Zoster-Virus in prescription survey

s 015 1664 . 65-

IS;’;‘I ‘Low Medium High Low Medium High Low . Medium  High
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15 L .

16 o ~ Nakano Shibuya

7 '  Kita/Koto/Shibuya - Nhrama/
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2 ' K

30 ' o '  Ttabashi/Kita/Nakano

Note: Low-level aberration is marked when over 10% but less than 20% of area pharmacies prescribed the drug. Medium-level aberra-
tion is marked when over 20% but less than 30% of area pharmacies prescribed the drug. High-level aberration is marked when over

30% but less than 20% of area pharmacies prescribed the drug.
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Enhanced Surveillance for US Presidential Visit to Japan

Yasushi OHKUSA®, Tamie SUGAWARA", Kazutaka MASUDA?, Youko NADAOKA?,
Nobuyuki KAMIYA?, Kiyosu TANIGUCHI” & Nobuhiko OKABE”
"Infectious Disease Surveillance Center, National Institute of Infectious Diseases,
“Epidemiologic Information Office, Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health

~ US president Barak Obama's November 13-14, 2009 visit to Japan gave us an opportunity to enhanced
routine syndrome surveillance upgrade countermeasure against bioterrorism attacks and other emergen-
cies.

We conducted analysis using suspected case surveillance based on the Infection Control Law, surveil-
lance for ambulance transfer by the local Tokyo government, and prescription surveillance by the National
Institute of Infectious Diseases. '

Thanks to regularly conducted prior surveillance, we enhanced the routine by closer monitoring and
sharing information, conducting postvisit surveillance for two weeks until November 30.

Information as of 07:00 from the Prescription Survey and a 17:00 ambulance transfer survey were
submitted to and evaluated National Institute of Infectious Diseases and Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of
Public Health.

The fact that we conducted enhanced surveillance easily without prior preparation indicates that we
may be able to cut the cost and time of syndrome surveillance negotiation and preparation. Such enhanced
surveillance is highly feasible and we expect to do so similarly cooporating flexibly with local and central
governments.
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