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1. Clinical guidelihes: NICE clinical guidelines make recommendations to the NHS on treating
and caring for people with specific diseases and conditions.

2. Public health guidance: NICE public health guidance makes recommendations to the NHS,
local authorities and other organisations in the public, private, voluntary and commumty sectors on
how to improve people's health and prevent illness and disease.



3. Technology appraisal guidance: NICE technology appraisal guidance makes recommendations
on when and how new and existing medicines and treatments should be used in the NHS.

4. Interventional procedures guidanée: NICE interventional proCedureS guidf;ince advises the
NHS on whether new interventional procedures are safe and effective enough to be used routinely.

5. Medical technologies guidance: NICE medical technologies guidance helps the NHS to 'adopt :
medical technologies more rapidly and consistently by adv1s1ng on eﬂicacy and cost effectivness.

6. Diagnostics guidance: NICE diagnostics guidance makes recommendatlons to the NHS on the
efficacy and cost eﬁectlveness of new diagnostic technologles '
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5 L0 YngveFalck-Yiter~D'E [

Dear Yngve, I want you to teach me. In dentistry, there is not often evidence. In
Cochrane Oral Health Group, there are a lot of results "no evidencce".
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/o/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/ CD006541/frame.html
There is not the cohort study in observational study, too. Evidence is only case series

study with few case or case reports.

How do we think about a recommendation for CQ of "no evidence"? Or we make
recommendation od "no recommendation” o
I read the following articles. The American Soc1ety of Hematology 2011 evidence-based
practice guideline for immune thrombocytopenia
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/117/16/4190.full.htmi

However, my question did not solve. I want your advice.

Thank you. Hidemichi Yuasa

YngveFalck-Ytter&Z V& EH ~D[EZ

"no evidence"?

Dear Hidemichi. Good to hear from you again. I hear this very often - there is "no
evidence". Well, most of the time I hear this what was actually meant was: "There is no
good (or high quality) evidence". Complete absence of evidence is actually quite rare. [

would even argue:

If there is a question which intervention to recommend (out of at least 2 competing
management strategies), then there ought to be evidence, because otherwise we would not

have the question!

The nice thing about GRADE is, that you are not limited to the source of the evidence.
Everything counts: from RCTs to a range of observational studies (e.g., cohort,



case-control, case series etc.) to in vitro studies to lab studies etc. Obviously, our
. confidence in the estimate of effect will be lower (and evidence from case reports or case

series likely going to be very. low quality).

However, I don't thmk 1t is in the best interest of chmmans and patlents if gmdehne

developers state:

“There is insufficient ev1dence and therefore we cannot make any recommendatlon" The
"USPSTF does that quite a bit. And again, I don't think this is helpful because clinicians (as
do patients) have to make a decision what to do. They don't have the luxury to say "OK
the evidence is insufficient, then I don't do anything..."
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