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EYE-TRACKING EXPERIMENT ON PERCEPTION OF INTERACTIONAL
SYNCHRONY IN TWO-PERSON DIALOGUES IN SUBJECTS WITH HIGH-
FUNCTIONING PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS
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The study was designed to examine
whether there are any differences in percep-
tion of interactional synchrony between
pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) and
control groups.

Fourteen PDD subjects with typical IQ
(13 adults and 1 high school student) and 12
controls were shown sets of movie stimuli as-
sembled as three sectional video stimuli each,
two of which were synchronized. Movies
constructed for the experimental condition
were two-person dialogue scenes with each
sectional video stimulus being video records
of a speaker’s face. Movies for the control
condition were constructed of physical event
scenes. In both conditions, the task was to
identify the two video segments that were
synchronized. Percentage of correct respons-
es, reaction time, and eye movements were
recorded.

The two groups were not significantly
different regarding the percentage of correct
responses and the mean fixation durations in

both conditions. The mean reaction time was
longer and the mean number of fixations per
trial was higher in the PDD group compared
to the control group in the experimental
condition. In the control condition, the two
groups were not significantly different in
either the mean reaction time or the mean
number of fixations per trial

The findings suggested lowered percep-
tion of interactional synchrony in two-person
dialogue situations in the PDD group than in
the control group. The results were dis-
cussed from the view points of time percep-
tion and cross-modal integration.
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Deficits in understanding the mental state of others (“mind-reading”) have been well
documented in individuals with pervasive developmental disorders (PDD). However, it is
unclear whether this deficit in social cognition differs between the subgroups of PDD
defined by the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, Text
Revision. In this study, PDD was divided into high-functioning autistic disorder (HFA)
(n=17) and other PDD (n=11) consisting of Asperger’s disorder (n=8) and PDD-NOS
(n=3), and differences in mind-reading ability was examined between the two clinical
groups and controls (n=50) using a new advanced naturalistic task consisting of short
scenes from a TV drama showing communication in social situations. The task was divided
into visual and auditory tasks to investigate which modality was more valuable for
individuals with PDD to understand the mental state of others. The results suggest that
social cognition differs significantly between individuals with HFA and those with other
PDD, with no difference being found between those with other PDD and controls. Neither
the auditory or visual modality was found to be dominant in subjects with PDD in the
mind-reading task. Taken together, complex mind-reading tasks appear to be effective for
distinguishing individuals with HFA from those with other PDD.

© 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The term “theory of mind (ToM)”, which describe the ability to attribute mental states to oneself or another person, was
introduced in psychology by Premack and Woodruff (1978). Since Baron-Cohen, Leslie, and Frith (1985) first reported
“deficit of ToM” in which the autistic condition is seen as a failure to attribute mental states to others, much work has been
conducted on ToM in pervasive developmental disorders (PDD). The ability to understand the mental state of others, which
underlies fundamental social skills, is also referred to as “mind-reading” (Baron-Cohen et al., 1985). The basic ToM test,

* Correéponding author at: Faculty of Human Relations, Tokaigakuin University, Nakakirinocho, Kakamigaharashi, Gifu 504-8511, Japan.

Tel.: +81 58 389 2200; fax: +81 58 389 2205.
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1750-9467($ - see front matter ® 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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usually consisting of the first and the second-order false belief tasks, is not sufficiently complex to detect deficits in adults
with high-functioning PDD (HFPDD) (Bowler, 1992; Happé, 1994; Ozonoff, Pennington, & Rogers, 1991). Thus, an advanced
ToM test, the Strange Situation Test, was devised by Happé (1994) in which participants are asked to provide an explanation
for non-literal statements (e.g. irony or lie) made by story characters. Happé's study demonstrated that participants with
PDD who passed the first and second-order false belief tasks did show specific deficits in ToM on this more complex test.

