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Subsidizing Hearing Aid Purchase in Mild to Moderate Pediatric Hearing
—Pediatric Status Following Prefectural Assembly Subvention

Yuko Kataoka, M.D., Kunihiro Fukushima, M.D., Akiko Sugaya, M.D.
Yukihide Maeda, M.D., Yu Masuda, M.D.* and Kazunori Nishizaki, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery, Okayama University Postgraduate School of Medicine,
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Science, Okayama ‘
*Qkayama Kanariya Gakuen, Okayama

The dissemination of newborn hearing screening (NHS) has enabled those with mild to moderate hearing loss to be
diagnosed in early infancy. The “handicapped independence support law”, however, prevents those not determined to be
physically handicapped, —i.e., those with mild to moderate hearing loss—, from government assistance in purchasing hear-
ing aids. This results either in (i) parents-purchasing hearing aids at their own expense or (ii) ronpurchase of hearing
aids. To redress this situation, subvention in purchasing hearing aids of mild to moderate hearing loss children has been
begun by some local governments.

We petitioned for such aid at the Okayama Prefecture Assembly. A society for supporting pediatric hearing difficulty
in Okayama Prefecture also submitted a similar petition in September 2009, and subvention began in April 2010 for all
such children in Okayama Prefecture.

‘We report procedures and details leading to this subvention.

Keywords: children with mild to moderate hearing loss, hearing aid purchase, government-subsidized
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Effect of Entry Age of Early Intervention in Hearing-Impaired Children
with Cochlear Implants

Tsutomu Uchiyama

Abstract: This study examined the effect of entry age of intervention in hearing-impaired
children with cochlear implants (CI children, n=18), together with hearing-impaired children
with hearing aids (HA children, n=26). All these children had a hearing loss of 90 dB or over
and had received the same early auditory-verbal/oral intervention program. We assessed
their language abilities using the WPPSI Intelligence Test at 6 years of age. Statistic
analysis showed that significantly higher Verbal IQ scores (age-appropriate scores) were
noted in CI children of entry under 12 months of age and cochlear implantation at 2 years of
age than in children of entry at 2 years of age and cochlear implantation at older than 3
years. Compared with a small percertage (14.2%) of language delay (VIQ score below 80) in

“CI children of entry at 2. years of age, there was a higher percentage (70.0%) of language

delay in children with hearing aids of entry at 2 years of age. These results demonstrated a
significant effect of entry age of intervention and the significant benefits of cochlear
implantation in children with hearing loss of 90 dB or over.
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