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Critical Study on the Singapore’s Family Law
Reforms towards the Improvement of the
Status of Women

Alsa KIYOSUE*

The aim of this article is to critically examine the effects and significance of
the Women’s Charter, which is the Singapore’s new family law enacted in
1961, being modeled after the British family law, in order to improve the sta-
tus of women and to prohibit polygamous marriage, in comparison with the
marriage systerns recognized under the British colonial rule, in accordance with
each ethnic custom or religion.

In the first part of this article, I discussed how the principles of the applica-
tion of English law in the colonial Singapore had made marriages contracted
under each ethnic custom or religion valid, showing the actual marriage forms
conducted by Chinese and Indian immigrants and Malays .

In the later part of this article, I reviewed the process of the enactment of
the Women’s Charter and its purpose, the new marriage form provided in the
arficle 8 and 22, and rights and duties of husband and wife provided in the ar-
ticle 46 and 48 from the gender perspectives.

In the conclusion, I analyzed whether or not the Singapore’s family law re-
form in 1961 could bring the true women’s liberation into Singapore society,
indicating an agenda which is necessary for the current Singapore government

to tackle with.

* Muroran Institute of Technology, Hokkaido, Associate Professor
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PP TRl =3 FTCLOMEICFART 4 v 7 - N4 F v RE
(Domestic Violence Act 19905 HIZI N TR, FARXT 4 v 7 -3
A Ay 2BTF. V) 2w, )IOBBEEXBETLI L2 ENET
DT L R SAE - FHBTELATERD, HARTE, REE
P OBRAOBIERUBESENREICET 2 58, »2001FIcHES
. 2004% X 200TENHE LM CREIC V> Twb, KRTEET S
Sy FE—LIEB W, DVIKET 2 Mz L BB wERHIEERT
Wb On, BEMLREETH L LHEES, (Women's Charter)s”
1980E IR E I NI, DVBEEREN-HONFEH»BE VA EN
P E7. 1996 CIThNAEENRENEICE. BTRE LT &
BoRE, (H64%ks LE6TR)PENVAIN, RBE»LOBRNNEYE
L. R, F. RBEMKk EBEOLCBEICLIIRNOWEEE
WIET B N ENERr T ENT,

AKEOBIE., TPTRBATHREWEBE»DVESG 773 —
NAFV Y RAOWEENOBIFCHIMATER > R-ALICBFBE
HENRESBITEONELR/M L b, HAMKSE Mz oo, 4

* EEHTEAFERFERTFHERERR

1) BECRERTEE . 1986FIFART 4 v 7 - 34 4 L > 2 &H(Domestic
Violence Ordinance) 7Sl &8 Twnb, iz, RETE 1992 FiICHRE e TH
A BAAERTESREE, 1251 T DV 0B &k E» DV BiEn o0
BrrodlepHEEIN TR,
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BORFEICHEFLREELERRL TN IERLH D, P A R-LOKIE
HERDVEEL 77 I — N4 L RICONTOEBKEIET 5 0%
FEICIES o AR NDOHERERREEOMFEB L > TR ENTE
N. ZNETCKRZOREBHFEE L - TEEBEINTER, Lolh
o, AECEEHEL2EZLHABLLIFRIBHS TELNTE
N2, EERNEWIEZH D00, HIREWEORFE L (EEEL D
EEELCW2RENHER. BATIRIZLALERZEITS %]
BEICWE->Twd, FOEEELDE. ABTY > RN OEHE
FRBATHIERBRELBERIDHDE WAL,
UTngIECH., tREBOBENLMETT L 2oHEENE2 R
L. ¢ EIIE Tk, 1980 & 1996 FENTHESE~NDVEE L7 7 3
J— N4 F L AHELKEOEANEL 2 EHL Tn, FIVET
. 1996 NWIEIC L DL 773 ) — - N4 F L ADERPHE
. BFERHE L BREOBRENEH, WEEsFETE B REFE
%ﬁ ERSEREICHTT HINTAHE. BLUBEECHT 2200k
BERGICOWTEELT 2 2 & T, 1980FENHIEIC L &0 B & o g
EBWIRESNALARPEENTHAEE2HLAL T, &KE
THHIEVETIE., 5B FR—-NEZBFET7 73— - /\4 Fr
>R DWTHOEBERICET 2RERRTT 5,

2) //ﬁfv*wd)%.ﬁkiz*ﬁ’ DV#&t77 30— - S4AL>RICBET5HBBKERB
ALTwBHABICLBELHVPHREEL LCE. ROLOPHETLND,
%ﬁf//ﬁf—wuﬁw5ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁmmmm%ﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁf5ﬂﬂ%
Z2z, | "EMELEERE £ 14 5(201D), BMAELLEEFEFRET. 183-204 H,
NEFELEFASERD "B 10E Lo rR—-AERE . WP TEBTEE
By bORIOMEETALICET 2 HEREE, (2008), 7586 B, KHEDL H2
BT UTRBIAFRENENIBHEECENRE~-FENEVBEEEZPLEL
~, . MEEASEAERELS  LRALHES TEAEN~OLIHET
3 EAER OERN BRSO W T HRERRE,; (2000). 817 H,
AR, B 23 EEEEFHHEHREEHE(ERERETMERER [BRM
SEHETREE] VOR s FT CERL 2TERE HK - v oa®—n - &F
DD VBFIE E EBFTF IR 5 LBk, BEEFS @ H23-BOK-EF-01
2. MMEREE  BREW. FRH/ESE  BEHEPORRN—ETH b,

3
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I. B HREEE L TOREEREL 2 oflEEH

THEEE., AXVAOEBBRBETH> 2196 1IECHEI N >
R—=NDERBFREENZETH B, AENZI963FICA X 24 5
ML, wu—y TEBRND—ME - 7zh. 19655FEICFEH 2 &5 Bk L
WAERE L 72, KHEEBEBZZOHELUE, ¥ o R— LBkl
MNEZEZFECHEICWI5 FTRIEENSZ &%, 19674, 1980
. 1996F 2% @ N KB BUE 2 & L HEEENC b 72 2 BUE % & TR
ENTE:,