Many advanced ToM studies were subsequently conducted with adults with HFPDD in order to investigate subtle deficits .
of “mind-reading” ability. The Eyes Test was created for adults with HFPDD as a mind-reading task that uses information
from the visual modality alone (Baron-Cohen, Wheelwright, & Jolliffe, 1997; Baron-Cohen, Wheelwright, Hill, Raste, &
Plumb, 2001). In the task, participants are shown photographs in which only the areas of the eyes are cut out from a person’s
face, and they are asked to identify the person’s mental state. Researchers have revealed that individuals with PDD provide
less correct justifications of mental state than controls, indicating that the Eyes Test is highly accurate in measuring mind-
reading ability. However, in the real world, in order to integrate all of the information which people express, we look not only
at the eyes of others, but also at their facial expressions, body language, posture and so forth. Moreover, we do not look at a
static face and body in the real world, but at a moving face and body. Thus, a task that presents dynamic information in both
the visual and auditory modality, such as video, was deemed to be more realistic and was expected to measure the ability to
understand others’ mental states in daily life. Accordingly, Heavey, Phillips, Baron-Cohen, and Rutter (2000) developed the
“Awkward Moments Test” which uses scenes taken from TV programs and commercials and Roeyers, Buysee, Ponnet, and
Pichal (2001) devised the “Empathic Accuracy Task” which uses recordings of real communicative interactions. In their
studies, participants viewed moving images (video) and tried to determine the mental states of the characters. Participants
with PDD provided less correct justifications of mental state than typically developing subjects.

More recently, a question has been raised about which of the auditory and visual modality is more valuable for adults
with PDD to understand the mental state of others. A task that extends the abovementioned advanced tasks into the auditory
modality was created by Rutherford, Baron-Cohen, and Wheelwright (2002), and a study employing this task with adults
with Asperger’s disorder (AS) and high-functioning autistic disorder (HFA) revealed that both groups had difficulty
extracting mental state information from vocalizations (Golan, Baron-Cohen, Hill, & Rutherford, 2007). In addition, use of the
Cambridge “Mind-Reading” (CAM) Face-Voice Battery in adults with AS to test their cognition of 20 complex emotions and
mental states from faces or voices (Golan, Baron-Cohen, & Hill, 2006) showed that although the participants showed deficits
in social cognition when relying on either facial or vocal information alone, they could understand others’ mental state better
from the voices than from the faces. Given this finding among individuals with AS, one of the objectives of the present study
is to identify which modality—visual (facial expression, gesture and posture) or auditory (pitch, intonation and tone of
speech)—is more valuable for adults with PDD to understand the complex emotions of others.

Most recent studies using the advanced mind-reading tasks with moving stimuli have treated adults with PDD as one group.
Some earlier studies, however, investigated the difference in mind-reading ability between the subgroups of PDD, especially
between HFA and AS, but still today it is unclear whether in fact the two disorders differ in degree of impairment of mind-
reading ability (Dahleger & Trillingsgaard, 1996; Ozonoff, Rogers, & Pennington, 1991; Ozonoff, South, & Miller, 2000; Zaitai,
Durkin, & Pratt, 2003). A recent study that compared the subgroups of HFA and AS with typically developing adults was
conducted by Spek, Scholte, and Van Berckelaer-Onnes (2010), who used the Eyes Test (Baron-Cohen et al., 1997), the Faux Pas
Recognition Test (Stone, Baron-Cohen, & Knight, 1998) and the Strange Stories Test (Happé, 1994). The findings suggested that
there was no significant difference in mind reading ability between individuals with HFA and AS on any of the tasks. However,
since Spek et al. did not employ the CAM or moving images in their mind-reading task, it remains to be determined whether
mind-reading ability differs on a more complex, moving mind-reading task between the PDD subgroups.

Thus, the second objective of the present study was to clarify whether any differences exist in mind-reading ability
between HFA, a typical PDD, and other PDD consisting of AS and pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified
(PDD-NOS). We hypothesized that individuals with HFA would show greater deficits in mind-reading ability than those with
other PDD.

