Research Center for Cancer Prevention and Screening, Na-
tional Cancer Center, which followed all subjects given a TCS
as a primary screening from February 2004 to August 2010.
A total of 15,348 cases had a colonoscopy performed as a pri-
mary screening. This data was used to calculate the cost as-
sociated with identifying a patient with CRC using the cost
of TCS as 15,500 JPY, based on Japanese national reimburse-
ment tables.

2.2. Strategy 2: FIT as a Primary Screening. 'We retrospective-
ly analyzed the Japanese nationwide survey of CRC screening
in 2008 [11]. A total of 5,267,443 cases were included. This
data was used to calculate the cost associated with identifying
a patient with CRC using the cost of FIT as 1,600 JPY and
TCS as 15,500 JPY, respectively.

3. Results

Clinical characteristics of examinees in strategies 1 and 2 are
listed in Table 1. Both groups predominantly comprised ex-
aminees in their 50s and 60s, and there was a higher male-to-
female ratio in strategy 2 than in strategy 1. However, there
was no statistical significance between two groups.

The number of CRC cases identified and the cost to find
one case of CRC in both groups are listed in Table 2. In strat-
egy 1, there were 112 cases of CRC among 15,348 TCS exam-
inees (0.73%), with a calculated cost of finding one CRC case
of 2,124,000 JPY. In group 2, 5,267,443 underwent FIT, with
319,846 cases testing positive, (6.1%). All examinees with a
positive FIT were recommended for a further TCS. However,
only 174,914 examinees (54.7%) underwent TCS, and 6,838
cases of CRC were found. The calculated cost to find one pa-
tient with CRC was 1,629,000 JPY in this group. If all of the
319,846 cases with a positive FIT had undergone TCS, the
number of CRC cases would have increased, reducing the
cost of identifying CRC. Assuming that the rate of CRC cases
among the TCS examinees was the same as that in the stra-
tegy 2 group (3.9%; 6,838/174,914), it was calculated that
there would be 12,504 CRC patients, each costing 1,090,000
JPY to be identified.

The staging of CRC at diagnosis (Japanese Classification
of Colorectal Carcinoma) and initial treatment for CRC are
summarized in Table 2. The rate of stage 0 and endoscopic
resection were higher in strategy 1 than in strategy 2.

4. Discussion

Several previous studies have shown that CRC screening in-
cluding FIT and TCS is cost-effective. However, in Japan,
only a few cost-effective analyses have been reported, with the
cost-effectiveness of TCS as primary screening still unclear.
In this analysis, we compared the cost of identifying a pa-
tient with CRC using two screening strategies, using TCS as a
primary screening, or using FIT as a primary screening with
TCS then performed in cases with a positive FIT test. The
results demonstrated that it cost more to identify CRC when
~ TCS was used as a primary screening strategy compared to
the FIT screening strategy (2,124,000 JPY versus 1,629,000
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Tasis 1: Clinical characteristics of examinees in strategies 1 and 2.

Strategy 1 Strategy 2
(n =15,348) (n=5,267,443)
Screening strategy TCSasa p}'imary FlTasa p?imary
screening screening
Sex
Male 5,892 (38.4%) 2,174,604 (41.3%)
Female 9,456 (61.6%) 2,006,926 (38.1%)
Unknown 0 1,085,913 (20.6%)
Age group (yr)
<40 15 (0.1%) 370,750 (7.0%)
40-49 1,918 (12.5%) 870,134 (16.5%)
50-59 4,864 (31.7%) 1,050,813 (19.9%)
60-69 6,521 (42.5%) 1,044,313 (19.8%)
270 2,030 (13.2%) 845,520 (16.1%)
Unknown 0 1,085,913 (20.6%)

Mean (range) 60.1 (40-89) Unknown

JPY). It is assumed that this difference would have become
even larger if all FIT-positive subjects had then chosen to
have a TCS (2,124,000 JPY versus 1,090,000 JPY). However,
the higher cost associated with the TCS only strategy does
not necessarily deny the cost-effectiveness of this approach
for primary screening. This is because TCS, used as a primary
screening strategy, was able to identify CRC at an earlier stage
as demonstrated in Table 2, possibly resulting in a decreased
cost of CRC treatment and followup. The clinical course of
the cases of CRC detected in strategy 1 at our institution
is shown in Figure 1. Among the 112 CRC cases identified,
109 cases followed a clear clinical course, with approximately
80% cured with a single endoscopic treatment. Only one case
has had recurrent disease following treatment. Such a clinical
course indicates that earlier detection of CRC can lead to cure
with less invasive treatment, resulting in a shorter period of
followup and decreased cost of CRC care. From this perspec-
tive, it is possible to postulate that the difference in the cost
of identifying CRC in the two strategies is not as great and
that TCS may be a cost-effective primary screening strategy.
Additionally, we probably underestimated the cost-effective-
ness of TCS because we did not include the possibility to
reduce CRC incidence with TCS in this study. Previous stud-
ies have demonstrated the effect of colonic polypectomy in
reducing CRC incidence [12, 13]. Not only when using TCS
as a primary screening strategy but also when using FIT as
a primary screening, reduction in CRC incidence is expected
[14]. However, taking into account the higher detection rate
for colorectal polyps with TCS and the low rate of under-
going TCS among examinees with a positive FIT, reduction
in CRC incidence is expected more when using TCS as a
primary screening. If we consider this effect of TCS, TCS may
be a more acceptable choice as a primary screening. Further-
more, considering that using TCS as a primary screening can
lead to better quality of life (QOL) after CRC diagnosis due
to the earlier detection of disease, it is worth performing TCS
as a primary screening of CRC.
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F1cure 1: The dlinical course of CRC cases detected in strategy 1.

TasLE 2: Number of CRC cases, the cost to find one CRC case, staging of CRC at diagnosis, and initial treatment for CRC in both strategies.

Strategy 1 (n = 15,348) Strategy 2 (n = 5,267,443)
Number of cases of CRC 112 (0.73%) 6,838 (0.13%)
Cost to find a case of CRC 2,124,000 JPY 1,629,000 JPY
Staging of CRC at diagnosis
0] 81 (72.3%) 1,713 (25.1%)
I 16 (14.3%) 1,043 (15.3%)
II 7 (6.3%) 552 (8.1%)
Mla 3 (2.7%) 418 (6.1%)
rb 1(0.9%) 187 (2.7%)
v 1 (0.9%) ) 116 (1.7%)
Unknown 3 (2.7%) 2,809 (41.1%)
Initial treatment for CRC
Endoscopic treatment 93 (83.0%) 2,267 (33.2%)
Surgery 16 (14.3%) 2,466 (36.1%)
No treatment 0 19 (0.3%)
Others 0 67 (1.0%)
Unknown 3 (2.7%) 2,019 (29.5%)
5. Conclusions project,” Japanese Journal of Clinical Oncology, vol. 41, no. 1,
The cost associated with identifying one case of CRC is high- pp. 139-147, 2011. .
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The aim of this pilot study was to assess the feasibility of using computed virtual chromoendoscopy with the flexible spectral
imaging color enhancement (FICE) for colon neoplasia screening. A modified back-to-back colonoscopy using FICE and
white light in the right-sided colon was conducted prospectively for the consecutive patients attending for the postoperative
(sigmoidectomy or anterior resection) follow-up colonoscopy. Histopathology of detected lesions was confirmed by evaluation
of endoscopic resection or biopsy specimens. One-hundred and two patients were enrolled, and 100 patients (61 males and mean
age 63 years) were finally analyzed. The total number of polyps detected by FICE and white light colonoscopy was 65 and 45,
respectively. The miss rate for all polyps with FICE (24%) was significantly less than that with white light (46%) (P = 0.03).
Colonoscopy using FICE could beneficially enhance the detection of neoplastic lesions in the right-sided colon compared to white

light colonoscopy.

