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Abstracts

Research can provide important data on how to prevent and manage disasters. In the aftermath of a
disaster, research is essential because it provides data that can directly and indirectly facilitate management
and minimize damage in future disaster events. On the other hand, participants in disasters are quite
vulnerable as they make a strenuous effort toward revival. Thus, conducting research in these settings
presents the question of how best to balance the need for research with the equally important obligation to
respect and protect research participants’ interests and rights within the unique stress of a disaster.
Additionally, the burden on research participants should be minimized by coordinating the numerous studies
and determining the extent of overlap or redundancy of the research.

Therefore, to ensure that important research is expeditiously reviewed, coordinated, and conducted in a
manner that protects participants’ interests, investigators, institutional review boards, and public health and
government officials must have access to discussions on protecting participants’ interests in the event of
future disasters.

Keywords : Research Ethics, Disaster Research, Informed Consent, Central IRB
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