2. Methods
2.1. Participants

The clinical group comprised 28 male adolescents and adults with PDD (mean age 24.5 years, SD = 7.7 years, range = 16—
45 years). Participants were recruited from a private child psychiatric clinic specializing in PDD or a research volunteer pool
of the PDD research group at the National Institute of Mental Health. All participants were diagnosed by experienced child
psychiatrists. The diagnostic process was conducted by a team of one child psychiatrist and one or two clinical psychologists.
The psychiatrist interviewed the parents about their child’s developmental history and daily behaviors. In parallel, in another
room, the clinical psychologist observed the social behavior and communication of each participant during the IQ test and in
conversation which included questions about daily life, their community and interpersonal relationships. Based on the data
obtained, the participants were diagnosed according to the established criteria of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, Text Revision (DSM-IV-TR) (APA, 2000): 17 were diagnosed with HFA (showing qualitative
impairment in social interaction, qualitative impairment in communication, and restricted repetitive and stereotyped
patterns of behavior, interests, and activities), and 11 were diagnosed with other PDD, which combined 8 participants with
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Table 1
Descriptive characteristic of participants.
HFA® (n=17) Other PDD® (n=11) Control (n=50)
Mean SD Range Mean SD Range Mean SD Range
Chronological age 242 8.5 16-45 25.0 6.6 17-35 193 1.7 18-22
Full Scale 1Q 103.2 135 87-132 108.2 9.7 88-119
Verbal 1Q 103.9 145 80-136 109.4 10.1 83-120
Performance 1Q 100.3 16.7 72-126 106.5 16.4 66-127
AQ° 333 6.5 24-44 336 6.3 28-44

2 High-functioning autistic disorder.
b Ppervasive developmental disorders.
¢ Autism Spectrum Quotient.

AS and 3 participants with PDD-NOS (showing atypical autistic symptoms that are relatively mild and do not meet the
diagnostic criteria of the main symptoms of Autistic disorder). Also, 14 participants were tested using the Wechsler Adult
Intelligence Scale Reversed (WAIS-R), 3 were tested using the WAIS-Third Edition (WAIS-III), and 11 were tested using the
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Third Edition (WISC-III) (Wechsler, 1981, 1991, 1997). The characteristics of the
participants with PDD are shown in Table 1. All participants had a full intelligence quotient (FIQ) of at least 85. In addition, all
participants except one were administered the Autism Spectrum Quotient (AQ)-Japanese version (Wakabayashi, Baron-
Cohen, Wheelwright, & Tojo, 2005). No significant differences in FIQ (t=1.1, p=.30), the verbal intelligence quotient (VIQ)
(t=1.1, p=.29), the performance intelligence quotient (PIQ) (t=1.0, p=.35) and AQ (t=.18, p=.90) scores were found
between the HFA group and other PDD group. The participants had no other psychological diagnosis.

The control group consisted of 50 male students recruited from the University of Chiba (mean age 19.3 years, SD =1.74).
They were no administered IQ tests, but on the basis of their grade level it was assumed that they had normal intelligence.

Written informed consent to participate in the study was obtained in advance from all participants and from their parents
when the participants were minors (<20 years of age), and the study protocol was approved by the Ethics Committee of the
National Institute of Neurology and Psychiatry.

2.2. Instruments

2.2.1. Visual and auditory tasks

We administered the Motion Picture Mind-Reading (MPMR) Task, which was originally designed to measure individual
differences among adults in the general population (Wakabayashi & Katsumata, in press). The MPMR consists of short clips
from the TV drama “Shiroi Kyotou” (Kobayashi, 1978), which was famous in the 1970s but would not be well known to the
younger participants in this study. The storyline concerns malpractice at a famous medical school in Japan. The drama was
edited into clips using DVRaptor software (Canopus Company, Japan). The length of each of the 41 scenes ranged from 3 s to
11 s(mean 5.2 s). The MPMR Task thus contained more realistic material than the ToM tasks used in previous studies because
it contained scenes from dramatized real life. Moreover, the content was highly complex, including many non-literal scenes
with incongruent dialogue and mental states conveying, for example, characters who were lying or being ironic. The
participants were asked to understand the hidden intent, masked behind incongruent visual information (facial expression,
gesture and posture) and auditory information (the non-literal aspects of speech of pitch, intonation and tone).