1. Introduction

Colonoscopy is the accepted gold standard for the detec-
tion of colorectal lesions including colorectal cancers and
adenomas. Early detection and removal of colorectal ade-
nomas have been shown to be the most effective way of
colorectal cancer prevention, however, polyps can be missed
with conventional white light (WL) colonoscopy [1, 2].
Unfortunately, at standard WL colonoscopy, classification

of lesions is often difficult and a substantial percentage of

adenomas are missed during the procedure. According to the
results of back-to-back colonoscopies by Rex et al., the miss
rate for adenomas =1 cm was 6%, for adenomas 6—9 mm was
13%, and for adenomas <5mm was 27%, respectively [3].
Furthermore, there was a trend toward right-sided colorectal
adenomas being missed more often than left-sided ones
(27% versus 21%). As missing adenomas or cancers during

colonoscopy would result in increasing the need of surgery
and death from colorectal cancers, attempts to reduce this
kind of miss rate include pancolonic dye spraying, wide angle
colonoscopy, or cap-fitted colonoscopy [4-8].

On the other hand, computed virtual chromoendoscopy
with the flexible spectral imaging color enhancement (FICE)
has been developed as a new dye-less imaging technique,
which might allow higher rate of colon polyp detection [9—
13]. FICE is based on a computed spectral estimation tech-
nology that arithmetically processes the reflected photons to
reconstitute virtual images for a choice of different wave-
lengths. Due to its variable setting functions, it is possible
to select flexibly the most suitable wavelengths required
for examination. Based on technical considerations, it is
conceivable that advanced virtual imaging techniques might
highlight adenomas during colonoscopy, however, its effec-
tiveness, measured as frequency of detection -of colorectal



polyps in comparison to conventional WL colonoscopy, has
not been investigated enough. We therefore conducted this
pilot study to assess the feasibility of using FICE for colon
neoplastic lesions screening.

2. Methods

2.1. Study Design. From August 2008 to March 2009 in Na-
tional Cancer Center Hospital, Japan, a modified back-
to-back colonoscopy using FICE and WL was conducted
for 102 patients in the right-sided colon including cecum,
ascending and transverse colon. This study was conducted
prospectively, and written informed consent for examina-
tion and treatment was obtained from all of the studied
patients prior to the procedures. The consecutive patients
attending for the postoperative (sigmoidectomy or rectal
anterior resection) follow-up colonoscopy were randomized
to undergo the colonoscopy with either FICE or WL (group
A: WL-FICE, group B: FICE-WL). After randomization, the
scope was inserted into the cecum using white light. Patients
with known inflammatory bowel disease, overt bleeding, and
polyposis syndrome and patients receiving anticoagulant
medication were excluded from the study.

2.2. Flexible Spectral Imaging Color Enhancement (FICE). All
examinations were performed with high-resolution zoom
endoscopes (EC 590 ZW, Fujifilm medical, Tokyo, Japan).
However, the zoom function of the device was not utilized
for this study. The system was equipped with the EPX 4400
processor (Fujifilm medical) that provides the FICE technol-
ogy.

Based on preliminary experience of the participating en-
doscopists, FICE set 7 (R 540 nm, G 490 nm and B 420 nm)
was favored over other FICE sets for application in the colon
and was therefore exclusively used in this study. In the FICE
turn, withdrawal was performed with activated FICE set 7.
Switching back to conventional imaging was allowed at the
discretion of the endoscopist only for polypectomies.

2.3. Endoscopic Procedure. All patients were prepared for col-
onoscopy by ingesting 2-3 liters of polyethylene glycolelec-
trolyte solution on the same-day morning. Scopolamine
butylbromide (10 mg) was administered intravenously to
avoid bowel movement prior to examination for the patients
with no contraindication to the use of this agent. Basically
all colonoscopies were performed without sedation, by one
of three experienced colonoscopists (more than 1000 colono-
scopies). Only when patients felt abdominal pain, midazolam
(2mg) was administered intravenously during procedure.
Quality of bowel preparation was assessed by the examiner
as follows: (a) excellent (near 100% mucosal visualization
following suction of fluid residue), (b) good (near 90%
mucosal visualization), and (c) fair (less than 90% mucosal
visualization). Examinations were performed in a modified
back-to-back fashion, using FICE and WL in the right-sided
colon including cecum, ascending colon, and transverse
colon. The time needed for both insertion and examination
for withdrawal and all lesions detected in the right-sided
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colon was recorded. Each patient was randomized in one
of the following two groups with a computer-generated
random number list; group A: after cecal insertion by WL,
the colonoscope was withdrawn from the cecum to the
splenic flexure with WL mode and then rewithdraw in the
colonoscope with FICE from the cecum to the splenic flexure
after reinsertion of the scope to the cecum by WL (WL-
FICE); group B: withdrawing the colonoscope in the inverse
order of group A (first FICE and then WL; FICE-WL). All
lesions detected during either examination of FICE or WL
were removed by endoscopic resection or biopsy specimens
and sent for histological evaluation without exception. All
lesions identified on the second examination were considered
as lesions missed by the first examination. The location of
each lesion was defined according to landmarks including
hepatic flexure and splenic flexure. The size of the lesions was
estimated using open endoscopic biopsy forceps.

2.4. Histopathological Evaluation. Resected specimens were
immediately fixed in 10% buffered formalin solution and
subsequently stained with hematoxylin-eosin. Experienced
gastrointestinal pathologists who were completely blinded to
each endoscopic diagnosis evaluated all pathological speci-
mens. Histological diagnoses were determined according to
the World Health Organization (WHO) criteria [14].