AR NICREEBENI I, &2 TREEOBERCHET
33, (Guardianship of Infants Act)® TF & DETHHICEIT 215,
(Adoption of Children Act). 'M#iBk#EE, (Maintenance Parents
Act). T2z LERITE, (Administration of Muslim Law Ac)ENHK
BICEET2%EL b o4, ABERBRHEL 20BEEFEEZRLETS
2186KB L U2 REL, L L P EENLREELE L THEIIT6NT
Wb, BEEICIZEUR BISC. $B2UR —k—EE. F3MR BEOBIT,
EARE SHBE. £5F BEORTIERCET 2HAB LML £
6 KEEOEFEEH. BUR FEORE. B8FE ErTrbicH
T 3EE. FOR BEGSOBRT. EI0RELE BB, FAFE2E HEH
B. A%3% SWoEs), FE4E BHERFLEFROBRE L TEL
LHENS. AFE4AE SEICBT 2 EHEBRFRFROERE L £
U3 MERA. FESE Frioignt. FFEeE —RERE. £11R %
LBk 558, 12iF AL FIHRIEEH»EES N T 28K
LR GRE N EE). HE2RRCGRRENBMICRKS &N 5 FAE) D R
SNTwb

THEE m%mﬁmu VEBESTNOLERE L L CEHE AL
Fx - FaA{ i (Chan Choy Siong)iE»°196043A6H Ick»
N-FABEENBEHICB AT, AU AEIBELLRO LS ITEEL
ki, TEEFECE-TREINIEFIZET L2 L 2TEEL

4) GHEEEF 1961 2 A 22 Hi28 18 &fl(ordinance 18 of 196D & L THIES
. WE9 A 16 AICiEITa Rk, HELEHES X ) RELXNOBBETH 22
L b, TEBHSTHES N EEIILF(Ordinance) & FEIFN Tz, MIZLL
BIHEINIERZI At EEREINZ L Jch o7,
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L. #oBENERLCRBEER AL LTI 8, BLU TReEFZE
DIEREFBIC B CFEL MM EFTL2 2L 2TEEL T2 b0 —%
—ZEBEEHET S, JECHo1, Thbb, 4% A ERBERC
BEREVBESRBERL D EDWTRBO LN T n2—RBEH 2 1L$ 5
ZET, TRENEFIZREL. ABFCHEEEL BT It 20E
BAE PN T 726,

THEBENEREHE —k—FBL 20 L5 L BWOEIT L BE
HEL. BHE. BEIEE 0N EY. FENRE, ELTF L 0EkE,
TR LRI T 2 ERNUTCHEES 2 BEB L OEEL, 2722
NHICMHEET 2RREE HET 220D, (Act to Provide for Monogamous
Marriages and for the Solemnization and Registration of Such
Marriages; to Amend and Consolidate the Law Relating to Divorce,
the Rights and Duties of Married Persons, the Protection of Family,
the Maintenance of Wives and Children and the Punishment of
Offences Against Women and Girls; and to Provide for Matters
Incidental thereto)D TH 545, I Z TL HWIC—k—FEBRBMH ST
LEEFICOWTERENTWwWENIE, FROTEENE2ELT2HTE
5, TnH 2T, BECHBEDENCER. EL Ty nEkBESEnE
BT AFEHEHETIETHL I EFBONTnE, "HUHES,
JEHE Y RN T B EL N T2 BHRTIEL ., AEILT
REZNTWEIERTWBHTH D, ZOBKICL, —kSEFEEL ||
TUEDAENREZR L E T ANEENIPRBEINTHEENE LS,
BB, ART—LELTNLELAR ADBHEEGCETL R —n
EP L= TORIEIRLETHTEML THEEICHL TIE, H 2
BENEL GEENTCEITEN, BHEENLZE@ICHL T, AEEn
B2y L EOR. F10M. BILURIBIELIS2LIFHEAI N 2 &8
FESLEIAIC L » THEENTWE, Lizd»T, AR AL B—%

S) Singapore Legislative Assembly Debates (6 April 1960). Legislative Assembly
Debates State of Singapore Official Report, Vol.12, No.7, Singapore, Col.443.
B, MKBREDF vy Fad  PACEBREKIBEERILRSECLER
2, ABRANRENHMRIE., BEFRICWEZNCWIERE D LCEEH T2
LNTH 5,

0) TURBENHTEEWOHEMCEL ik, FBE 2 olB 2 BBEN L,

T MRREEEICL S,

VUARTIUIBIT BT 7 LU= NAFL LRI BRI OME L At0EE 07

ZEER. RAEBCEICBHETEZWEY . BECLHED LA TN
5,

I ZEEEE T 73— S4FL o 2BEEdag

1, 19804EDMIF —DVEBESIEDE A

1980F I A EBEND KB R EHLTHN2BIC, 19765EIC 4 ¥ ) 2 T
HEE N2 DV L SEFESEE, Domestic Violence and Matrimonial
Proceedings Act 1976)% 7Lk L T, DVIcBI+ 2 &IB(E68% 7 5
ET0R)H5E M & 729,

1980F1H18H I N A EZENRIEEICE T 5 BHEESDS
KBV, T7=v F - =y X—(Ahmad Mattar)it &R AE (EEE) A,

ERD L HDEE5AGD L EECEIEFIEL FLLOREN RDOR
RERTTIMFZEARCE 2030 Tho, RPREN LI
LIEFLERRCH L CRIDE2525Fb 05, Lib-T. 2nkin
BEIERCRE2RET 20082 RS T oA R2FFcE 2
BT LDy DA~z E S I, WIEK DENAZNECSKITR
NOBE*ZI T2 RBERST2RET L0, THREMF
(Subordinate Courts)»INEHE T b EEZIH L TREGS +BE+
BIlERODBLNTHoR2, ZOBENEEEE T, BWEZEMCTH S
I BEBNEMEEMCHA S &, HH b el BEES L
TndREENDFH N1z,

AEIEI iofﬁ)\?ﬂf’ﬁg%%ngi’g%tiéﬁnpﬂi TEREE
45, (protection order) & TEE# & »iBEMS, (domestic exclusion
order), ¥ &V AW, (expedited order)h LRSI LTz, F
Faa, DVOMEE#ETIAL LTI LCRIRITELCE L

8) 19794 5 Al HREFrERIC FiEs ., 1980 F 6 AIzFBEECER % &Nz,
1981 6 A 1 H» & JE1T,

9) “Appendix IV”, in Report of the Select Committee on the Women’s Charter
(Amendment) Bill [Bill No. 23/79], 1980, Singapore, p.47. FERIZESIC L 5,
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LIl HLVWRBAFTETL EEBT 2T 2130, o
BHFBETARTICRHLTCRAETELR). BH2TET 28> L2
NF2L5C, MEEVZNEL2HEELWLEFHIF T2 & &8ET
EABEZ2EBLDOTH->210, L Lhhsb, THREFAFRCE - CH
SO LN E2HiciE, EMAFERCHEECL>TENLE ) 2R
FRBEEFIT LI ERZEHEL LTS 6T, BIZARE - TRF
LIS WEHETh- 72, $72. ZOBARBILEDE IR, s
TEYEA L BRIOTECRESN T Wik, FECHT 2 EHTIR
Tl DEMSLCEBEHH RN EZT T RBEIRE KL
3% 5 7o 7212,

