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Informed Consent for Electroconvulsive Therapy in the Medical Treatment and Supervision Act

Takamasa Nopa'**" Kumiko AND0"¥, Naotsugu HiIRABAYASHTY, Mayu OMORIY,
Noriomi Kurokt”, Takayuki Okapa®

1
2) Section of Liaison Psychiatry & Palliative Medicine Division of Comprehensive Patient Care, Graduate School
of Medical & Denial Sciences, Tokyo Medical & Dental University

~

National Center Hospital of Neurology and Psychialry

=

3
4) Department of Forensic Psychiatry, National Institute of Mental Health, National Center of Neurology and

Institute of Applied Brain Sciences, Qrganization for University Research Initiatives, Waseda University

Psychiatry

Informed consent for electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) must be obtained from the patient
as a general rule. In the Medical Treatment and Supervision Act, it is important that medical
stuffs give sufficient information about treatment and obtain the informed consent. Thirteen
patients had been prescribed ECT in the Medical Treatment and Supervision Act. We had
experienced a first case who was prescribed mECT in this Act. We had frequently obtained
patient’s consent in the course of ECT. Furthermore, it is considered that ethics conference
worked effectively for treatment decision. However, we consider that there are some matters
(e. g. the assessment of urgency of need for involuntary intervention or competence to consent
to treatment) to be resolved for ECT in the future.

< Authors’ abstract>
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