2.5. Statistical Analysis. This study was mainly designed to
demonstrate that the colonoscope with FICE has a different
reliability than with WL for polyp detection. No sample
sizes were calculated, as this was a pilot study. The design
of the study included two independent groups; group A
underwent colonoscopy with FICE after colonoscopy with
WL, and group B underwent colonoscopy with WL after
colonoscopy with FICE. Categorical variables are expressed
with frequencies and percentages. Continuous variables are
expressed with means and standard deviations. Statistical dif-
ferences were analyzed by y? test of independence, the Mann-
Whitney U tests, and Fisher’s exact test. A P value of less
than 0.05 was considered statistically significant. Statistical
analysis was conducted with SPSS V. (Chicago, IL), Stat X act
v. 5.0.3 (Cytel Co., MA), and Statistica v. 5.5 (Tulsa, OK).

3. Results

A total of 102 patients were enrolled in this study. Fifty-
one were randomized to group A and B. According to the
protocol, two cases were excluded from the final analysis
because of impossible insertion cases to cecum bottom: one
bowel adhesion case after operation in group A and one
local recurrence of anastomosis in group B. A total of 100
cases were finally evaluated. The 100 patients included 61
(61%) men, and the mean age and standard deviation
were 63 + 12 years. The indications for colonoscopy were
postoperative surveillance of anterior resection (N = 65)
and sigmoidectomy (N = 35). The bowel preparation was
described as excellent or good in 82 cases (82%) and fair in
18 (18%), respectively (Table 1).

There were no statistically significant differences between
the FICE and WL with respect to withdrawal time, lesion
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TaBLE 1: Patient characteristics.

Group A (WL-FICE) Group B (FICE-WL)

Cases 50 50
Male 30 31
Female 20 19

Mean age (yr) 62.7 63.3

Operation history
Anterior resection 36 29
Sigmoidectomy 14 21

Bowel preparation
Excellent 23 17
Good 19 i 23
Fair 8 10

TasLe 2: Comparison FICE with white light.

FICE WL

Withdrawal time (sec.) 213 193
(Range) (90-490) (79-600)
Detected lesions
All 65 45
Neéoplastic 59 (91%) 38 (84%)
Macroscopic finding
Flat elevated 53 (90%) 33 (87%)
Polypoid 6 (10%) 5 (13%)
Tumor size
<5mm 33 (56%) 24 (63%)
>5mm 26 (44%) 14 (37%)

detection, macroscopic finding, and tumor size. Total num-
bers of detected and removed lesions by FICE and WL
colonoscopy were 65 and 45, respectively. Characteristics of
the detected neoplastic lesions by FICE and WL colonoscopy
were flat elevated: 53 (90%) and 33 (87%) and small
(<5 mm): 33 (56%) and 24 (63%), respectively (Table 2).

The miss rate for all polyps with FICE (24%) was signif-
icantly less than that with WL (46%) (P = 0.03). Among all
detected polyps, the number of neoplastic lesions detected
by FICE and WL colonoscopy was 59 and 38, respectively.
Among 45 neoplastic lesions, which were diagnosed in group
B, 34 (76%) lesions were detected at the first FICE with-
drawal technique (Table 3). In contrast, in group A (among
52 neoplastic lesions), only 27 (52%) lesions were recognized
at the first WL withdrawal technique, and 25 (48%) lesions
were detected by the second FICE examination. Significantly
more neoplastic lesions were missed by WL compared with
FICE system (P = 0.02).

4. Discussion

Detection of adenomas is essential at screening colonoscopy,
however, the miss rate especially for small and flat lesions
remains unacceptably high. According to several reports,

10 to 15% of lesions remains undiagnosed at colonoscopy,
even by experienced practitioners. In this pilot study, we
investigated the utility of a FICE system on miss rates during
colonoscopy and the efficiency of colonoscopy withdrawal.
Based on the results of our study, FICE system may be useful
for the detection of colorectal adenomas in the right-sided
colon compared to WL conventional colonoscopy under
high-quality bowel preparation.

The largest advantage of this system may prove to be
the ability to perform faster and more efficient examination
without the need for additional attachments to the endo-
scope and without dye spraying or infusion. According to
the National Polyp Study (NPS), the incidence of colorectal
cancer was decreased by endoscopic intervention. In brief,
polypectomy during routine colonoscopy has been shown to
prevent the development of colorectal cancer, compared with
the incidence of it in reference groups. Therefore, colonosco-
py is considered as a gold standard for detection and
treatment of colorectal adenomas, however, the conven-
tional colonoscopy technique during withdrawal, even if
very careful, cannot detect all lesions, especially flat and
small depressed ones. Potential explanations for failure at
colonoscopy include poor bowel preparation or inadequately
short withdrawal times [15, 16]. Moreover, an important
technical factor that determines the detection of lesions is the
level of mucosal contrast provided by the imaging method.
Low contrast might contribute to the miss rate of small
and flat lesions that show only subtle changes in mucosal
topography, focal pallor, and marginal irregularity [17, 18].

Endoscopic imaging techniques aimed at early detection
of colorectal cancer and its precursors have been developed
over the last decade. Techniques that improve the detection
of mucosal irregularities, such as pancolonic chromoen-
doscopy, narrow band imaging (NBI), high-resolution imag-
ing, autofluorescence imaging, and FICE have been applied
in a variety of clinical situations to enhance the detection of
flat and depressed lesions or to enable histological diagnosis.
Many authors have reported that chromoendoscopy is help-
ful for the detection and detailed morphological assessment
of flat and depressed colorectal lesions [19-28]. Pancolonic
chromoendoscopy using an indigocarmine diffusion dur-
ing withdrawal from the cecum, which highlighted subtle
mucosal irregularities, has been reported to significantly
increase the detection of diminutive, flat neoplastic lesions in
the right colon. However, the withdrawal time for the indi-
gocarmine dye spray group was almost twice as long as for
the control group.

Computed virtual chromoendoscopy with FICE is a nov-
el optical approach to enhance mucosal contrast [29]. This
technique enhances the bandwidth of light components,
resulting in dye-less contrast enhancement of mucosal and
vascular details. To overcome the problems of conventional
chromoendoscopy, another chromoendoscopic techniques
FICE and NBI were recently developed. Both techniques are
safe, rapid, and easy to apply, and several preliminary studies
reported enhancement of vascular and mucosal contrast. The
NBI system has been shown to be helpful in visualizing
such lesions by improving contrast and is considered to be
a new type of optical/digital chromoendoscopy [30, 31].
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TasL 3: Detected lesions in group A and B.

A (WL-FICE) (n = 50) B (FICE-WL) (n = 50) P value
Total number of lesions (%)
First WL 33 (54) FICE 37 (76) P =003
Second FICE 28 (46) WL 12 (24)
Total number of neoplastic lesions (%)
First WL 27 (52) FICE 34 (76) P =0.02
Second FICE 25 (48) WL 11 (24)

In particular, magnification using NBI colonoscopy for the
observation of the presence of “meshed brown capillary
vessels” is extremely useful for distinguishing between neo-
plastic and nonneoplastic lesions without any dye solution.
Regarding polyp detection, however, it is controversial at
this moment [32]. Furthermore, during NBI colonoscopy
examinations, intestinal fluid was seen as being reddish in
color similar to blood. Therefore, proper bowel preparation
is one of the limitations when using this system.