BEGS LG, WEE» TN E THREESCTF L —FBICEATCH2ER
PHBETEIEEROLN). BEEHFGZFOEBCALZE2ELETS
LOTHN, Fo—FATHEEFZNE I REBIC A7), EAHT
BIEEMEZEIADLIEERDIATLZEL LN TH - 113, £F
DEEENETH Do b) B RESNIAGHIE. FEENLE
TEBEAERTILOREELHE TS, LarLlhrs, RAas
FMEZFRATETELE. 2 LEEN2TETEE L& IR
M., D2 BESINEREGSCERLLZRREIELRZSZT, &5
B ARTHIMELZIC L - TRARHNLEG 2 AL LN ER H
BEELUAICERESEN T -2, Lir-T, HELLTEELT
WTh, HEErAaS2AL CEERKREMET L 2nici, @
HEEDAN— AT, BEYHIHETEZ 0T - 72,
MHEHS, Lk, BOTCEELHEELRETI kDb T
BEEIBWT., X AR LIDZEENALCLE T IHFINELDOT
b, 28HMH2 REREGSORICRICHALEERICHT LRANT
NEMHIEELETHOEMICHE-> T, REFSLRBICMELICHL
TENOTEELEL LI ICRDDZEHNTELLDTH - 219,

10) Leong Wai Kum(a), Principles of Family Law in Singapore, Butterworths
Asia, Singapore, Malaysia and Hong Kong, 1997, p.405.

11) Ibid.
12) Ibid, p.406.
13) Ibid, p.405.
14) Ibid.
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Zn &k JIZIBOFENTIEIC L » CTDVHEEZ RET L 2ONEED
ErLEERE L, REAI NS, ERL 2k 5 KB EE»E
OTRESIN 2L DELR>TBY ., FLENCEAGRENGE L&
WIS -T2, T2, AFEROMEBICHT 5 LTHEFrHET
BhnEnWIRELR -0, 200D, FHEEDHBEERBRIIBANT
BFEETFELHEODVEHFE > CELHEEEZBLL. DEHCRET L Z
EWTERWRESEL, BEHICI AL NEESAsED R EIATH
BLRbHENFEBENE LIS o, L Lhds, —HCHEKIER
S UHR—NMICBITBDVEREICEITE e o w5 ACHM
FTRELDTIH-T2E bbb, EbICiE, T TEERHBIRICE -
CDVBERAEA T - 21980 L w5 DO TR VBB T, DVEE
ErRETLLHOOEENFIREN T PICWEREE)AIN D L%
ELdE oA R—NICBITRERERT P TIRBIT 2 EBTHLE
FEL oI EBBETET., FOAICBWTLEHTNEHESET
Btz

2. 1996EDWE—ETiR "FRIEDEE, DEA -V 5iBE

1994F I v AR—=NHFHDTMAL Tz =T TR AR
FA4 w7 o NLFvyAESHEERALZEEZFITFID, Lo AR—LT
LML 72773 )— - N4 ALy REOHELZROLBENEE -
e ENDAZYTT 4 72FBCLDE, WEE., 03 2=7 1 HARA.
R, BLUy IR ERBHFHES(Singapore Council  of
Women’s Organisations)? LR E N2 T —7 - I N—T7 &L EFB TE
HantesrInsy b - v 4o Kanwaljit Soin)FHE Th 7219, L

15) Ibid., pp.405-406.

16) Ibid., p.407.

10 =v—YTOFART 4 v 7 N4 AV 2EOHEERICE, vy rr®—nE
DL E2ICEAR NGO # 5% 2BECENENESIC L » . B~z
PSR 3N Z EXEBBEN Ty 5, Kumaralingam Amirthalingam, “A
Feminist Critique of Domestic Violence Laws in Singapore and
Malaysia”, Asia Research Institute Working Paper Series, No.§, Asia
Research Institute, National University of Singapore, 2003, p.17.

18) Ibid., p.17.
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L b, TOEENFBELILUFL»L, P AR—ALTYz X —F
Sy 7z H DEB E et C & 72 EFRAWARE(Association of Women for
Action and Research)19iZ, 19855 » 5 74 — S 4RV -7 a v 7%
BT 2 CNDVICBET 2 ARATOEE X v v ~—> 2EHL. DV
Y 3 EHIEOHEICFEIT CERLIFEH 2 T-> T 20,

19959 A ICESI > Ty vy b - VA4 >itdk-T 773 ) — -
N4 AL v AEZE, (Family Violence BilDas k& 7z, chEF Tk
S LHEENODVEESE CE W THEERELT I N TR L L.
LHEZLRMNDVEEL 773 — - N[ ALy RCEBLLREED
HEZHET IO Th- 72, AEER L -~ TEHEE > FF—-NLTL
DRRAICGERTEZ LS5iIc, BEZMAZLDTH-7220, Larl%i
A, FEEZIGEILACH s M ESICBT 2 F2EENERNE
KWBWTREE T -7222, Z0BICI980EN;IE & FfFic tEEL I,
ETH5ZET. DVEETL 773 — _AF Vv RICHETEH L2k
BEEEDRDODREBAT v 7HEDLNEZ EICR »72, 199641
AicEScEERN -ABEEEEEIZ. 1996F8A EFICKRIRS
. 19975 A T & iz,

1996F N HHBEENHFEICE - T, 1980FENHIERICE Y AEN2E
6847 LETOEI BRI N, Kb ) ICETHR "KEOGRE, (F6ikr s
HETR)HBAZI N, AROLrIcid. BRE T 5777 31— - 54
TV RERNEELZETFNE L CHELNALHELR N AT N2, [

19) AWARE i3, Lo A~ TESFBEI N TWERILEEZ T 2oiciE, Y=
YE—BEERHO I X = FEDIEUD TN —T RERT B EHNLE
ThbENRFEH L bIc k- T, 1985F 11 A 25 Hc ERicHER 2
Nz7xi=2 A& THE, BREIGBREICWRZZET, ¥ rE—LIEBT
LV X—FERENLONOT FRA L — 2T 5 ERABIC, ZEnlHD~
NT5 4 RERNNDEEZENT DRy T4 BB TELELT, K
NEHOTBEHRT-Twnd, PAL7NI vy - VA BRI I91ELL
1993 FiL T CRIBGARETH » 72, AEGRD Y = 794 Ficid, BB
AT ENT B, hitpfwww.aware.org.sg/(20124E 9 A 30 H7 7 € &),

20) Kumaralingam Amirthalingam, op.cit., p.17.

21) Leong Wai Kum(a), op.cit., p.409.

