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Abstract

Cancer control entered a new phase in Japan with the approval of the second Basic Plan to Promote
Cancer Control Programs in June 2012. The improvement of cancer care is strongly required by people,
especially patients, and great expectations are placed on the roles of designated cancer hospitals, which
play central roles in cancer care.

Based on the second Basic Plan, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare will revise the
“Guidelines for Establishing Designated Cancer Hospitals.”
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