In 1989, Miyake et al. [9] developed and reported a new
optimal band imaging system, and endoscopic examinations
with this optimal band imaging system were developed as
FICE after these essential reports. Images acquired by this
new system provided better brightness than old fiberscopic
images. Preliminary reports showed that in the esophagus,
the detection rate for neoplasm of FICE and NBI appears
similar to that of conventional chromoendoscopy [33, 34].
In other reports, FICE with high-definition endoscope in
colonoscopy or upper GI endoscopy was useful for diagno-
sis between neoplastic and nonneoplastic lesions [35-37].
Pohl et al. reported that FICE was superior to standard
colonoscopy and equivalent to conventional chromoen-
doscopy for distinguishing neoplastic from nonneoplastic
lesions and adenoma detection rate was not improved by
FICE compared to WL with targeted indigocarmine spraying
[38, 39]. However, there are few prospective studies that have
attempted to clarify the usefulness of the adenoma detection
rate using FICE system [40].

In this study, a total of 110 lesions from 100 patients were
detected and removed endoscopically. Among these lesions,
the number of neoplastic lesion detected by FICE and WL
was 59 (91%) and 38 (84%), respectively. In contrast, the
number of nonneoplastic lesions recognized as a polyp and
removed by FICE and WL colonoscopy was only 6 {9%)
and 7 (16%), respectively. The lesions we diagnosed and
resected in this study with FICE and WL systems were mostly
neoplastic ones. However, we consider further investigation
is necessary to evaluate the efficiency for differential diag-
nosis with FICE system. Diminutive flat elevated lesions
are thought to be of little clinical significance because such
lesions, especially less than 5mm polyps, are low-grade
dysplasia in most cases. Meanwhile, depressed lesions are
considered to have a high malignant potential compared
to polypoid ones in similar size [41-43]. In this present
study, all detected lesions’ macroscopic type was flat elevated
or polypoid. Because of low incidence, there were no de-
pressed lesions in this study. However, significantly more

small and/or flat neoplastic lesions were detected by FICE
compared with WL colonoscopy. Additionally, the brightness
of the image during FICE colonoscopy is sufficient to ensure
a good overview in large lJuminal diameter sections of the
bowel. Therefore, FICE colonoscopy is considered to be a
promising modality to detect small depressed lesions.

Bowel preparation rate of excellent or good in our study
was described more than 80 percent in both group. Negative
advocacy piece to improvement in detectability of colorectal
polyps using FICE was described in the past report with
lower bowel preparation rate of excellent or good less than
75 percent [44]. It is suggested that proper bowel preparation
is indispensable to achieve success to detect small colorectal
lesions, so we think quality of bowel preparation is very
important for full effectiveness of FICE colonoscopy.

There are several limitations in our study. First, this study
was performed at a single institute as a pilot study. Our data
are precise but it is uncertain whether it would be available
for all examiners. Therefore, additional multicenter studies
are necessary to clarify the usefulness of FICE system.

Another point worth mentioning is that our study was
conducted within the limits of the right colon, which mean
withdrawal time were more than three minutes. We selected
modified back-to-back colonoscopy in right-side colon.
Complete back-to-back colonoscopy may be painful for
patients under no sedation and longer procedures because
many colonoscopies without sedation are usually performed
in Japan. The higher prevalence of flat and diminutive lesions
diagnosed in the right colon may be consistent with past
descriptions ({45, 46]. Furthermore, a higher miss rate of
detection has been reported in the right colon compared to
the left colon. Therefore, we defined the area from the cecum
to the splenic flexure as the target area in our prospective
study. We think that it is necessary to evaluate the total
colonoscopy using FICE from cecum to rectum as further
estimation.

In conclusion, colonoscopy using FICE could beneficially

-enhance the detection of neoplastic lesions in the right-sided

colon, especially flat and/or diminutive adenomatous lesions
compared to conventional WL colonoscopy under proper
bowel preparation.
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Dome-Type Carcinoma of the Colon Masquerading a Submucosal Tumor

MASAYOSHI YAMADA,* SHIGEK! SEKINE,* and TAKAHISA MATSUDA*

*Endoscopy Division, National Cancer Center Hospital, *Molecular Pathology Division, National Cancer Center Research Institute, Tokyo, Japan

A 76-year-old woman was referred for treatment of a rectal
submucosal tumor (SMT). Endoscopy revealed a broad-
based elevated lesion, 10 mm in diameter in the lower rectum
(Figure A). This lesion appeared to be covered entirely with
non-neoplastic mucosa showing mild discoloration (Figure B).
A tiny whitish exudate was observed on the top of the lesion.
Based on these endoscopic findings, we diagnosed an SMT and
completely removed the lesion by endoscopic submucosal re-
section with a ligation device.!

Histologically, the resected specimen was a well-differenti-
ated adenocarcinoma associated with a dense lymphocytic in-
filcration (Figure C). The tumor showed expansive growth and
no desmoplastic stroma was observed. There were well-devel-
oped germinal centers in the lymphoid stroma. Consistent with
the endoscopic findings, the tumor was covered mostly with
non-neoplastic mucosa. The tumor was exposed to the surface
in only a narrow area of 2 mm. Because desmin staining showed
muscularis mucosae just below the lymphoid stroma, this tu-
mor was diagnosed as intramucosal cancer and the patient had
no additional treatment besides regular endoscopic surveil-
lance. This patient remained disease free 4 years after the
endoscopic submucosal resection with a ligation device.

Lymphoid stroma generally is known as a feature of cancers
with microsatellite instability and those related to Epstein-Barr
virus (EBV) infection. However, an immunohistochemical analysis
showed retained expression of 4 mismatch repair proteins (MLHI,
PMS2, MSH2, and MSH6) and in situ hybridization for EBV-encoded
small RNA-1 was negative. These findings indicate the tumor was
microsatellite stable and was unrelated to EBV infection.

These histologic features are consistent with those of dome-type
carcinoma (DC), which first was reported by Jass et al* in 2000 as
a rare variant of colorectal adenocarcinoma characterized by a
denise lymphoid stroma and expansive growth. Because of the
intimate relationship between the neoplastic glands and lymphoid
tissue, it has been suggested that DC exhibits a differentiation to
dome epithelium of gut-associated lymphoid tissue.

From previous reports, DC also has been known to show
characteristic endoscopic findings.* The common endoscopic
appearances are plaque-like, sessile polyp, and SMT. Two of 10
cases previously reported were described as an SMT4%

Because of their expansive growth pattern, DCs may present
as SMT-like lesions.* However, DCs mostly have a component
of mucosal dysplasia on their surface, which allows an endo-
scopic diagnosis of an epithelial neoplasm.® The present case
indicates that it may be difficult to discriminate DC from SMT
when the area of mucosal dysplasia is small and indistinct.
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Dome-type carcinoma of the colon; a rare variant
of adenocarcinoma resembling a submucosal
tumor: a case report
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Abstract

Background: Dome-type carcinoma (DC) is a distinct variant of colorectal adenocarcinoma and less than 10 cases
have been described in the literature. Most of the previously reported cases were early lesions and no endoscopic
observations have been described so far. We herein report a case of a DC invading the subserosal layer, including
endoscopic findings.