22) Singapore Parliamentary Debates, Official Report (2 November 1995),
Vol.65 No.2, Singapore, col 209.

23)_Chau Wing Cheong, “Latest Improvements to the Women’s Charter :
Women's Charter(Amendment)Act 1996, Singapore Journal of Legal
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HEICL D, 1980FENHEENHETH » R EINEHESFEEI NS
SZnHFEIrKECEES R, BEEZ IV E(RETCZZZ LI
72,
1996FENHKEICE N, ¥ o A R—NTRE@BES v — F F—7c L HHE
HERIIHLEPLZITLENTHEDVOOPEENGRENAZHIE
THEBETH L. DV ECRENTREZ 2L L2 HMEN 7 7 =2
J— NAF L ARG T 2BENELNDE I LI » T2, 2D &I
DVRREEFICHL TEIIEZ2EL TV I HRERELX>Tnwd, 77
T = RNL AV RABREGBRREN -T2, THEDAENR
HriEFlom bz L TERNE L CHER R THEBEN L2,
THNBEELIEFROICE 77 I )~ NL AV REHETE2ER
Fa W CHRAN TR E2 T2t B+ABFMcETZ w2 L5,
TFIN— - NAF U RERFBN L o R T 0ELBBAE. EE
DEBRNBECHT 2B dboten i ENE. TLATT
Fovs—- 22x(Abdullah Tarmugd 2 3 = =7 ¢ BIFAEEERD
ICEBRE®ERILD, FL2ERFLLINL. AEOEELEETS
FEABBCBEL T EBENE T FEIN 5 TH - 1220, ¥
v A R—IZ19955E3 A I KB H 5 RIE 2 BP0V ICEL D # 5 RIERK
HFARBELTB N, $2EEI0B IR LIRS 2HHEL €
Wb, AWM., 773 — - "L AL 2ABEEIFESICEES
NEBARAICZENTEY., ThHFEESLLHEELTEILNZ LD
B3, Ffe, FOZERTT IV S F VI ARFTEEREL
TOHRELHBICEL 23N LTE(FMTE 329,

LIFCit, ZHEBZCETRELTMZSNAREOAS, T bbb

Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Singapore, Singapore, December
1996, p.559.

24) WHEBERE QGA FAxT4v7  ~{5L> Rk REESVIEERHE?2
MR, (EHE. 2004). 14 H,

25) Singapore Parliamentary Debates, Official Report (2 November 1995),
op.cit., col.184.

26) Leong Wai Kum(a), op.cit., p.409.

27) FEHPIFTIEY v 7 HE— 1O THERPIFT2HET 2 —2nRAFTE L TREDT
LNTwd, 1997 F 11 ACRRERAFTN I "RENEE L REDM,
(Family Transformation and Protection Unit)h*fRE & 7z,

28) Kumaralingam Amirthalingam, op.cit., p.17.
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TO7730— NAFLyRACHTEERENDEMCOATAHAT N
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V. BiTo77 3 ) — - 84 Vv > RDTES L HSEE.
BRERE NG, B X UBIETFE

1. 773 ) — - N4 F Ly 2DEE L FEE

@D 7730 —  N{FLADER

TTIU— N A vy ADERIF, AEEEF64RICL > T, LT
NEODITETH B EEFHEEIN TV 529,
O BENMZ W LEBEAMN S 2T, KEOCBREICKHL TEEN
BENEWEDPEDLIE, BB WEBEILEIET B,
@ BEZFEBITIERTEEM) Thh, BB T
WRTHA IR bbb, 20k RITAICL » THE
NERECBELZAbELZ L,
@ RENBHENEBRICRL T, #20EZTHICELES L T
MET 2z,
@ FHEOWHREICH L TMLWERE L 2LT I 2ERL T,
HBWEEFILBETHEDLI L R2H > TnLrs, FNEIC
XL TR @R b 21T S 2 &,
DTFCid., 20 BEHEZTERICO~THBEIICBES LA T D
Lict s,

@ BE. EX2EGE. BLIUER IR

THEERCARIC L), BE LR TARWLEREE I, KE%

BlEBILAEN, hEVWRFEBLREBICERE L, EEESNT W

29) AR THENL T2 AUBEEE A ZCHEZINT W ERIRFEOBRENTSE.
HBOER., B8LOHEROELOTIRIZEEICL S,
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5, BELUSNODBRANCHELIERIARD P ERENL T W
. REZFMEEFTCBTHERGT. THE, s wi)loces
CRREBHATHELEZ LN B30, 5L AICTIEEII95E Mo
WG EREr 52720, EEZFIERILZD. 55 3HE L RE
BB IBEL2EDLELEALENG, EHELCHL, 272, [
EI2ILRERWnFEEEL2EbER), 25 %5 THH5 2
PHIN A LBELALELTEE MBS I2ECL-ESE, Tho
EEHELTWD, 20 4& 5 2HAIRAE323%C L) . 2EUT oZEH
s LIEB,000 > R — L FLUTOEISE, S5 W20 dA%RE5
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TEES20LEERLHBELRLTB N . EFRIIZ(DEEREN X
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BENRSEREPAALEDIT2 2. Q)BT H D WiZHEE. Q4a%
EhRIcfaiL iz D, 208RMIch - T, BEBECEA LR EoEALES
2, WEEBGBEOEBLIT) L TCELLT L L) tBE.
(IOHEFORAEL LICESZ 2EIMcEAL, 20&icw L CHEICE
HifaredlbT I, EhoTwd, FAEI2NED HEICE 2
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31) 7L, FIEE 3235, AESHMETHEZINTWA Yy —RITiFEA I L W,
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Lt 2,500 FLUTOES, brwidzofAzilesnsd; EHREL WS,
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2LRbLIBIE Ao Tninbnn, EEEEBITERES D IE
b6l I8 BRNEELELEsEBEI T HEXICZNIT
BT b BE G, 10U TOZEEF, 55 »idFEn v LIZHET
L. b LRI hbsnufizhbeiiorfebnsg, (3045 [
bl )Z itk > Tind,

(3) TYEs TYULE., BLUErbe

T 3405 "FAHLEE, 2 BECHBELOHBEZEL (o
ErBBLES ET B ER2HFR LS L HER LT, Z0EETY
KHRT 28, EEBELTwD, £, F5E339%: RULE, %
"TnEIBET 2HEFFH2REIC. FOELEOHFAICEITCLES
WL HICT R0, MBICET2FETL 26 EEELTWS,
TULESEE LBz, AFE3425Ic L » TIEUTOBEF. 5 it
3,000 > A HR— L FALTOE®, L RFzoEArBELNE, &~
BiWEE L zEE, AE3MILct - T, 1ELToOSEEN. 52 i
1,500 > 7R~ FALTOE®, b L k20l ArfeEsn 5,
TR 2 i H ) IBL Tk, IMEENIIC L FENC L ER S
I Twhnd, THETETACHETEEP»LREL CE 20