In order to identify whether the visual or auditory modality was more valuable for adults with PDD to understand the
complex mental states of others, we modified the 41 clips of the MPMR to create one visual task and one corresponding
auditory task for each clip. For the visual task, the sound was edited out of each scene. For the auditory task, no picture was
displayed on the PC monitor and only the auditory stimuli composed of segments of the one character’s speech was heard
(see Fig. 1). In each of the visual and auditory trials, participants had to decide whether a label appearing on the PC monitor
described the character’s mental state (intent) appropriately or not. Of the 41 clips, 27 were labeled correctly and 14
incorrectly (Table 2).

2.2.2. Autism Spectrum Quotient-Japanese version (AQ-Japanese version)

The AQ is a self-report questionnaire which measures the degree to which any adult of normal IQ possesses traits related
to the autism spectrum (Baron-Cohen, Wheelwright, Skinner, Martin, & Clubley, 2001). The AQ-Japanese version
(Wakabayashi et al., 2005) was used in this study.

2.3. Procedure

The participants were tested individually in a quiet room at the clinic or university. Both the visual and auditory task
stimuli were presented to the participants while were wearing headphones. The clinical groups viewed the stimuliona 13.3-
in. monitor of a laptop computer running Windows XP (Dynabook SS MX/190DR, Toshiba), while the control group viewed
them on a 17-in. PC monitor (Dimension XP 4400, Dell). The participants’ response to each item was recorded by computer.
Each task began with the message “To start, press the space key”. After 1 s, the stimuli were presented in either the visual or
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Fig. 1. Example of the test stimuli used in the visual task without auditory information (Scene 1, Feigning). In the auditory task which presented the
dialogue, “Um, | just feel like seeing you, big brother” there was no picture of the character displayed on the screen. In each of the visual and auditory trials,
participants had to decide whether the label appearing on the screen described the character’s mental state (intent) appropriately or not.

auditory modality scene accompanied by the word or phrase describing a mental state. The participant was asked to judge
whether the word or phrase presented on the screen described the person in each scene appropriately or not. To record their
judgment, they pressed the F key to which was attached a small label saying “appropriate” or the ] key to which was attached
the label “inappropriate”. One second after participants pressed a key, a message appeared saying “Next scene, press the
space key”, and as a participant pressed it, the next trial started. The presentation order of the 41 clips was randomized for
each participant.

Participants completed one practice trial for one visual and one auditory task before the experiment started. The order of
the visual and auditory tasks was counterbalanced. Throughout the entire test, a task requiring the participants to determine
the camera angle from which a photo was taken was inserted between the Visual tasks and the Auditory tasks to serve as
interference stimuli.

3. Results
3.1. Comparison of groups by diagnosis

Accuracy rate was determined by two-way repeated measures ANOVA. The main effect of Group was significant: the HFA
group had a lower accuracy rate than the other PDD and control groups. The main effect of Task was also significant in all
three groups. The interaction between Group and Task was not significant (F(2,75)= 0.2, P=0.80).

The accuracy rate for each task modality is shown in Fig. 2. ANOVA revealed significant main effects for Task (F(1,75) = 19.0,
P < 0.01) and Group (F(2.75)=7.9, P < 0.01). The accuracy rate was higher on the visual task than on the auditory task in all
groups. The interaction between Task and Group was not significant (F(2,75) = 0.2, P=0.80). Results of Bonferroni multiple-
comparison tests showed that the accuracy rate of the HFA group was lower than that of the control group (P < 0.01) and the
other PDD group (P < 0.05). No significant difference was found between the other PDD and control groups.

3.2. Within-group comparisons of accuracy rate

No correlations were found for the HFA group and other PDD group with respect to the accuracy rates on the visual task
and auditory task, and FIQ, VIQ, PIQ and AQ scores.

3.3. Between-group comparisons of accuracy rate

The accuracy rates on the visual task and auditory task (41 items each) were compared between the HFA, other PDD, and
control groups using Fisher's exact test. As shown in Table 2, significant differences were observed for some items on the
Visual and Auditory task.