Case presentation: A highly elevated lesion in the transverse colon was diagnosed by colonoscopy in a 77-year-
old man. The tumor appeared to be similar to a submucosal tumor (SMT), however, a demarcated area of reddish

discriminate DCs from SMTs.

and irregular mucosa was observed at the top of the tumor. There were no erosions or ulcers. Laparoscopic-
assisted right hemicolectomy was performed and pathological examination revealed a well-circumscribed tumor
invading the subserosal layer. The tumor was a well-differentiated adenocarcinoma associated with a dense
lymphocytic infiltration and showed expansive growth. The overlying mucosal layer showed high-grade dysplasia.

Conclusion: The present lesion was diagnosed as a DC of the colon invading the subserosal layer. Because the
association of mucosal dysplasia is common in DCs, the detection of dysplastic epithelium would be important to

Keywords: Colorectal carcinoma, Gut-associated lymphoid tissue, Dome-type carcinoma

Background
Dome-type carcinoma (DC) is a rare variant of colorec-
tal adenocarcinoma that is characterized by well or
moderately differentiated histology, expansive growth,
and dense lymphoid stroma [1]. Since Jass et al. [1,2]
reported this lesion as a distinct variant of adenocarci-
noma, less than 10 cases have been reported and most
of them are early lesions limited to the submucosal
layer [3,4]. Based on the phenotypical features of DCs,
including the intimate association with lymphoid tissue,
the presence of intraepithelial B-lymphocytes and the
lack of goblet cells, DC has been suggested to derive
from M-cells of the gut-associated lymphoid tissue [1].
We herein report a case, along with the endoscopic
findings, of a DC invading the subserosal layer.

* Correspondence: tamatsud@ncc.gojp
>Endoscopy Division, National Cancer Center Hospital, Tokyo, Japan
Full list of author information is available at the end of the article

g ) Biolied Central

Case presentation _
A 77-year-old man suffered abdominal discomfort and
underwent a total colonoscopy. The colonoscopy identi-
fied a highly elevated lesion, 30 mm in diameter, in the
transverse colon (Figure 1). The tumor appeared to be
similar to a submucosal tumor (SMT) with a sharply
raised edge and a bridging fold. Examination with indigo
carmine dye showed that the base of the lesion was cov-
ered with normal mucosa (Figure 2). However, a demar-
cated area of reddish and irregular mucosa was observed
at the top of the tumor (Figure 3). There were no ero-
sions or ulcers. The biopsy specimen taken from the top
of the lesion revealed well-differentiated adenocarcinoma.
Finally, the lesion was diagnosed as adenocarcinoma con-
fined to the transverse colon and a laparoscopic-assisted
right hemicolectomy was performed.

Pathological examination revealed a well-circum-
scribed tumor invading the subserosal layer (Figure 4).

- ©2012 Yamada et al; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in
any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.



Yamada et al. BMC Gastroenterology 2012, 12:21
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-230X/12/21

Page 2 of 4

Figure 1 Conventional endoscopic image showing a
submucosal tumor-like lesion of 30 mm in diameter in a 77-

year-old man. A reddish rough mucosa can be seen on the top.

The tumor was a well-differentiated adenocarcinoma
associated with a dense lymphocytic infiltration. The
tumor showed expansive growth and no desmoplastic
stroma was seen (Figure 5). Many of the tumor glands
were cystically dilated and contained eosinophilic debris
(Figure 6). The lymphoid stroma surrounding the neo-
plastic glands contained numerous germinal centers.
The overlying mucosal layer showed high-grade dyspla-
sia (Figure 7). Immunohistochemically, tumor cells were
positive for 4 mismatch repair proteins (MLH1, PMS2,
MSH2, MSHS), suggesting microsatellite stable pheno-
types. In situ hybridization for Epstein-Barr virus (EBV)

Figure 2 Endoscopic image after spraying with indigo carmine
dye. The base of the tumor is covered with non-neoplastic mucosa.

J

Figure 3 The top of the tumor, showing a well demarcated
irregular mucosa.

-

-encoded small RNA-1 was negative. No metastasis was
detected in any of the 19 dissected lymph nodes. One
and a half years after the resection, no recurrence was
detected by follow up computed tomography or endo-
scopic examination.

Conclusions

Jass et al. [1,2] reported 3 cases of “Adenocarcinoma of
colon differentiating as dome epithelium of gut-asso-
ciated lymphoid tissue” as a distinct variant of colon
cancer. The reported lesions were characterized by well
and/or moderately differentiated histology, expansive
growth, confinement to an aggregate of lymphoid tissue,
and cystically dilated tumor glands containing an abun-
dance of necrotic debris. Because of the intimate

Figure 4 Panoramic view of the tumor described. A well-
demarcated tumor grows into the subserosal layer (H&E).
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Figure 5 The tumor associated with lymphoid stroma showing
expansive growth. No desmoplastic stroma is observed (H&E,
orig. mag. x12.5).

relationship between the malignant epithelium and lym-
phoid tissue, they suggested that the tumor might be
arising from the dome epithelium overlying gut-asso-
ciated lymphoid tissue. After similar tumors were
reported, the term DC was established [3-8].

Generally, prominent lymphocytic infiltration is
known as a feature of colorectal cancers with a microsa-
tellite instability-high phenotype and tumors with EBV
infection. However, the present case, and the majority of
the previously reported DCs, did not show evidence for
microsatellite instability, as examined by either microsa-
tellite instability test or immunohistochemistry for mis-
match repair proteins, and EBV infection [9]. The lack
of evidence for microsatellite instability and EBV infec-
tion is consistent with the concept that lymphoid

Figure 6 The tumor is a well differentiated adenocarcinoma
surrounded by dense lymphoid tissue with follicles. Neoplastic
glands contain eosinophilic necrotic debris (H&E, orig. mag. x100).

Figure 7 Overlying mucosa shows high-grade dysplasia.
Invasive adenocarcinoma associated with prominent lymphoid
stroma was observed in the submucosal layer. Note the intact
muscularis mucosae (H&E, orig. mag. x40).

infiltration associated with DCs reflects the nature of
their tissue of origin, which is the dome epithelium.

All but one previously reported DCs were early can-
cers limited to the submucosal layer [3]. It has been
suggested that advanced DC is rare because DC might
eventually progress to usual-type adenocarcinoma [7].
Consistent with this idea, 4 of 9 previously reported
DCs, including one lesion that invaded the muscularis
propria, were associated with a usual-type adenocarci-
noma component that is characterized by the associa-
tion with a desmoplastic reaction and the lack of
lymphoid stroma [2,4,6,7]. However, the present case
indicates that, in rare instances, DC can deeply invade
the bowel wall in the absence of progression to usual-
type adenocarcinoma.