BWEBELELEII LRI LRANLFTEALBELELERES. 65
UTnZEERF 2w Lk 10,000 FALUTOHS, 32w 20@hsfesi
5 EFHELTWS,
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TH 53, HEIRIF(AFF & 1)) (Miscellaneous Offences[Public
Order and Nuisance)lAct) DE13A%IE. MhoBiow L s ¢ %
L7z, TREFRERL &N, BlLAZE5220 42BN 2HE -7, &
BdH 5B EEHMT. BRES25L5%. 2wz oBwe, 3L
(REBEMNTRESCIRIE -2 T51T4, (AL [a] )8 wcstL <.
5,000y > R~ FLE2BELWHETEHSZRTI e TEBELT
nwd, Lol, 2L IR @Er o8 bBEEETEONKEERE
HEINTwE», YOAR-NVDEREETH L4 XY 2 Tit. Tk
TEOBESICE TN, 199TFIC ™hI2 4> o bnBRECET
%, (Protection From Harassment Act 1997 % #IE L. #EHiowh3
SREBLIVHBINLGRBEFRZEBL CnD, PRI BNT
LA, oL 3 uNELSTENLLERH B3,

1980 FENLHBENRIE Tid. BHRERCRH T 2HWENL R +IE
FTEINT s, 1996ENHEICE W TR EENRET. BEESHE.
DEHBEIE L COBEF LB IELINET Nz EIiIcE D,
BEETFUWEN77 I —  NAFVEREELA T EHEEEHR
HFeRORPT(hote, LT, 19855, kbR b LS5 ICH
HEEENRT 2. AROBEO 2 2MELE LI ROLNT
EEIREGFSEBLUTCE DD, BHRICHTRIOBZR 2%
WELTRREVICES®SIRBES I N L h o2& v BEH - 12,
1996 FENHIEIC L > T, ZOEIBETINANANTRAL FPDEHFICKFLT
L, REGSERGLIB LS5 0T -7230, [FRMICIFEIALAT AR
PPFEEUESGLRICHETIAHBLERSCAEENICEYAENE & &
NEBZELwdnkid,

@ EkFEHV 47

KBFETHOEE 2 WHETADEIEIZ D » TiZ1996FE n B ER I Bk 12
AN, BREUIICENOERICIENRAEN -7, ZNEH

33) Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., p.124.

34) Ibid.

35) MBIEREHRHREA TR CHL, Magistrate Summons No.41 of 1985.
36) Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., p.124.
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. BERCET 2 ENRESVENOEZEO LM ICZN LS 2iTHE
BORALEINRT LA, 2oL 2ME SV o6 LREFEREME
BLEWEEZTWAEBAIRE., BEXENCZF0XRBIR AT Tk
FITEEBIT IS N BT LRIRFEC LB EBR b b Th - 1287,
F7-FMEELR. HEIHELZ->Tw3ERERL W LRFREKHETREE
BAREIRO e ET B IR TFE . TF &L EFEICE T 5, (Children and
Young Persons Act)icd & T WTHGENLINETHDELEHL L.
FOEILERBIZBWIHEEE»AEALI N IREGSERDD L
., 7730 — R4 AV ADEHEDIDE L THEEN L TRREN
Twd "RECHEREBICH L ML EEZ 2T 2 2ERL T,
HENEEILBTHELITERL> Tnkh b, FOFEICKHL TS
2@ b8 E21TH ) ITAEDNLIPCEINEEEIETCRHET S 2 &2 T
THBEDTE G W EDRMERL 7238,

BATHTFEESTERAEL . FBBRHENCE T2 BTNz AkRZE
T, ErkrbBNTEL L W HE, EEHNEOHARITEEL. E
RN TELLTCWBEE. EHACL - THBORE 23N, E
HREBNTELLTWEEE, Erkr ol TELL TN, BEE
DIBEOIEN H D WIFETIBCHET 2 8AApHBE > T 2586, HF
Ficd o TEERITAEZESDZ L2 EET RGP RIENT WIS

. K EEEGSROREGSICHEMENEZGTIREFTENTRD

%n\iﬁfﬁkﬁﬂfgkbfﬁ . ABELNREGSRSEEGS
ERDDLFHRIEE > T bBE %@%% RickBEITTELAT
FREHEE T LT WIEERELTwE, Y AR—AL T LENH
NEEEzOXE, KFEHL A4 7B, LREZE LTV, B2 wn
PEITA 2NN T w5 EEEH 1996 EN L EEREEREICHET 24
BEEEHFTRLLS 0. MENLE»LEE W) URTREGS %
RDBEE., HAETHRDLNE 2 E ) ik TN TEAFT ORI 2
PoTndENn) I EichH )80, EEICZNE 5 LRI THHRICHE
DENB LIk bzdiciE, BIVELICE 5By bENEHL RAE

37 Report of the Select Committee on the Women’s Charter (Amendment)
Bill [Bill No.5/96], 1996, Singapore, pp. iii-iv.

38) Ibid., p.iv.

39) Leong Wai Kum(a), op.cit., p.416.
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BEnhrCHEICTILEYH 5, o, [FEMICEHE Lo REML
A7ERTIREEER2RET DI EDNANCEEZNEEZATH S
B, FOMET DL TIRFINERICEE ) 721140,

(6) TIEHTE & R

FTIY—  NAFT VUV ROMEZRIHELDBRLERT21TA%
ﬁot%Aki FEEHERBERICL EDWTHRE I N 24D, %
fo, KECH~B L5z, AHBEIREGSEORIERICHT 28
BELRITICwb, P> A R—LTREEDRBEL W TEICB -
T, MERBELECTERFRIBERSRE L (EErBRELERTS
EHTE L TAEMETE, (seizable offence) & FHATICHE L 7238 ks
ToBEIE, ELREEELPERTLIZ LR TE 2w TRAEBE,
(non-seizable offence) L IKOEE N T2, EALIETFETH 2 EMHIE
i, BERSIEBI LAERLEE. F%&ﬁﬁ%?&u;ofﬁw
I ERILEE, THLES TULHESEra&Fns, BickE
25 EBILABEITTRBEE 2N T3
2004 12 A 12 TREPIFTIREGSOENLAE YL 7LELTT 7 3
Ve NA AV ZDRMEZWH LT - 22K L2, ZHF—X
ke, 773 = NAF VAN THRIEBL-HBEOESD
BEERHETTH) ., —BRECFTLEN, BRICZFENIEY
KHEEZBLELZ L2 H-> T i b d3NRBEIrRLE(. Th
FNA2B%EALO%E Tt - T D48, 205 L4513 EREICH T2
BETEZTCnE, BEE~OBITHETO%N Y —2ICB-THENT
WBEY, ERCEREIRZFRL00., BEICWELEL > bon