4. Discussion

This study investigated differences in mind-reading performance among PDD subgroups by using advanced mind-
reading tasks comprised of clips from a TV drama that included social context in the form of another character appearing and
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Table 2
Accuracy rate for determining the character’s mental state among the three subgroups of PDD.
Scene Duration (s) Word/phase shown Visual Auditory
on screen
HFA? Other PDDP Control p HFA Other PDD Control P
(n=17) (n=11) (n=50) (n=17) (n=11) (n=50)
1 3 Feigning 53 64 72 35 94 82 82 47
2 3 Respectful 35 73 82 00™ 65 64 76 54
3 6 Sarcastic 71 73 82 55 59 55 52 .89
4 7 Ironic 82 100 88 .36 71 46 46 20
5 6 Pleased 30 64 - 48 .19 38 30 14 .10
6 3 Disbelieving ) 65 82 60 39 65 82 70 .62
7 4 Convinced .47 73 80 .03* 82 91 92 .52
8 9 Confident 35 55 74 .01* 29 55 70 .01*
9 6 Bluffing 82 82 72 .61 77 82 82 .88
10 3 Ingratiating 65 64 62 .98 71 80 74 .87
11 6 Astonished 88 82 74 45 71 73 48 13
12 3 Feigning 82 91 76 51 63 100 76 .08
13 4 Pretending not to want 77 82 64 39 12 27 28 39
14 9 Ironic 77 90 86 56 - 65 73 72 .84
15 9 Sarcastic 59 73 92 01* 53 55 66 .56
16 4 Playing down 82 ) 82 58 .10 53 91 86 .01*
17 5 Coercive 65 73 68 91 56 64 88 .01*
18 9 Worried 82 100 82 31 65 46 62 55
19 6 Lying 41 64 72 .07 71 55 72 .52
20 4 Ironic : 88 64 74 .30 59 64 84 07
21 4 Guilty 41 91 86 .00** 41 91 62 .03*
22 3 Sarcastic 41 64 64 24 47 82 68 14
23 9 Ingratiating 41 64 52 .50 81 91 88 72
24 3 Appreciative 29 91 84 .00 35 73 62 .09
25 4 Feigning 53 73 82 .60 88 82 88 .85
26 5 Wondering 77 64 82 40 18 36 50 .06
27 9 Praising 24 27 46 .18 29 36 38 .82
28 3 Angry 82 73 90 29 59 73 86 .06
29 5 Mocking 24 18 30 .68 12 10 32 13
30 3 Disappointed 77 46 68 22 47 55 60 .64
31 i1 Figuring someone out 41 91 46 .02* 53 82 68 27
32 4 Unsure how to react 47 55 78 .04* 35 36 48 58
33 3 Employing tactics 82 73 86 56 69 100 78 .14
34 7 Flattering 82 82 92 43 59 55 40 34
35 7 Teasing 65 73 46 16 77 64 70 .76
36 6 Apologetic 77 73 - 96 .02* 29 72 78 .00%*
37 5 Covering up Embarrassed 71 100 82 .14 53 64 68 .54
38 7 Not liking 65 73 86 .14 41 36 58 28
39 5 Modest 88 91 92 90 71 90 84 .36
40 7 Sarcastic : 77 46 56 21 59 73 78 31
41 9 Ashamed 31 36 62 .05* 47 80 86 .00**

Note: Words/phrases not appropriate to the scene are shown in bold italics. Items shown in yellow highlight are under chance level of the control group.
Fisher’s exact test, *p <.05, **p < .01.