Endoscopically, the present case resembled SMT,
reflecting the expansive growth of the tumor. However,
while the base of the lesion was covered with non-neo-
plastic mucosa, an area of mucosal dysplasia could be
endoscopically detected on the top of the lesion, and a
biopsy taken from this area allowed a diagnosis of ade-
nocarcinoma. Because the previously reported DCs also
lacked erosion or ulceration and were associated with
mucosal dysplasia [2-4,7], the detection of dysplastic
epithelium would be important to discriminate DCs
from SMTs. v

Even though the current classifications do not recog-
nize DC as a distinct histological subtype, the present
and previous reports illustrated peculiar histological and
clinical characteristics of DC. Further accumulation of
cases and phenotypical characterization, including the
potential relationship to M-cells, may establish DC as a

* distinct subtype of colorectal adenocarcinoma.
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Consent

Written informed consent was obtained from the patient
for publication of this case report and any accompany-
ing images. A copy of the written consent is available
for review by the editor-in-chief of this journal.
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Efficacy of Endoscopic Mucosal Resection With Circumferential Incision
for Patients With Large Colorectal Tumors

TAKU SAKAMOTO, TAKAHISA MATSUDA, TAKESH! NAKAJIMA, and YUTAKA SAITO

Endoscopy Division, National Cancer Center Hospital, Tokyo, Japan

BACKGROUND & AIMS: Treatment of large colorectal
neoplasms (>20 mm in diameter) by conventional endoscopic
mucosal resection (EMR) often results in piecemeal resection
that requires further intervention. We evaluated the efficacy of
EMR with circumferential incision (CEMR). METHODS:
From March 2008-July 2009, we resected 24 large colorectal
neoplasms measuring 20-40 mm in diameter by using the
CEMR technique. CEMR was performed by using a ball-tip
bipolar needle knife with a snaring technique. After the injec-
tion of glycerol into the submucosal layer, a circumferential
incision was made, and the neoplasm was resected by snaring.
All lesions that showed a noninvasive pattern were diagnosed by
magnifying chromoendoscopy as adenomas or intramucosal or
submucosal superficial cancers. The number of en bloc resec-
tions and complications and the overall procedure time were
determined. RESULTS: The proportions of en bloc and
2-piece resections by CEMR were 67% (16/24) and 17% (4/24),
respectively. The median (interquartile range) time for CEMR
completion was 40 minutes (30-63 minutes). No postsurgery
complications occurred in any patient. CONCLUSIONS:
CEMR might provide acceptable clinical outcomes for pa-
tients with large colorectal neoplasms. It results in a low
incidence of incomplete treatments and low risk of
complications.

Keywords: Endoscopic Submucosal Dissection; Early Colorectal
Cancer; Therapy.

E ndoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) of colorectal neo-
plasms has attained wide acceptance because of its attrac-
tive clinical advantages of simplicity, rapidity, and low compli-
cation rates.I”” However, lesions exceeding 20 mm in diameter
must often be removed in a piecemeal fashion.®-1° The rate of
recurrence of these tumors is higher than that of those resected
en bloc!"* Most residual or recurrent lesions after piecemeal
EMR (EPMR) are considered to occur because of residual tis-
sues in the outer and inner resection margins. Thus, the inci-
denice of these lesions is expected to increase as the number of
resected specimens increases.

Endoscopic submucosal dissection (ESD) is an established
therapeutic technique for the treatment of gastrointestinal neo-
plasms. Because it is typically completed as en bloc resection,
this technique provides a complete specimen for precise histo-
pathologic evaluation.!4-16 Several reports have indicated that
the frequency of recurrence with ESD is clearly lower than that
with piecemeal EMR.!* However, owing to its technical diffi-

culty, longer procedure time, and increased risk of perforation,
ESD is not as widely used in the treatment of colorectal neo-
plasms as in gastric cancers.!?!8

Although the circumferential incision made during an ESD
procedure after efficient submucosal injection is considered to
be relatively clinically insignificant, reducing the complexity of
the technical processes involved in submucosal dissection
might decrease the overall risk of this procedure. One variation
of this procedure is conventional EMR with circumferential
incision (CEMR), which was first reported as endoscopic resec-
tion with local injection of hypertonic saline-epinephrine by
Hirao et al'® in 1986. The application of this technique to early
gastric cancer has also been reported.?0-2

CEMR might enable en bloc resection or at least fewer
piecemeal resections for large colorectal neoplasms in a manner
that is both safe and relatively rapid. Here we assessed the
clinical outcome of CEMR in patients- with relatively large
neoplasms.

Methods

We retrospectively analyzed the data of all patients
undergoing endoscopic treatment for neoplastic lesions >20
mim in size at the National Cancer Center Hospital from March
2008 -July 2009. Written informed consent to participate was
obtained from all patients who underwent colonoscopy exam-
ination or any form of treatment. CEMR was performed at our
institution according to the following inclusion criteria, which
partially overlap with those for ESD: lesions with a diameter of
20-40 mm (technically unsuitable for conventional EMR) that
displayed a type V pit with a noninvasive pattern. Patients with
lesions displaying an invasive pattern or type III/IV pit under
magnifying chromoendoscopy and those whose lesions were
non-neoplastic, such as large hyperplastic polyps and recurrent/
residual tumors, were excluded.?> Two hundred thirty-six le-
sions >20 mm in diameter were resected by endoscopy (con-
ventional EMR, CEMR, or ESD). Of the 236 lesions, 39
displaying type III/IV pit on magnifying chromoendoscopy
were resected by conventional EMR (en bloc, 26%; piecemeal,

Abbreviations used in this paper: CEMR, endoscopic mucosal resec-
tion with circumferential incision; EMR, endoscopic mucosal resection;
EPMR, endoscopic piecemeal mucosal resection; ESD, endoscopic
submucosal dissection; IQR, interquartile range.
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Figure 1. (A, B) Flat elevated lesion (30 mm) located in the sigmoid colon. {C, D) After submucosal injection of glyoérol, a circumferential incision was
made by using a BB knife. (E, F) After additional submucosal injection, a snaring technique was applied to achieve complete removal. (G) En bloc
resection was achieved with no complications. (H) The mucosal defect was closed completely by using metallic endoclips.

74%). Twenty-four other lesions were resected by CEMR and
173 by ESD.

