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A Case of Difficult Diagnosis for Chroniec Abdominal Wall Pain:
Abdominal Cutaneous Nerve Entrapment Syndrome (ACNES)
Long-Term After the Definitive Operation for Cloacal Anomaly
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Chronic abdominal pain is a common complaint in
children. Pain originating from the abdominal wall is a
relatively unknown and often overlooked cause, al-
though it may account for about 10-30% of patients
with chronic abdominal pain. Sharply localized pain and
superficial tenderness are suggestive of chronic abdomi-
nal wall pain. The most common cause of chronic abdom-
inal wall pain appears to be abdominal cutaneous nerve

Key words: chronic abdominal pain, chronic abdominal
wall pain, ACNES, Carnett’s test, pediatric
* 35, Shinanomachi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 160-8582 JAPAN

entrapment syndrome (ACNES). Carnett’s test (accen-
tuated localized tenderness with abdominal wall tens-
ing) is a helpful diagnostic sign. In this report, we
describe a 7-year-old girl with ACNES long-term after
an operation for cloacal anomaly. As a result, an anes-
thetic/corticosteroid local injection gave complete pain
relief for prolonged periods. However, we expended a lot
of time and cost for this difficult diagnosis because we
had no concept of this disease. For the clinical care of
chronic abdominal pain, it appears to be necessary to
take abdominal wall pain into consideration.
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Purpose: In treating patients with ARM, it is indispen-
sable to evaluate their postoperative qualily of lives
(QOLs) affected by their bowel functions. This study
was carried out by the committee members to probe the
degree of QOL impact of each status by questioning
both patients and surgeons and to propose a new clinical
scale for assessing the postoperative status in the long-
term follow-up study project (JASGAP).

Merthods: Ninety-seven ARM patients (cloaca 8, high
34, intermediate 18, low 37) and 38 pediatric surgeons
were asked about the degree of impact on QOL of bowel
functions which were categorized as incontinence,
soiling, awareness of defecation, and constipation, as well
as supportive treatments. A facial rating scale was used
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* ¥ 143 Shimo-Kasuya, Ischara-shi, Kanagawa, 259-1193 JAPAN

- 783 -

to quantitate the degree in the questionnaire. Collected
data were analyzed and a QOL-based clinical scale was
prepared by score-weighting the data. A pilot assess-
ment with the scale was done through another
questionnaire to the same respondents.

Results: (1) An overview of the impact on QOL of each
condition of bowel status was obtained through the
questionnaires. (2) There are some differcnces between
assessments by patients and those by surgeons. (3)
Scores by patients werc adopted in the proposed scale
and mean scores of each field were highest in patients
with low type and intermediate, high and cloaca type
anomaly were in descending ordcer in rank, However, the
soiling score did not correlate to the ARM subtype.

Conclusion: A QOL-based clinical assessment scale for
bowel functions in patients with ARM can be proposed
based on the questionnaires.
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