40) YA R-NTREREL 4 TORBER T s ERECETFREr %80
Twd, 2& 2. Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., pp.91-92 2 BB E L7z,

41) NERBLERSER. FEE. 76 A,

42) Subordinate Courts of Singapore{a), Faces of Family Violence-A Profile
Study on Family Violence, Research Bulletin, No.38, Singapore, 2004,
pp.1°6. > 7 LI 2003 b 2004 IS T, BRERSOETTHLBIC
FREHAFTAORENEE L REMFIEFHn LISHEN T — R p LR ENT

L RN 2003 FED o~ R4 1,504 4, 2004 E2 A6 3 RETD
AN 414 EET 5> Tind,

43) Ibid., p.4.
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51.7%% GO THE N . TEERPRETICLENIC DWW TIF204% R L
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T nizHlc, BRIBEE. BEECHLBREAT»L0HFT2E
T. BOTERT B LI CHETIHE L > T 549,

6 EMHE LT &b Iowd 28K

THEEEAFI TS H L 2IR T O FICH T2 ERIT 77 2
J— R4 v ROBEIIEEINL WEBRBICAEL T35, EXE
BB L T3, FEFEIE4AEIIBWT, BFHENL EOEZIC DT
REDLNTNEIN TS, 2> TEEFEHEL LI DLITONT
2. BA»5F2FoRo0RMBEFNEFIERI LLEFEAELL
EDBOEEN e BEE»FEL SN EZATHY) . £ D LD
T LITBESRBIZETE L TaL S, BEREE % 547,

R ECT AT 2EEMEL., Lo E— L TLETINTERA
¥hznaxty vo—RE-THICHLTEDLNTEREZFTH
B, LdPLuhb, ZRETELEEFCETIECLIHELZZTS
LOTHN®, FIoL o7 2FoL ) RERACENZ b » THEREY
TETIECBELREIIZ2 L0288, bdnidzond ) BN
LCENETEL LGSR, BRTHEL L UHEZWLIEFEL EFF
ICBId Ik > TRETE 549,

44) Ibid, p.5.

45) Ibid., p.4.

46) Ty HFBE-VBKEREE Lo K- Lo RRHENRE - FHICHEFRAE
Bl & LTy (2006), 11 E,

47) Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., p.126.

48) Ibid.

49) Leong Wai Kum(c), The Singapore Women’s Charter: 50 Questions,
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, 2011, p.55.
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@ HEOERBEENPH

® BH o Btk
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BRI BECETFGEZBEL CHRE - ELEENL L
ToTB). FREBTAEENEE G "THEND L W IDFEWHN LB
WEELTW ., RELWLBERTHEZE,b, TEHLIEFE
SEICPIBEETI 2B L Tt nd, A I»BwE, 2BRIT L&
B&n e » THRERENTw 5,

IOESKEREEEITTIN— N AL RELITRIEBW
. RENCEREZELE(HFELTCB) . DVRREEFNAL LT, &
ANEBRRBENRSPFREF D ABHK,» L nERS. AEL T2l
REENTECHTIESECLIFABTERZLNELE > Twd, AETHIE
HIL2EIC L B L2 Y LAONCH T ZEARSOEEICA > T niz
B, LAV LICLERAING,

BEE., REGSHOBEI TR EAEDBERDVOWEE» L & &
NTHEYD, RO FTEBHFTOT— X & 3 L BILANZU A THET
»559, FENEHREN I b, BEBEEEL WS BEIEREZ LT3R
BEZIELTCEN. BEENH v TLIBHETIEEL T W, 1995FENT7 7

50) i A E—LOER(E vy R - EEE & KEEE D 14.7%(2010 FHEDH LR
) 4 THh%, Singapore Department of Statistics, Ministry of Trade &
Industry, Census of Population 2010-Statistical Release 1 Demographic
Characteristics, Education, Language and FEducation, Singapore, 2011,
p.13. TNE L —RERTH B, X INRERL—HEEIN T 5,

51) Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., p.121.

52) Subordinate Courts of Singapore(a), op.cit., pp.1-2.
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I — - N F Uy RERE BRAFOBRIC D L OEKREOERAE L
LCEDHLNE) EnINERL> Tk, EREIEBELR
BOBEE L L TRDO N RIS D - 7258, LarLidb, RAFRD
BITOEHRICH D BAFNOBERICL EDWTHHOREOERE L
f%bénﬁ@mﬁﬁjtmaiémaﬁm,iiﬁmﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁi

FICFRARAAL THWS FRIICEBEED EZB% - Tinlnid,

P AR—NOBADHS518.35 A2011F 4R D 5 &, #9139.477 A
BAEERBE2DZCEERABATH 555, EEAEANS ( ZBE
FWE(E FORB)THBH. T REL o AR— LV BHEBHEL L
HLEEINTWE, EEABALRESZEICLET( 77— 4 F
Ly ZAnREFBAFATESL 2%, b0l bb 77 3
Jom RNA TV RADWEICH > 2BE., THEESETREE2 A TlE2
RHBHZEHNTES,

—F. AU HEEDLAMETH > CHREFFHEE L TR —N
KHELTWREBEIRAXESE CENOBEE -2 LT, KiED
BRAB:LTREEDS LN T WD, BEEZRDBL I EZTE LD,
1978F Iy v A R— Vi EEO T, EREEZFRLENRT 2R T 2
Bz, FERNCEIP LREFEHELZT AN LHN HEAKES
B)3%511, (Foreign Domestic Workers Scheme)#E A L 7258, N %
CF74 0L FRAYTHEODEETHE, ZhbnhMlls
2. BE. BAZORICEAATCH CTHFCKEEL Tnwd, ZORDIC
ADBiIZoEIZl WEBEBO T » T, BAXSZOFKE L BRFFHIF L 22/
TBITZERL D, 2oBR, BRABO#EA T2 ELHN ., B
THEBEETREINL) . FENH L I LEFEZITLE
bHb, 2. BEZTIRERWELTEL, ~AR-F2RY EFsn
5. AR AHBEGREHES NS, BAEIC L > THLWVEHRLER

53) Chan Wing Cheong, op.cit., p.560.

54) Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., p.121.

55) Singapore Department of Statistics, Ministry of Trade & Industry,
Yearbook of Statistics Singapore 2012, Singapore, p.22.

