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Support for corneal donation by urologists

'Department of Urology, St. Marianna University School of Medicine,
*Transplant Support Service, St. Marianna University Hospital

Hideo SASAKI', Hajime ONO’, Harumi NAKAMURA®, Miki TAKENOUCHT, Shigeru YOSHINO?,
Satoki UENO', Yuichi SATOH', Satetsu MIYANO', Hisashi TSUTSUMI, Ryuto NAKAZAWA',
Kunio ETO', Kazuki KITAJIMA’, Tatsuya CHIKARAISHI™

[Summary]
[Background] In Japan, corneal donation is extremely insufficient for the demand of corneal transplantation.
[Methods] From February 2008, we started to propose corneal donation for families of patients who died in our
department. We retrospectively reviewed medical records to analyze patients’ clinical features and the calculated
consent rate of families for corneal donation in the past 2 years.
[Results] We had 39 patients (34 male and five female patients) who died of urological diseases including 34 uro-
genital malignancies, two systemic infections, and three other reasons. Among 39 deaths, five (12.8%) were unsuit-
able for corneal donation because medically contraindicated (three with hepatitis C infection and two with systemic
infection) whereas the remaining 34 patients were considered medically indicated. For 22 of them, we proposed cor-
neal donation to their families. Despite medically indicated cases for 12 patients, six were excluded from candidates
for corneal donation due to old age (two cases, 88 and 94 years), lack of time to present the option to families be-
cause of sudden passing (two cases), no known relatives to contact (one case), and prior engagement as an appli-
cant for body donation in medical school training (one case; the families of the other six patients were not ap-
proached for unknown reasons. Four {18.2%) of the 22 families who were proposed corneal donation agreed to the
donation. Cadaveric corneas from the four patients were successfully transplanted into waiting patients,
[Conclusion] Comeas can be donated for transplantation even from elderly patients who died of solid organ ma-
lignancies. Urologists and transplant surgeons in kidney transplantation should be aware of this and should make
efforts to increase corneal donations.

Keywords: cornea, donation, urology
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