2 High-functioning autistic disorder.

b pervasive developmental disorders.

background scenery being visible. According to Adolphs, Sears, and Piven (2001) and Golan et al. (2006), compared to
recognizing general emotions, it is difficult for adults with PDD to recognize the intentions and emotions underlying facial
expressions that do not correspond with speech. All of the task items in the present study were designed to assess
participants’ understanding of hidden emotions and mental states that do not concord with the language heard, and these
items were thus expected to present some difficulty for adults with PDD. While differences were observed between the HFA
group and control group and between the HFA group and other PDD group, no differences were observed between the other
PDD group and control group. This finding suggests that a close relationship exists between cognitive ability, which is closely
connected with social communication such as mind-reading ability, and the behavioral characteristics of PDD as laid out in
the DSM diagnostic criteria. These findings replicate those of previous ToM research studies which showed that the
differential abilities in ToM may help to distinguish AS from autism (Ozonoff, Rogers, et al., 1991; Zaitai et al., 2003).

As to differences in mind-reading ability between the subgroups of PDD, Spek et al. (2010) previously reported no such
difference between subjects with HFA and AS. The contradictory results of our study and theirs might be due to the different
format of the tasks used. More specifically, the tasks used in their study might not be able to detect the subtle differences in
mind-reading performance between the HFA and AS subgroups. Golan et al.’s (2006) comparative study of individuals with
AS and those with typical development which used the CAM reported significant differences in performance on both the
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Fig. 2. Mean accuracy rate on the visual and auditory tasks for each group.

visual and auditory tasks, findings which do not accord with those of the present study. The reason for the discrepancy might
be attributable to the inclusion of social context in the MPMR clips, where, for example, two characters can appear together
on screen or background scenery can be visible. Also the participants’ response method differed between the two studies:
while Golan et al. (2006) asked participants to select a word from 4 alternatives to describe an appropriate mental state
matching facial expression and voice, we asked them to judge whether a word describing a mental state was appropriate or
not to the scene.

The present finding that individuals with other PDD showed accuracy rates close to those of the control group suggests
that adults with other PDD might understand other people’s minds to some extent. However, in everyday life, their social
communication is often not successful, which could suggest that even though they may understand other people’s mental
states, they might experience difficulties responding to them. Moreover, previous studies have shown that individuals with
PDD rely on strategies different from those of the general population when trying to understand others’ thoughts and
emotions (Baron-Cohen et al., 1999; Castelli, Frith, Happé, & Frith 2002; Happé et al., 1996). Future studies of the brain by, for
example, functional magnetic resonance imaging might reveal the difference in strategies adopted by individuals with other
PDD and controls.

The present study found no correlation between FIQ, VIQ and PIQ scores and task performance in the HFA and other PDD
groups. A previous study by Happé (1995) showed that VIQ score was correlated with mind-reading ability, whereas in the
present study there was no suchrelation between VIQ score and performance. This is because all participants had an1Q >80, and
therefore differences in VIQ score were small among the PDD subgroups. Moreover, there was no correlation between AQ score
and task performance. A high AQ score indicates serious symptoms of autism, alongside which lower mind-reading task
performance would be expected. The finding therefore suggests that mind-reading ability might be associated with symptom
profiles that are in accordance with the diagnostic criteria of DSM-IV-TR, rather than degrees of autism as assessed by AQ scores.

Regarding test items that showed significant differences in accuracy rate between the three groups, the HFA group had
lower accuracy on most of the visual and auditory tasks than the other PDD and control groups. Contrary to expectation, the
accuracy rate of the HFA group for some items was under the chance level (50%) of the control group, and the other PDD
group showed a higher accuracy rate than the control group on several items, including “figuring someone out” on the visual
task and “guilty” on the auditory task. Moreover, the HFA group showed a higher accuracy rate than the control group on a
few items. We suspect that some emotions and mental states are relatively easier for adults with PDD to understand, based
on their previous experiences. This remains a subject for further investigation.

