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Summary

Epidemiological Topies Concerning Hepatitis C in
Japan

Junko Tanaka®

Epidemiological studies concerning HCV derived from
large research studies conducted after 2000 are examined.
These studies were conducted by the Hepatitis Epidemio-
logical Research Group (Chairman @ J. Tanaka) with the
support of the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare.
According to the results obtained HCV carrier rates in the
Japanese general population exhibit various features. The
farther back we check to the birth of the group in 1922(83
vears as of 2005), the higher HCV carrier rates are. High
HCV carrier rates were observed in the Kinki region and
further west. There was a high HCV carrier rate, especially
in the peak age HCC onset group. Very low HCV carrier
rates were observed in the generations born after 1986. An
extremely low incidence rate of HCV infection was seen in
the general population. A 10° fold greater risk of HCV
infection was noted in medical institutions which provided
frequent invasive treatment, as well as in the high risk
infection group. In conclusion, there are two urgent
countermeasures to combat HCV. One is to promote
examinations for undetected HCV carriers who are estimat-
ed to number 808, 000, The other is to take measures to
detect HCV carriers who are not receiving treatment.
giving them detailed examinations and providing them with
appropriate therapy.

Key words : epidemiology, HCV carriers. prevalence, inci-
dence of post-transfusion hepatitis

* Department of Epidemiology, Infectious Disease Conirol
and Prevention, Institule of Biomedical and Health Seiences,
Hiroshima Universily, 1-2-3 Kasumi, Minami-ku, Hiroshi-
ma-shi, Hiroshima 734-8553. Japan
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