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Introduction

e In Japan, community-based support for the psychologically
handicapped has mainly been discussed from the perspective of
medical service, public health, and social welfare with little
discussion from the psychological perspective.

e In recent years, it has become essential to build community-based
support for the psychologically handicapped. To achieve this goal,
not only some general supporters such as a government and some
professionals, but the members of the wider community including its
residents and the psychologically handicapped people themselves,
must recognize the need for mutual support between
community residents and the psychologically handicapped.

e Itis necessary to establish several ways to assist the wider
community to increase its level of recognition for the need of such
mutual support.
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