56) Leong Wai Kum(c), op.cit., p.57.

57) Ibid., p.58.

58) EEFIAT MEI12E Lo R-nicB0 AAEAFME, | HEEET  ER
WFENR TOTORKE Y = > X (HEEE. 2007). 264 H,
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DTREM TWELTEL D L5559, Lo prR—Liiics -»
THESLTWEE2BET I -OREASN ALY, B
BROKENTREINBEECh - EEIC, 7730 — - S{FL R
HPoDREFER2FTIIELEDNTELWEWIDRAPL 2 v X —H
FOBAEAPLLTL, FELTwBRE w2 LS, A 2nTLEE
HHEFLEND,

3. FIATE s ¥HEFE

Q) FBOBTOAE

BITOUBEZENT TR, 77 30— N4 4v > A0gEE»FIA
TELHFEFERE. RE(HQITBE THREGS, (B65R): HEH
%) R N2 LBRENTB . FNbiMZ T EE»S
DEERS, ® BENr T > a5 (mandatory counselling
order) EHREIN TS, REGSIZ. BB d 2FRENER
EFESNFEOEBREICTLT, 773 — N4 FLyRELTE
BEANTWBRENTE2T 72, DB WEZNDLS LITAZITI ZED
THFRCTEL LD, BEERITRFEOBRENREFBETH
5 TEARMESS -, (satisfaction on a balance of probabilities) & 2T
INbLEI, HAFTIMEZECK LBNZETL OGS TE2LNTE
5(F655%1H), z0hhiid, MOEPELORENERECETZE S
D23 EEBET L. HEWREITEIORFUTTEIE2EETS
WEE2EHs 23 TEa3([HE), 2, RAFEREGS L LD
TEE»LBEERS, ° "EENsY )0, L BEUIR
L3O EEERT 5 0ICMUE L E N5 IR E R L 1 FERY

REWEERSTE (AN, REGSOASUEMIC oW, BITHE
SNTnitv,

59) ML, 273274 H,

60) HROFIE LT, BYANBBITC Z &% 2ET 2. HILASS 100 4 —
JWEARHSE S 2 & 2Bk B & v o2 EsEEiF 55, Teoh Al Lin, Family
Violence: Perspectives of the Singapore Family Court, Paper Presented at
Australian Institute of Judicial Administration Family Violence Conference,
2006, p.7.
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B> b NBEGTLEF. FEFHINLRENEBRE 28645 T
WMEEFFALHEENRENVERE L L THEATWS, 5 0WEEAT
BB EEHEEN TS THEEEMEM,; (shared residence). # %
W ED TP OBEENE»rbBEERDIIEICL T, HELZITR
REMERE., T obbafiRd> (REZNIZBLZOEFELZD
L hDBENEEF 2 LB TAREFERET 230 TH 5 (565558), #
DBE. FOHEABREMIrGHEEZIT L, ThbbT7 7 I — - N F
VO ZADOMEBBEICL > CTHMFAEZ W LEEEINTwIEI . b
DNEMEREFHEEE L > CHATHE LW LEEE ST L E
IriEEb T WZ bbb CHBECHEZN TS,

BBy Ty rasEE, ORI TS 2322741 H
% - BFE - 2K¥—v%, Ministry of Community Development Youth
and Sports) D KE»RH MR, H 5 v I EPIFT2 R L -t
TEHT RN TEFTIILEGTEILNDTHE, ZOBE. A
Yy IOMBEBIREGTEZTILENALLYT. REELZZIT2
% BIUBENTELEEINT»AHEESSRSE), conflERY >
R D77 3= NL AL RICET EHED—o0EE %
LT3, R THEEHAFTCL 27T —Rick s, REGSH»BELY
ToNRr—ADNRRYIBANTFEIPMEENENICEEREZATN
b, TNTHEEBLCEY., IB81%0 4y —2TFELEHE»HIC
Ab, HENEEBEREELLEOAAZRATHBD, FALLIEL
RFELDI LEUHEBFBL T\B62, ZHZErbdohrddLdic,
BANEHBETHATFEL IR T IRWA Ly T wIBarbd, F
ELEAT RN TOMBICEDD I EREETHL L LS,
BEN T ) 77w onlE, aia=F i B%E - FE - AR~
VEILL TEEEINTWE Y, EEICEISHFIICEEENTwE 77
2= H—ERE R T 7 I — - NG ROFEENT

61) Subordinate Courts of Singapore(a), op.cit., p.1 and 4.

62) Ibid., pd.

63) 773IU— F—tRerX—id. KT T4 THEMEE (Voluntary Welfare
Organisation) & L CEB&HL T s R oFEIKIcL -, 232=F 0% &
F-RAR-VEEREY - v L — B xFFHENational Council of Social
Services)ic &k 2 XB# T TEEERN T WA, FENEH»TELZ 3L T~
SRR T 5o, EMoy —r v 77—~k B ERO 7y — k¥
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BEPEMNETIRMEECL - TLHEN T8, BE. BN
Y7 Deyy s Y FEREOCHT C—E0KME 2T CiThiL, £
ITREN 2HZ 2 FERERCREZMEE T o220, BOrbEDL
3FowerbnEE, [FROBEILESEFL FESIFrTIHELN
565, 72, REZEFFEA Y>> Z7ORAESLHBICHTLE=%
Yo 74 fToTwd, EEWPICE, 2>k 722 EC L -
THRENZBEERHE L EDWT, 7722 > 7R TH 50
RBREErBROLN, EEZHTIECERAFTICEZH L 2 0cBTHL
b hETHRT LN B66),
BREGSRIMEZCLLBENOTAHCHERL RS ENZLDTHD
E. FIEEHRRFEE DG N 2ELTwb bna, EAXAWICRE
FHEELTMNEBEISTFLENT WS, FNI EiE, WFOEFITHz- T,
ZEAEIE N W) RELOVEEFRORIU I ANLN TS
ZEHL LML TH LD, Lo T, AGSORIZARTREDER
BICL-TENE2RT . 5503 TFs2eptoicFTETE, RE
PRETHL I EEBRAFNCRRTICH > TlE. TOMELHNLSE
T RHEME L (. REFTH TERESE v LT 22T oME 2
BET LI TENE. @FrESSN5E60, 1980FENWIEN T THH
Eirh~b b, AHSnETTHOA—FAEEIPIC T 220w D
253,
HOOETHEINTWEIRAMT L, RESGTOBIUTCITHR .
B AR OGRICELE LN TS & REAT»HAR T 2551 %8S
ENBLOTHB, BLUTLARBICL 2HALLL T, BEHFTE
3, BYBREZZOES»HL28BML WL EEEGSHOBEI T L 2E
BB ENSGETHELELPRWFIETEENTWE(FRIZE), 272
L. BB+ EET 5 2 L L AETH V(FESE). 2 BHMHRBLL
A r S o0 2T ERST 228 LAETH 5 (EB6T5R3E),