With respect to the objective of determining whether there exist differences in the mind- readmg performance according
to whether the visual or auditory modality is used, we found no such differences. These findings are contrary to those of
Golan et al. (2006) who found that males with AS perform better on the auditory task than on the visual task, which suggests
that there may be no difference in understanding of others’ mind by modality. The reason for this may be attributable to the
complexity of the tasks and language used, or cultural differences between the two experimental settings. In general,
Japanese people make less obvious facial expressions than Western people, and as such, cultural differences might have
produced differences in the results.
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Alimitation of this study is that the group of PDD participants was small, as then was the two subgroups. Therefore, future
study should involve a larger number of participants. In addition, the profiles of the control group participants lacked
important information. For example, no accurate IQ information was available, although because the average IQ of the PDD
group participants was higher than 100 and no correlation was found between IQ and mind-reading performance, the
influence of IQ appears to be limited. In future studies, the IQ, age and education level of the control group should be matched
to those of the PDD group. Moreover, the participants in this study were all male. Given that gender differences on mind-
reading tasks have been reported (Baron-Cohen, Wheelwright, Skinner, et al., 2001; Baron-Cohen, 2003; Golan et al., 2006;
Rutherford et al., 2002; Wakabayashi & Katsumata, in press), future work should include female participants. Finally, the
tasks used in this study were created from clips from a TV drama, which resulted in somewhat uncontrolled categories of
emotions. Thus, future use of controlled categories of emotions to examine performance differences among groups divided
by diagnosis should contribute to identifying those emotions and mental states that are relatively easier for adults with HFA
to recognize.

5. Conclusions

Using the new visual and auditory tasks, this study compared the performance of subgroups of PDD divided according to
DSM-IV-TR diagnostic criteria in order to clarify the difference in mind-reading abilities among the subgroups. The results
demonstrated that on both the visual and auditory tasks, individuals with HFA experienced the greatest difficulty in
understanding the complicated emotions and mental states of others. In contrast, the results suggest that the mind-reading
abilities of adults with AS and PDD-NOS did not differ much from those without PDD. Taken together, complex mind-reading
tasks appear to be effective for distinguishing individuals with HFA from those with AS or PDD-NOS. Clinically, adults with
HFA who are not able to understand easily others’ thoughts and emotions will likely encounter problems in social
relationships. Individuals with AS or PDD-NOS will likewise experience such problems, but for different reasons: although
they might well be able to understand others’ emotions and thoughts, they will likely have difficulty knowing how to adapt
their own social behavior. The support offered to individuals of different PDD subgroups may need to be differentiated
accordingly.
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21 HAC I ORI 2 B Z &1k, 1980 EHBRY:, T TFEYFOERICTIEHEES, Wl
BOFE L CERPFEEICZ o 2BErOBICHE SN TCH BREIL, 1943FE0%20
BAIOE (Kanner, 1943) Bk, —B L TEBRZES#EEINTE 2 2hb 67,
FOREITF#HE LTERSN T EbbRE 21 MR 2 L2 5T 82k LaLI L
=T APH 10F, RRIZEFEICEVWES TRV, EZE L ONIBEELZERIHRNT
HESNL, INOOEROBELZE, BKRWILEOESEITEETLIZLTHE.
EENEEEFMEROMBR L RS T L IOKEICBVWT, I EE LTHEN RS
Do, F7IRE SN EIC W T BIE Az,

BHICHRBICODWTERLTBE& W, 7A) DBEHESESODSM 22 Lo &1 5H
BRI BT, BEEY P& T A AN OREZ HOSERE LS EE
LI T L, IR L, Wing & (1996) #Hu.L& 3500 FyREORET V—
TR, TOTNV—TW, REEOERDLIEROWEOREE b —EOEE () b
W) BBET B EVIFEERS, HEEARY MW IFHREIREL Tn5, EFL L
Tid, BB32 5510, SRIGETEEZEDR VIV — 7% B AN HE & B
PIFONELENRSY, BEEARZ PVEVIVEAFELWEEZ S, /2770, ko
RIEE DRI ERE L WHIFRE OV — T OERLGEHETH LD T, ks
WO IR E S, REFREREDREZ FV, ZO/MRATEEROBHLICETL W
Ballid, TORTHEBEIZLTHYAZ LTS,