All procedures were performed by 2 colonoscopists. T.M. had
performed >5000 colonoscopies and therapeutic procedures;
T.S. was a trainee at the National Cancer Center Hospital and
had performed approximately 500 colonoscopies with conven-
tional EMR and >30 colorectal and 50 gastric ESDs. In this
study, T.M. performed 16 CEMR procedures, and T.S. per-
formed 8. With regard to the endoscopic management for
surveillance of residual or recurrent tumors after resection,
follow-up colonoscopy was performed at 6 months in all pa-
tients who underwent piecemeal EMR and at 12 months in
those who underwent en bloc resection. A follow-up colonos-
copy consisted mainly of total colonoscopy focused primarily
on the endoscopic treatment site and the scar site as detected by
chromoendoscopy with magnification. In the absence of recur-
rent or residual tumor, a second colonoscopic surveillance was
performed 12 months after the first one. On detection of the
recurrent or residual tumor, a second surveillance was per-
formed 6 months after the first one, with additional endoscopic
treatment.

CEMR Technique

The CEMR technique is described in Figure 1. Glycerol
is first injected into the submucosal layer around the lesion.
After the injection, a circumferential incision of the mucosa is
made by using a ball-tip bipolar needle knife (BB knife; Zeon
Medical Institute, Tokyo, Japan) 2 mm beyond the tumor mar-
gin. After completion of the incision, an additional submucosal
injection of a relatively large volume (10-20 mL) of glycerol is
administered to maintain elevation of the lesion before initiat-
ing snaring. After the lesion is suitably elevated, the snare is
placed around it via the circumferential incision and tightened.
To prevent perforation, the snare is then loosened slightly
under inflation to avoid grasping the muscular layer. The lesion
is then removed by a conventional snaring technique, primarily

with a 25-mm Snare Master or a 20-mm Spiral Snare (Olympus,
Co, Tokyo, Japan). The electric current used for the circumfer-
ential incision is set to the endocut mode (effect 3, output: 50
W, ERBE ICC-200; ERBE, Tiibingen, Germany), and snaring is
conducted in either the same mode with 120-W outpur or in
forced coagulation mode with 50-W output. If the lesion is
ultimately judged unresectable by this procedure, the treatment
strategy is changed to ESD.

Pathologic Evaluation

All resected specimens were fixed in 10% formalin, cut
into 2-mm slices, and then microscopically evaluated for histo-
logic type, depth of invasion, and cut margins. Lesions resected
in a piecemeal fashion were reconstructed faithfully on the
basis of the mirror endoscopic images obtained before treat-
ment and fixed in formalin.

Statistical Analysis

All values in this study are presented as median (inter-
quartile range [IQR]). All statistical analyses were performed by
using Stata version 10.0 (StataCorp, College Station, TX).

Results

The clinicopathologic features and outcomes are sum-
marized in Tables 1 and 2, respectively. Of the 24 patients, 10
(42%) were men, and the median (IQR) age was 69 years (59-75
years). Three lesions were located in the cecum, 6 in the ascend-
ing colon, 3 in the transverse colon, 3 in the descending colon,
4 in the sigmoid colon, and 5 in the rectum. Morphologically,
11 were polypoid (0-Is, Is+Ila), and 12 were elevated (0-Ila,
Ila+Ilc) and depressed (0-Ilc). Of all the patients, only 1 (4%)
was intraoperatively switched to an ESD procedure because of
unresectability. The median (IQR) time for CEMR completion
was 40 minutes (30-63 minutes), and the respective rates of en
bloc and 2-piece resection by CEMR were 67% (16/24) and 17%
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Table 1. Characteristics of Patients and Lesions

Characteristic Value

Median age, y (IQR) 69 (59-75)
Gender (male/female) 10/14
Median tumor size, mm (IQR) 25 (25-32.5)
Location, n (%)

Colon 19(79)

Rectum 5 (21)
Macroscopic type, n (%)

Protruded, sessile (O-ls, Is+lla) 11 (46)

Superficial, elevated (O-lla, lla+llc) 12 (50)

Superficial, shallow, depressed (O-lic) 1(4)
Invasion depth, n (%)

LGIN 7 (29)

HGIN 17 (71)

Submucosa 0(0)

HGIN, high-grade intraepithelial neoplasia; LGIN, low-grade intraepi-
thelial neoplasia.

(4/24), respectively. The en bloc resection rate was similar be-
tween operators; that of T.M. was 69% (11/16) and that of T.S.
was 63% (5/8) (P = .585). The clinical characteristics of the
patients receiving en bloc and piecemeal resection are summa-
rized in Table 3. Regarding tumor size, almost all en bloc
resected tumors were <30 mm in diameter, whereas most
piecemeal EMR cases were >30 mm. No complications such as
perforation, bleeding, or other clinical symptoms such as severe
abdominal pain or high fever related to CEMR were observed.
Histopathologically, 17 patients (71%) had high-grade intraepi-
thelial neoplasia, and 7 (29%) had low-grade intraepithelial
neoplasia. On histopathologic evaluation of the cut margin, RO
resection was achieved in 4 cases, whereas 4 were R1 and 16
were Rx. Of all the 16 en bloc resection cases, 4 were evaluated
as RO, 4 as Rl, and 8 as Rx procedures. No recurrence or
residual tumors were noted on follow-up colonoscopy between
6 and 12 months after CEMR.

Discussion

Here we assessed the clinical outcome of CEMR in
patients with relatively large neoplasms. The advantages of

Table 2. Summary of Clinical Outcomes

Parameter Value
Complete CEMR, n (%) 23 (96)

Change to ESD, n (%) 1(4)

Median CEMR procedure duration, min (IQR) 40 (30-63)
En bloc or piecemeal CEMR, n (%)
En bloc 16 (67)
2-piece 4(17)
3-piece 2(1)
4-piece 1(4)
Complications, n (%)
Perforation 0(0)
Delayed bleeding 0(0)
Resection status
RO 4(17)
R12 4(17)
Rx 16 (66)
Incidence of recurrence, n (%) 0(0)

3All R1 cases were lateral margin (+).
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Table 3. Clinical Characteristics Between En Bloc Resection
and Piecemeal EMR

En bloc Piecemeal EMR

Tumor size, n (%)

20-30 mm 15 (94) 3(38)

31-40 mm 1(6) 5(62)
Location, n (%)

Colon 11 (69) 8(100)

Rectum 5(31) 0(0)
Magcroscopic type, n (%)

Protruded, sessile (O-ls, Is+lia) 8 (50) 3(38)

Superficial, elevated (0-lla, lla+lic) 7 (44) 5(62)

Superficial, shallow, depressed (0-lic) 1 (6) 0(0)

using this procedure over conventional EMR for large sessile
lesions has already been reported by Moss et al.* In that study,
the rate of en bloc resection (70%) reflected the convenience of
its use for imaginary lesions of porcine colon sized 40 X 40
mm. In our study, the en bloc resection rate was unexpectedly
low (68%), yet the objective lesions were relatively smaller than
those of the study by Moss et al. Thus, the low en bloc resection
rate might have been attributable to the lesion configuration.
Half of the cases were 0-Ila type lesions or the so-called laterally
spreading tumors (nongranular type); these are sometimes dif-
ficult to raise by submucosal injection because of the develop-
ment of submucosal fibrosis, and they have recently been con-
sidered as good indicators of the need for ESD. Combining the
number of en bloc and 2-piece resections increases the total rate
of these procedures to 84%. We believe that few-piece resections
might be clinically acceptable because the resected specimen
can be retrieved completely, and the lesion is easy to reconstruct
from 2 or 3 specimens, allowing the almost complete evaluation
of histopathologic features from the reconstructed lesion.
Moreover, this procedure was used for lesions diagnosed as
noninvasive neoplasms by pit pattern analysis, which is consid-
ered the most reliable method with regard to the evaluation of
depth. Taken together, our findings suggest that CEMR might
be efficient for the resection of large colorectal tumors that are
difficult to remove via en bloc resection by conventional EMR.