By —ART—7RATRNL T H—ER, BEUHREBELT->Tn5,
64) Teoh Ai Lin, op.cit., p.19.
65) Ibid.
66) Ibid.
67) Leong Wai Kum(b), op.cit., p.129.
68) Ibid., pp.129-130.
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(2) X TFESE

REHFETHIREGSOBELTCHOFHRIFRERPFT CITh N 5 5,
FOFEFAREHEFFICELILNEEZLNTWE I DL, B
ZHAE Magistrate) ICH T 2B T, EDEINTW569, Lirlk
o, 7730 — NAFTULYADT—ADBNTIE, BREAE L
REFIE (district judge) D WAL EETZE S hEl & 2 - T 370, A
LB CFRRIRDEN ThH B,

HABANTENDHIEFRE I NG &, BUCRAKLAFTORENE
& L REWMI(Family Transformation and Protection Unit)iZFTET
2h T —HHULNToNRr— 20T ME2ITI & & bic. BIZA
R2DBEOEHTHOFHERHEILANEEREZC D> THOFESCHELS
2. FBREGL TWEIEE)R 2L E—( 2 L E—~DABELER
5E). SHBICEREENTWE 77— - H—t x> X—SnHE
BREZBAT 2130, BEAFTORSHIMBE»LE ) O THEIED
TERERITI 2Ll h > T bT), 20, BIASGBERAT LWL
BHEEATOEAICHEL, FLEITLABRCHERYZWIEEE
ZL., ThE&Thro, BABTRBLITLNE KT 5 BERIKk 2%
TY52FHmICABT, @E. By TH» 6 1HEM» LB S LIcEHD
HDIREPBEEINT W5, BESNIHCE LTS AE
FAFTICHBEL L W6, HEDNLDHICERNZ AR T 2 FHSR»ES
BNBI LI BT, FEIAEHFETASGKPFTIIBRENS &, KA
BEAMEEELWLE L DHEEFECH T L) 72FITE3ED
ZEBBENE I HPIRDONTEZBEE DI, BADETCO>WTDIE
REH5z2 50, 77>t )r V3EAFNOERE CRENESR L REH

69) Teoh Ai Lin, op.cit., p.5.

70) Ibid., p.6.

71) Leong Wai Kum(c), op.cit., p.59, and ibid., p.16.

72) Leong Wai Kum(c), ibid., and Teoh Ai Lin, ibid., p.5.
B, BERNBEFICHL-> T, PUAR L ARV FLE2FNERELT
THS ko ohb,

73) Teoh Ai Lin, ibid., p.3.

74) Ibid., p.5, and Leong Wai Kum(c), op.cit, p.60.

75) Teoh Ai Lin, ibid., p.5., and Leong Wai Kum(e), ibid.
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LYToNIEAB2EEIAYRS. RESSORSICRET LIS
HOERy LT ENDBEEDIC, BHUIAVBELOBRNTESZ0ERLE
BHOBLZEHTED L) EFHTE»ITHhNET),

BENASBR LI TCHNLERNNTREBEL. REGSORSICH
BELowBe, MUBEBECAT2EM»H» N2, F0OBCHEEERES
DERZPIEL VI EZHATIHMETRE LT RIEL 55 W, MYE
EioHT2EMezERBI., BHABIRATS 2RSS T2 E S 2 BRE
T2, kb, REGROBENTHLEND L, BELICKT 5B TEE
MAFBRY) TFTIF52 %M T, BEFIALLIELIEEL EHLDTFR
FELIRRAT2REMGSOBPILCEITIZENDHEH. TN L
TREFAFTOFEL, o b h Tk e,

B, QIERBOT ELRFIRITHERNIEIrREGSIEEZNTD
B TR TR, TNbNENEREA. BB, hoiErTHEEEE
LTwbErRETITS 2 &nTaE, BEICL- T, FIiEnXE
FoTHEINELREAL %S 0 TE 5(865%108), BT
A FEHLES EIC L DV HEOCRERAFTICIT 2 TE L,
BEP, B beE U EBELE I L - TEERERSIFTICHE W TH
VTHTELWEEICR, 773 ) — RNL ALy ADFEEETE L
iT-> Tv» 5 Centre for Promoting Alternatives to Violence(PAVe)79),
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Abstract

Singapore’s Legal Reforms on Family Violence
and its Future Issues

Aisa KIYOSUE*

This paper aims to explore Singapore’s legal reforms on family violence in
order to find out some improvements and issues for the future reforms. Up to
the present time, Singapore has conducted the legal reforms to deal with family
violence including domestic violence twice, which was done in 1980 and 1996
by amending the existing comprehensive family law called the Women’s
Charter.

Though the first reform in 1980 enabled the victims to utilise protection or-
der, domestic exclusion order and expedited order, not only the definition of vi-
olence was restricted to physical violence against the body, but also it was nec-
essary for victims to prove the definite occurrence of violence in order to gain
the legal remedies. Therefore, it was hard for the victims to access to this sys-
tem for protection from violence.

The second reform in 1996 was initially aiming to enact the independent law
on family violence modelling Malaysian law legislated in 1994, however, the
bill was dismissed in the parliamentary debates. In place of that, the reform
was done with the amendment of the Women’s Charter, and the Part VII speci-
fying protection of family was introduced into it to deal with family violence.
By this reform, the definition of violence and the range of persons protected

* Muroran Institute of Technology, Hokkaido, JAPAN, Associate Professor
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have been greatly widened.

Under the second reform which brought the current system, hurt, wrongful
confinement and restraint as well as continual harassment are regarded as acts
of violence. The persons protected include not only a spouse, a former spouse
and children, but also parents, parents in law, brothers and sisters, and any oth-
er relatives or incapacitated persons who are regarded as a member of the fam-
ily in the opinion of court. Concerning the legal remedies for the victims, the
court may make protection order, expedited order and domestic exclusion order
as well as mandatory counselling order. In comparison with the previous sys-
tem, the court may meke a protection order when satisfied on a balance of
probabilities. Therefore, it is not necessarily for the victims to prove the defi-
nite occurrence of violence in order to obtain the remedies.

Despite of the great improvements in the second reform, there are still sev-
eral problems which have to be tackled in the future. For example, it failed to
include cohabiting couples within the range of persons protected, and to crimi-
nalise marital rape. At least, legal reforms to equally treat these couples as well
as sexual minority couples should be launched in the near future, since the

views of family have been diversified in contemporary Singapore society.
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