2T, BRZETEREEETRERICBNT, ERLELONLIHFLVITROERY LT
A&,

B, TOTNV—TOIENENTHL, NI 6821, ERU EOSMiEr S &
BEENWBEE THRET 2. 232 0HHERCB W CHNESSEETH L IF L ENE
DHFIEE L, IQLUTOHA, BEMEOHEERTEH B2 5 (Happe, 1994). #1 T,
B LTHEU LEET A I LMo TWA, Ei2 [£ToBEZHEK
WLDH] DTHL. Ml ? EREOEKZE [ NHRHENTEZ,LS ] Thb, Bkis
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ST B AEERTH L. POEDEMNN T A —JFZIT/28 LTh, FOF A -
REEPOEBECHISIIEESE LD L1, Mo EOBEARIBEZLE L2 LT

RITEWIECEBREOBENE DI ORI T OEMSRTH Y, FToizidvb
WHFYTF AT NE—ORRICBIRZ ATV ML AREEOEEREEIZL > T
SRS ERE OMBENL UL RESH S, BREOEFNERZEEESE LD Z LR
Z 015 (Rutter 5, 1999 © Rutter 5, 2007).

B, WMEELTROMEELRLOR, BRWLERTH LA, £HFERE (polygen-
etic) EFVPEETAHZETHD (Sumi H,2006). 2F Y, —OOBEETFHPEEE L2
TREBE 2 ADOTHER S, RUOBREGEHLZERVES L, 220 60RBUIE ST
epigenetic & XiEN 5, BEBEHROBHICEERNOTHRZZITA2BRIIKE 2 EEL S
A% (Marcus, 2004). Zhid, —BOBERELFALCHL, —ROBEERIIBNT,
FRV VAR L b BIREO S ERERGETL. v58, BEELANVEEELAL
ERBTAUENDH D, BFOWFEICLLEIEEEREOBFEIL I~2%BEERL
LT8BY (Boron-Cohen &, 2009 : 5, 2006), BERLNWVITH LEFH LW I &1z
%D, COFROEESIE, ERLVAVTHo TLEEILELR WO ) FHPFTRETH
B, ELIEELANTHoCHBOEEDEREFBRBEEL 2 IR THS
ZLilhB. FO—FT, AT P ELT, BELANVTREWER: 7 V—THEE
TAHIEIRBEND. BEFEPDL, BHES 2 WIIRIEREREOEREICL (4

% (the broad autism phenotype : Sung &, 2005) & W) MEERPRBI N T, E£H
FRIRIZEB VT, AV EREORIZ, BLEEDBEM TIED 20, ERORMOMEL
HEWDNYTA X2y TEHADSOVELZCHFEL, BROLTHRBTE 242
MEZALTWAZ EEAREBT L L9107 (IS, 2009). ZHUTFEITIE T EER
FBILRE 2V, COTNV—T et T HLEFHY), PNINBEEZERLFT, Mo
THEPEIE A F A LIZIRS 20 kv R4 500 CTEMIZFEN M & IFUE E W oTi
WP LEFIIRER L. BELMICEGESE o LIREBFEERETH L. LULERE
EEER 1I~2%DBHRETHAHDT, B LI IEIEREZNE R LS 5~10%
FETHI LD, Rid, HORFRPEANL LTERICBNCEZENTCADHFIZZOD
5 AT EL N EPEER L P o 72 (Fitzgerald, 2005 ¢ James, 2006).

B, COBRBRTEIMESERELZ R L&, EROPHHEEICL->TELE K
MRREL, ZOMBE UL TR RRMEE 20T 2 LEDE LS, BICREEEIC L -
TR SNBIEROEFE, HEES NV —7ORBEZEZ N THLHEICE TRAES.
Y 2 LCBNE, BERRLE NI TYOERLBEBER) ST EATELZVEAR
wEo T A (21, 2008).
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12& 5 MRS Z# FHWCHIE T RREOREBREIR SN, LESHBEICB YRR
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T ENTBY (EHD, 2006, B4 s, LAEEEREEICBITAL NI yvOMEY

BRI ANLLEFSHLLEZ NS,

WIZ, 39— a2a—0ryROBETHS (Depretto 5, 2006). WHE/ A 81 Lo /2
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