Achievement of RO resection with an adequate circumferen-
tial horizontal margin is the most desirable result from a
curative point of view. However, most colorectal neoplasms are
considered to develop via the adenoma-carcinoma sequence,
and most lesions arise from the epithelium without chronic
inflammation such as ulcerative colitis. Compared with early
gastric cancers, the lesion margin can be recognized clearly, and
marking during the endoscopic procedure is not required. In
our series, the RO resection rate was only 17% despite the
achievement of en bloc resection. We made a marginal incision
2 mm beyond the tumor margin in both CEMR and ESD
procedures without marking coagulation. As a consequence, the
margin of the lesion might be easily affected by burning. In the
case of detection of any burning by histologic analysis in any of
the sliced tissue specimens, the horizontal margin was evalu-
ated as “tumor cell (*).” This might explain the occurrence of
Rx resection cases despite achievement of en bloc resection.
However, we do not consider this issue to be clinically signifi-
cant. Because the margin of a colorectal neoplasm is very easily
detected by indigo-carmine spraying, it can be recognized dur-
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ing marginal incision. Hence, a vertical margin that was nega-
tive for tumor cells and whose depth was limited to the intra-
mucosa and superficial submucosa (<1000 wm) without
lymphovascular infiltration by histologic evaluation was con-
sidered a curative resection. Nevertheless, no sign of recurrence
was seen at the first follow-up colonoscopy in any case, sug-
gesting that the pathologic findings for the vertical margin of
the resected specimen are of no clinical significance. Moreover,
we previously reported that most residual tumors can be cured
with additional endoscopic treatment such as the simple coag-
ulation method or conventional polypectomy, despite the pres-
ence of recurrent or residual tumor, provided proper surveil-
lance is conducted after piecemeal EMR.

In addition to its reduced procedure time and decreased risk
of perforation compared with ESD, owing to the omission of
the submucosal dissection process, our CEMR procedure has
several other advantages. First, the addition of a circumferential
incision might reduce the risk of residual tumors because re-
sidual or recurrent tumors are believed to develop from rem-
nant tumor tissues from the resected margin. Determining the
blind side margin and confirming the presence of residual
tumor after resection during conventional EMR with relatively
large lesions are sometimes difficult because of the influence of
ablation. After circumferential incision, however, the snare can
be easily placed along the incision, and the tumor margin can
be cut reliably. Second, this procedure is achievable with the
technical competence of trainees. Third, complete resection of
the tumor allows a thorough histologic analysis to be per-
formed. This type of analysis is important for a better under-
standing of the characteristics of colorectal neoplastic lesions
and for identifying good indicators for the CEMR procedure.

Indication for CEMR hitherto relies on lesion size only. In
the present study, we performed CEMR for lesions measuring
20-40 mm, and the 8 patients in whom we were unable to
achieve either en bloc resection or complete CEMR had lesions
>35 mm. This greater reliability with slightly smaller lesions
suggests that CEMR is most suitable in lesions measuring
20-30 mm. In their series, Uraoka et al?® reported that larger
tumor size is associated with an increased risk of submucosal
invasion, except for the laterally spreading tumor granular
uniform type; indeed, precise identification of the deepest pen-
etration area was difficult in 30% of the laterally spreading
tumor nongranular type submucosal cancers. Thus, lesions
with a high chance of piecemeal resection, particularly laterally
spreading tumor nongranular type lesions, should first be con-
sidered for ESD.

Notwithstanding the above-mentioned advantages, intro-
duction of the CEMR procedure in the clinic might find some
obstacles. First, a complete circumferential incision might hin-
der dissection into the submucosal layer because of the layer’s
inability to retain the injected submucosal fluid and the diffi-
culty in maintaining a clear visual field. If the treatment pro-
cedure is changed to ESD, the level of technical difficulty might
accordingly increase. Considering these limitations, the best
strategy appears to be a careful observation of the lesion to
determine the optimal treatment method in view of the skills of
the individuals involved. Second, the CEMR procedure was
performed by 2 endoscopists in a single center. Therefore, its
technical acceptability by or safety for the general endoscopist,
particularly those who are less experienced, is not guaranteed.
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In conclusion, CEMR might represent an effective and un-
complicated procedure for treating relatively large colorectal
neoplasms. The technique is clinically simple and has the same
short treatment time as conventional EMR. Validation of this
procedure awaits additional prospective or multicenter investi-
gation.
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Abstract

Endoscopic submucosal dissection is a challenging tech-
nique that enables en-bloc resection for large colorectal
tumors, as laterally spreading tumors, particularly diffi-
cult, if the ileocecal valve and terminal ileum is involved.
Herein, we report on one of 4 cases. The procedures,
using a bipolar needle knife (B-Knife) to reduce the per-
foration risk and carbon dioxide instead of conventional
air insufflation for patient comfort, achieved curative
resections without any complications.

© 2012 Baishideng. All rights reserved.
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INTRODUCTION

Laterally spreading tumors (LSTs)" are mainly located in
the cecum and rectum and endoscopic mucosal resection
(EMR) is the therapeutic choice™ because of their lower
incidence of submucosal (sm) invasion. Involvement of
the ileocecal valve with possible spreading to the terminal
ileum, howevet, complicates the EMR and resulting in
piecemeal resection in which persistent recurrence leads
to surgery even for adenomas and intramucosal cancers',
In addition, the thin wall of the narrow ileum increases
the risk of petforation during EMRY.

Our experience suggests that the well-established endo-
scopic submucosal dissection (ESD) also produces good
results in colorectal cases as in eatly gastric cancer treat-
ment. Unlike the stomach, colonic ESD presents high
tisk of complications” and increased patient discomfort.
These factors motivated us to develop better techniques
to achieve successful ESDs such as using a bipolar needle
knife (B-Knife® Zeon Medical Co. Tokyo, Japan)® to
reduce the risk of perforation and carbon dioxide (CO2)
instead of conventional air insufflation for patient com-
fort”.

In the present report, we desctibe our expetience and
the utlity of using ESD on one of 4 complete resections
of large LSTs (70 mm in diameter) involving the ileocecal
valve and terminal ileum.

CASE REPORT

A 76-vear-old woman was referred to our hosoital for




