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Table 1 The pros and cons of
mECT treatment versus
neuroleptics treatment for
psychosis in Huntington’s
disease

Merit

Demerit

mECT . More potent effect
Fewer side effect

No absolute
contraindications

Neuroleptics Easy introduction (easy
to take)

Cumbersome introduction
Need particular equipment
High cost

Anterograde/retrograde amnesia and transient cardiovascular
complications as side effects

Lethal side effects, including malignant syndrome and
cardiovascular complications

Worsening abnormal movement due to extrapyramidal side effect

mECT treatment, but be a natural course of the disease.
Together with the SPECT results, we conclude that the
patient’s pathological state may progress, which may
indicate that mECT does not arrest the progression of HD.
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Abstract v

Schizophrenia exhibits wide variation in epidemiological characteristics. Through the
past few decades, we have learned much about schizophrenia epidemiology, providing
important findings for etiological research, clinical care and public health. In this article,
we provide overview of current research on incidence, prevalence, risk factors, mortality
and outcome of schizophrenia.

Contrary to traditional understanding, the incidence and prevalence of schizophrenia
show prominent variation between locations. Risk factors for schizophrenia include urbanic-
ity, migration, sex, season of birth and pregnancy and birth complications. Schizophrenia
patients have an increased mortality risk compared with the general population. Recent
studies about outcome show not so tragic, especially in regard to social funcﬁoning. Over
the recent decades, circumstances have been changing around schizophrenia. As to treat-
ment, for example, ‘the second generation antipsychotics” have replaced conventional ones
and ‘early intervention’ is developing. However, we have only limited evidences of current
schizophfenia‘ Further epidemiological development is needed.

Key words: schizophrenia, epidemiology, incidence, prevalence, risk factor
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