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89) Ibid.
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Abstract

Singapore’s Legal Reforms on Family Violence
and its Future Issues

Aisa KIYOSUE®

This paper aims to explore Singapore’s legal reforms on family violence in
order to find out some improvements and issues for the future reforms. Up to
the present time, Singapore has conducted the legal reforms to deal with family
violence including domestic violence twice, which was done in 1980 and 1996
by amending the existing comprehensive family law called the Women’s
Charter.

Though the first reform in 1980 enabled the victims to utilise protection or-
der, domestic exclusion order and expedited order, not only the definition of vi-
olence was restricted to physical violence against the body, but also it was nec-
essary for victims to prove the definite occurrence of violence in order to gain
the legal remedies. Therefore, it was hard for the victims to access to this sys-
tem for protection from violence.

The second reform in 1996 was initially aiming to enact the independent law
on family violence modelling Malaysian law legislated in 1994, however, the
bill was dismissed in the parliamentary debates. In place of that, the reform
was done with the amendment of the Women’s Charter, and the Part VII speci-
fying protection of family was introduced into it to deal with family violence.
By this reform, the definition of violence and the range of persons protected

* Muroran Institute of Technology, Hokkaido, JAPAN, Associate Professor
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have been greatly widened.

Under the second reform which brought the cwrrent system, hurt, wrongfil
confinement and restraint as well as continual harassment are regarded as acts
of violence. The persons protected include not only a spouse, a former spouse
and children, but also parents, parents in law, brothers and sisters, and any oth-
er relatives or incapacitated persons who are regarded as a member of the fam-
ily in the opinion of court. Concerning the legal remedies for the victims, the
court may make protection order, expedited order and domestic exclusion order
as well as mandatory counselling order. In comparison with the previous sys-
tem, the court may make a protection order when satisfied on a balance of
probabilities. Therefore, it is not necessarily for the victims to prove the defi-
nite occurrence of violence in order to obtain the remedies.

Despite of the great improvements in the second reform, there are still sev-
eral problems which have to be tackled in the future. For example, it failed to
include cohabiting couples within the range of persons protected, and to crimi-
nalise marital rape. At least, legal reforms to equally treat these couples as well
as sexual minority couples should be launched in the near future, since the

views of family have been diversified in contemporary Singapore society.
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