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Study on the policy formation process on long term care in the East
Asia:
Report for Fiscal 2012 (Study Supported by the Health Science Research Grants
from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

(Study Project for Promotion of Policy Sciences)

Trends of Income Distribution in Japan ;comparison with Korea and Taiwan:

From mid-1980s to last-2000s '
Katsuhisa Kojima, National Institute of Population and Social Security Research

1. Introduction

The living standard of Japanese has improved as a result of the rapid economic
growth since the second half of the 1960s. Since then, Japan has been regarded to be
"Society of Equality" with small income differences. However, Tachibanaki (1998)
pointed out that while the degree of income distribution in Japan had remained rather
equal in the first 30 years after the WW2, it has started to become unequal from the
early 1980’s. International comparison shows that Japan belongs to the group with
greater inequality comparing the Scandinavian countries (e.g., Sweden) and the some
European countries (Germany and the Netherlands). Based on these facts, Tachibanaki
concluded: The degree of income distribution in Japan is not as equal as we had
believed. This conclusion makes us expect that the "equality" myth would be shattered
sooner or later.

That view has provoked many arguments. Notably, Ohtake said that income

difference in Japan are on a medium level among developed countries and that the most

1 In this paper, we have quoted and used the results of the tabulation using the micro-data of the data of
the " Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions " by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
(MHLW), which were made as the part of the " Study on the policy formation process on long term care
in the East Asia", a study project supported by the MHLW's Health Science Research Grants (Study
Project for Promotion of Policy Sciences) for fiscal 2012-2014. It also referred to the similar tabulations
of other studies that the author had been involved. The author would like to express their deep gratitude to
the people who gave them cooperation in the quotation and use of these results.
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